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Reading Comprehension
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1. Which of the following would be the best title for the
passage?
A suitable title for this passage would be
The paragraph could be entitled
What is the main idea of the passage?
What is the main topic of the passage?
What is the main subject of the passage?
What is the main purpose of the passage?
What does the passage mainly discuss?
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. With what topic is the passage primarily concerned?
10. The purpose of this passage is
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11. The author develops his main idea by

12. What is the main point the author makes in the passage?

13. Which of the following is the author’s main purpose in
the passage?
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I 1] No single adjective is adequate to describe the size
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of the blue whale, and few people realize how it compares
with other mammals. By any standard, it is the largest crea-
ture known to man. To be specific, one of its fins, called a
fluke , would fill the cargo space of the average dump truck.
Although its skull is the size and weight of a car, its brain is
only the size of a carburetor. Its heart is so large that five
strong men would be needed to lift it, while its skin could be
used as a tarpaulin to cover half a football field. Every per-
son in Boston could be supplied with a whale-burger, and a
pretty good one, too, from the meat of one blue whale.
- Combine the weights of 100 horses, 100 dairy cows, and
100 Indian elephants and you would arrive at the weight of
one female blue whale. Fortunately for the whale, its wa-
tery environment has protected it from the extinction suf-
fered by the dinosaur millions of years ago.
1. Which sentence best expresses the main idea?
A. Although the blue whale is enormous, its brain is
very small.
B. The meat of the blue whale is one of the tastiest
meats known to man.
C. Female blue whales are larger than males.
v'D. The blue whale is one of nature’s largest and most
fascinating wonders.
2. The author develops his main idea by .
A. giving the reasons for its enormous growth
B. using descriptive adjectives
. 6 .



v/C. comparing its size to known objects
D. defining its watery environment
3. The paragraph could be entitled .
V'A. A Close look at the Blue Whale
B. Useful Products from the Blue Whale
C. Mémma&é of the Deep
D. The Survival of the Blue Whale
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{#] 2] Both the Sun and the Moon appear larger when
they are rising or setting, although there is no real differ-
ence in the distance they are from the Earth. This perceptu-
al phenomenon, known as the “Moon illusion”, has been
studied over the years. Various explanations, including the
muscle strain for the person looking up and the comparison
of the Moon with other things on the horizon that make it
appear larger, have been disputed by scientists, but thus far
there is no widely accepted explanation of the phenomenon.
1. Which of the following would be the most appropriate ti-
tle for the passage? -
V'A. Perceived Sizes of the Sun and the Moon
B. Comparisons of Objects on the Horizon
C. Perceptions of Distance
D. The Rising and Setting of the Sun and the Moon
2. According to the passage, the true cause of the “Moon il-
8.



lusion” is
A. well known
B. different at different times
C. rarely disputed

Vv'D. still under study

EX] KXRMAREFERE LN BEHEER.REENSH
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MARKURN AR TR EOHEBEFEHLE . EAREL
ZHFHFER. BERNME—-ERHHL, BRARMNE XTX—
AR, HRBIABBAMY ZEZNRE.

[ER1 1. BN EBEGRXES B OCREMXENTE
MARX—REHT, RNTUFE, B BN ERERE
A, BHEXHE—ARET XENETRE. FAdaR
K5 ARTHRRNE LN F X HEARNBREX,

2. BTBIERRE CES B E — A E BN,
“EHPI BN, XRTX—RAR, HRBRRBANZ8Z
RO R R, X — B R B R EERAT BUERE
£ D,

[ 3) A cause always has an effect, and an effect has a
cause. Often, however, in searching for the cause or effect
of an act, we jump to conclusions. If John Wilkins, who is
big and strong, doesn’t go out for the football team, some
pupils say, “Wilkins has no courage. ” Perhaps the real rea-
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son is that his parents object, he is behind in his school
work and can’t afford the time, or he believes that football
is not worth playing.

What is the best title of this paragraph?
A. How to Play Football?
B. Cause and Effect
v'C. Danger of Jumping to: Conclusions
D. Sport and Study
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[l 41 Sometimes certain eras or events from our past re-
ceive little or no attention. This might be because there is
little information available on these subjects, or because the
subjects are controversial or shameful, and we are reluctant
to face them. But when we ignore or deny a part of our -
past, we fail to learn the lessons that history can teach us,
and we neglect people who are part of that history. These
people-—and their history—can become “invisible,” and in
time we can forget that they ought to be part of what we
think of as history.
1. What is the author’s main point?
A. History tends to repeat itself.
B. Historians should not write about disputed matters.
C. More people should study history.
v'D. No part of history should be ignored.
2. It can be inferred from the passage that the best motiva-
tion for studying history is to
V' A. learn from its past lessons
B. appreciate the perspectives of writers of historical
texts ]
C. become more well-rounded students
D. compare the life-styles of major historical charac-
ters.
3. The author implies that the work of historians would be
more valuable if they .
A. asked current world leaders to write down their
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views of history
Vv/B. included accounts of unpleasant events in their texts
C. wrote psychological discussions about incidents in
history

D. ecmphasized a biographical viewpoint in history

books
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