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A Study on the Relationship between Socialist
Parties and European Integration

ABSTRACT

The dissertation is a comprehensive study on the relationship be-
tween socialist parties and European integration, it consists of four
sections. They are ‘attitudes of socialist parties to European integra-
tion”, ‘European policies of socialist parties’, ‘main factors’ influ-
ence on European policies of socialist parties’ and ‘alternatives of so-
cialist parties in the process of European integration’ .

Socialist parties in Western Europe claim to pursue international-
ism, but they are national parties. Therefore socialist parties had
different attitudes to European integration after World War I . Af-
ter long adjustment, by the mid-1980s a basic consensus had ap-
peared amongst socialist parties in European Community to accept
membership of EC, and support further development of European
integration. The aim of European policies of socialist parties has
turned to affect the process of European integration with Democratic
Socialism, which achieved certain and limited success. As a result,
European policies of socialist parties have been suited to the objective
process of European integration. After case-research on the attitudes
and policies of socialist parties to European integration in different
Western European countries, the author has found that European
policies of socialist parties are determined by various factors, among
them ideology, party politics and national interest are three main
factors which have lasting and important influence.

In order to adapt themselves to the process of European integra-



4 Bt ex ik ks

tion, socialist parties have made theoretical innovation and organiza-
tional transformation. European integration is a process in which na-
tion-states in Western Europe transfer part of their state sovereignty
to a supernational European authority. Member states of European
Community and European Union cooperate at European level with
their social functions of the state. Socialist parties have innovated
theory of the state. They began to reexamine the traditional concept
of state sovereignty, and support supernational integration; Socialist
parties pay greater attention to social functions of the state. In fact,
the policies of socialist parties are intensification and extension of so-
cial functions in national sphere and at European level. Confedera-
tion of the Socialist Parties of the European Community (CSPEC)
and Party of European Socialists{(PES) have been founded, socialist
parties cooperate in the Group of the Party of European Socialists in
European Parliament successfully. Transnational cooperative organi-
zations coordinate socialist parties’ various European policies and are
helpful for socialists to reach common position.

European Community and European Union are a beneficial com-
munity of Western European capitalist countries, which indicates
that contemporary European capitalism still can constantly adjust its
relations of production to unceasing expanding social production
within the limits permitted by capitalist mode of production. Euro-
pean integration has promoted development of European capitalism
since World War Il . At the same time contemporary European capi-
talism is more developed, it is much more nearing the entrance to
socialism. European integration has prepared material base for Euro-
pean capitalist transformation into socialism in future. European in-
tegration is dominated by market and with economic profit as its
purpose. European Left Parties should face this reality squarely and
adopt relevant strategy. European Left Parties should change this
situation and defend European labour’s interest. Nevertheless Euro-
pean Left Parties should also create favourable conditions for Euro-
pean future transformation from capitalism to socialism.
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