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NUSHU—— AN ASTONISHING DISCOVERY
ABSTRACT

Among the cultural sphere of Chinese character, which stretch
ten thousand li,and have existed for thousands years, there is un-
expecttedly a sysem of character used specially by only women,in
south Hunan of China,which is called by Chinese experts of char-
acter“an asonisning discovery”,or“a miracle in the history of Chi-
nese character”. This discovery has brought to tremendous attention
among academic circles, many scholors and experts inside and out-
side China are investigating and researching Nishu.

This book is the first work in China which introduce and re-
scarch Niishu systematically. The author of the book is one of the
earliest ¢xplorors and investigators of Niishu. The book reflect
author’s on-the- spot investigation of many years and research
fruit, and introduce comprehensively from various angles natural
conditions and social customs and linguistic characteristic of the
district where Niishu is prevalent. In addition, this book also anal-
yse the structure of Nushu and the way of character-making, the
literaturality of Nushu and the art of penmanship,and the connec-
tion of Niishu with women culture,ete. All of these make the book
academiclly valuable not only for the research of linguistic charac-
ter ,but aiso for the research of anthropology ,sociaology , folklore,
culturology ,and ethnology. This book offer a mount of new mate-

rials,new angles and new problems for all of these disciplines.
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