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Conflict——Lawrence and

His First Lover

fier Lawrence had defined' his attitude towards me things

went on’ outwardly as before, but inwardly everything was
changed. We had become self-conscious and aware of a barrier’ .
He developed a highly critical tone. If I stooped’ to touch a flower
he would lecture’ me severely.

“Why must you touch in order to enjoy? I can see how
beautiful the daffodil® is, but I don’t want to touch it. What you
need to cultivate’ is detachmens®. You want to be able to stand
aloof ® and enjoy a thing without any desire to touch it.”

And if 1 caught up® my little brother and hugged him I
had fallen into the same error' . I must cultivate detachment;
that was the great thing, to be detached. I found it very

confusing'* .

On an evening of that same spring(when Lawrence was in his
twenty-first year) his sister cycled up to” the farm. She had come to
tell me something that shocked us all very much. A friend of theirs

in A. 5" conventional phrase he had
. On the following evening Lawrence came

was in deep disgrace™
“ got a girl into trouble”™
himself, looking white and upset. As soon as we were alone he
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asked me if I had heard about his friend—they had been High
School boys together. He seemed relieved that [ knew. He said his
mother had told him about it that moming. He was very distressed” .
His mother had said how terrible might be the consequences of only
five minutes’ self-forgetfulness™ . And it seemed to add to the
tragedy that the young people had only seen one another on Sunday
evenings after chapel—so Lawrence said. He told me these things in
a voice that sounded sick with misery, and I felt very concerned”,
wondering why he should take it so to heart™ . Then he startled me
by bursting out vehemently :

“Thank God. ..I’ve been saved from that. . .so far.”

I was puzzled, feeling in the dark about the whole business,
and very sorry for” Lawrence’s distress. He seemed relieved after he
had told me about it.

In the August before he entered College the Lawrences made
up a party” (including myself) and spent a forinight at Mablethorpe
on the Lincolnshire coast. This was the first of our seaside holidays,
and Lawrence was full of delightful anticipations”—we would take
sketching books and do all sorts of jolly things. We stayed™ at a
cottage about a mile out of the little town. A dyke® ran beside the
road, and we had to cross a plank bridge to reach the cottage,
standing alone in its garden. Lawrence went over the house in
delight.

“I’s so comfortable, as nice as home,” he said. There was a
mirror over the sideboard” and one over the mantelpiece” .

“What a lot of mirrors,” he said. “We shall all get vain.”

“Or else modest,” 1 suggésted. He gave me a quick look™.

“Ah, perhaps modest,” he agreed.
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