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2 THE CHILD SEX TRADE

THE CHILD SEX TRADE

Part I : Child Prostitution

Of all forms of the commercial sexual exploitation of children,
child prostitution is by far the most common and widespread .
Starting with the poignant testimony of a Puerto Rican woman
who was kidnapped at the age of 9 and forced to work as a child
prostitute, the programme features former and current child pros-
titutes from Europe and Asia who recall their traumatic experi-
ences. UNICEF officials in Albania, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, the
Middle East and Brazil and the representatives of non-governmen-
tal organizations discuss the various causes that propel children into
prostitution. These incinde crumbling state infrastructures,
poverty, tourism and the inherent discrimination against the girl

child .
Soarces of Cuts

1 Mina Rodriguez, Surviver of  International Day for the

child prostitution Abolition of Slavery
General Assembly, 6 December
1996
2 Mr . Razali Ismail 1hid .

President of the GA
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Mrs. Dorshen Letdhofl
Co-Drrector , Coalition
Against Trafficking in Women
“ Berlin Boy" & " Dutch Boy”
My . Gianfranco Rotiliano
UNICEF’s Special Representa-

froe

Khmer Girl

Ms. Margaret de Monchy
UNICEF's Project Of ficer
Cambodia

M. Brita Ostherg

UNICEF's Representative
Colombo, Sri Lanka

Ms. Mary Roodkouski
UNICEF s Pro-
gramme Officer, Middle East
& North Africa

Ms. Claire Brisset

Director of Information

Regional

French National Committee for
UNICEF

My, Arabela Rota

UNICEF s Senior Project
Officer, Brazil
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UNICEF-B-ROI L.
Tnterview

World Congress against Commer-
cial Exploitation of Children
Stixkholm , Sweden

{ Stockholm Congress)

29 August 1996

UNICEF B-ROLL
Interveew

Stockholm Congress

30 August 1996

Ibid .
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UN Radio Interview
September 1996
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12 Ms. Carol Bellamy Plenary Meeting
Erecutive Director of Stockholm Congress
UNICEF 27 August 1994
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8 THE CHIL.ID SEX TRADE

TEXT

RODRIGUEZ .
I want to be a part of humanity, but I have been taught and
trained to be something else, an animal, a tortured animal,

a prece of .nothing, I am trying to obtain iy worth .

NARRATOR:
Mina Rodriguez was born in Puerto Rico. At the age of nine,
she was abducted, hoocked on drugs and forced to work as a
child prostitute. Now, at 3b, a survivor of the horrors inflicted
on her, she found the courage to bring her compelling story to
delegates of the United Nations who were commemorating the

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery in December

1996.

Mina Rodriguez found tbe strengtb to escape from forced pros-
titution; and she found a forum to tell her tragic story. But
bundreds of thousands of children are not so lucky. They have

no voice, nor do they know their rights.

Each year, one million children are forced into the global sex
market—a bighly profitahle business which churns up some 3
billion dollars annually. The United Nations (General Assernbly
President, Razali Ismail, expressed his outrage at the fact that
women and children are being transformed into marketable ob-

jects to satisfy any and every demand:
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10 THE CHILD SEX TRADE

The persistence and apparent growth of traffic in women and
children serves as a reproach to our age. It is nothing short of
modern slavery and it's an affront to humanity. As such, it

showld be treated with the abhorrence and moral outrage it de-

SEFUES .

LEIDHOL :

In essence, sex trafficking is the sexual exploitation of a hu-
man being for the purpose of another’s financial gain or sexu-

al gratification.

NARRATOR:
Dorshen Leidhol heads the Coalition against Trafficking in

Women and has been very active in combatting the sexual ex-

ploitation of girls and women.

LEIDHOL ;
In sex trafficking, the merchandise is transported sometimes

from region to region, wusually south to north, sometimes

from block to block .

RODRIGUEZ ;
Ive travelled almost all over the country, I remember being
in Peru, Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama, Ohio, Arizona.
How I got there I cannot tell vou... I got beaten up every
day, I got put into these litle bondage, these little outfits,
« and men, who could have been my father or my grand fa-
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ther, were ruping me. These men didn't look like farmers;
these men didn't look [ike construction workers; these men

looked like distinguished gentlemen such as vourselves .

NARRATOR:
Mina Redriguez addressing United Nations delegates on the

commemoration of the Day for the Abolition of Slavery.

The sexual exploitation of children for profit has reached glohal
preportions. Traflicking of women and children is just one form
of commercial sexual exploitation. Victims are herded across
state lines, often to other continents, in ways far less dignified
than inanimate objects. Frequently, children will travel these

routes alone—for some of them it is the cnly path to {ollow.

At the train station in Berlin, a former boy prostitute recalls his

exXperience:

BERLIN BOY :
I worked on the streets in the Berlin train station where every

train stops from the other countries. There you can meet many
many customers . You only have to walk 5 minutes, and they
would coming to you ; “do you want to have sex? I give you
50 marks, to have sex with me.” And now so many immi-
grants from Yugoslavia and Romania—little boys from 12

years old, they are working in brothels .

DUTCH BOY :
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