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Preface to the Revised Edition

Since I entered the History Department of the Faculty of History and

Geography of the National Chekiang University and began studying the dynastic
history of China, my interest has always inclined towards Sung dynastic
history. The guidance of my teachers, discussions with my classmates as well
as my own personal study direction were all involved in this decision. My
undergraduate thesis specialized in a Sung history topic: “The Distribution of
Rice Production During the Northern Sung.’
into the History Department of the Graduate School of History and Geography,

s

Immediately afterwards I tested

where I continued my studies of Sung history. Upon graduation I stayed on as
a teaching assistant, responsible for the collecting and organizing of books and
periodicals for the undergraduate and graduate divisions. Therefore, I came in
frequent contact with Chinese as well as foreign scholars’ works on Sung
history. In 1948 I was invited to take up a position as Associate Professor
at National Hai-chiang College. After arriving at this famous port city of
the T’ang and Sung dynasties-Ch’iianchou-I took the opportunity to visit ancient
historical sites during my leisure time: the Loyang Bridge, the tomb of Ts’ai
Hsiang (Sung calligrapher), and the inscription on the stone monument of
Chiu-jih Mountain which is a prayer for wind, as well as other notable places.
My interest in investigating the overseas trade of Fukien during the Sung was
stimulated during my stay. In the summer of 1949 I came to Taiwan. Regardless
of whether I was teaching universities in Taiwan, or abroad studying, I spent
a greater portion of my energy studying Sung history.

The background of the publication of this bibliography I have already
mentioned in the preface to its first printing. It need not be repeated here.
Earlier revisions were not printed in great quantities and supplies have already
been exhausted. Because of the large demand I have reorganized the earlier
editions and have added them to the Sung history bibliography that I’ve been
working on during the last six years (1976-1981). On the eve of publication I
would like to express my thanks to Mr. Fang Jyh-chiang for his work on the
bibliography cards and all the tedious entries required, and to Professor Chu
Chung-sheng for his assistance. Their efforts made it possible for this book to
be completed within one year.

Taipei, ROC

SHEE SUNG
December 20, 1982
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Preface

China has a long history, culturally she absorbed and developed from contact
with other cultures. Through the ages as her boundaries increased this process
of cultural absorption was self-strengthening. Therefore, although China’s
history is ancient she forever renews herself. Chinese culture spread to her
neighbors as well as to far flung foreign countries. Nearby Korea, Japan, and
Vietnam accepted the influence of Chinese culture to the greatest degree. They
investigated the achievements of Chinese history and culture to an extent not
achieved by any other country in Asia. It was not until the nineteenth century
that American and European sinology came of age. To this day their emphasis
is on (1) the halcyon periods of the Han and T’ang dynasties, (2) the two Sung
periods, and (3) recent Chinese history.

The Northern and Southern Sung (960-1279 A. D.) period marks the begin-
ning of modern China. It was during this period that China attained her
greatest cultural achievements. Documents passed down from the Sung are
especially abundant after the invention and development of printing at the end
of the T’ang and Five Dynasties. The industrial and commercial sectors were
also already considerably well-developed. In foreign relations politics gravitated
around land transportation, while economic considerations were more important
than politics on the high seas. Perhaps these are the causes which attracted
scholars to study Sung history in countries around the world.

Professor E. Balazs organized the study of Sung history overseas. In 1954
he established the Sung Project in Paris. He invited scholars from the United
States and Europe to participate and their first research project was the
compilation of an index of reference books. Japanese scholars organized “The
Japanese Committee on the Sung Project,” which in 1957 published 4 Classified
Catalogue of Japanese Books and Articles Concerning the Sung, followed two years
later with the publication of a Supplement, and in 1961 Abstracts of Japanese Books
and Articles Concerning the Sung was published. In the Republic of China we then
organized the “Colloquium on Sung History”, which published A Collection of
Sung history Research.

In 1956 when I was studying at Columbia University I visited Cambridge
to call on Professor L. S. Yang of Harvard University. He encouraged me to
compile a bibliography of Sung history based on books and article written by
Chinese scholars. The following year I was in Washington D. C. as the Cultural
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Attache at the Chinese Embassy. Mr. T, L. Yiian of the Library of Congress
also knew the direction of my research, and he encouraged me to compile
a Chinese edition of books and articles on Sung history.

In the fall of 1958 I returned to Taiwan. I had already collected almost
1,000 bibliography cards, but because so many journals were not easy to
acquire, it was impossible to write a short summary of each article, and I
therefore abandoned the idea of writing short reviews for each item. Wishing
to achieve nothing less than the ideal I temporarily put aside my project. Not
until last winter did I continue compiling and in March of this year “A
Bibliography of Chinese articles on Sung History” was published in Chinese
Culture (vol. 7, no. 1) covering the period 1905 through 1965. A Supplement to
the above Bibliography and "A Bibliography of Chinese Books on Sung History”
beginning with the Republican period was printed in volume 7, no. 2 of the
same journal. In the middle of June of this year I visited Korea, Japan, Canada
and the United States with the express intention of ascertaining the level of
sinological research in those countries, and at the same time collected some
works and bibliographies on Sung history. After returning to Taiwan in the
middle of August I began reorganizing the previously published “Bibliography
of Chinese Articles on Sung History” and its supplement as well as a bibliogra-
phy of books. This was published as 4 Bibliography of Chinese Articles and Books
on the Sung History,

Taipei, ROC
SHEE SUNG

October 1966
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Editor’s Notes

1. The articles and books, in Chinese or in Chinese translation, entered in this
bibliography cover a period from 1905 to 1981.

2. This bibliography centers around Sung China, extending from the end of
the T’ang dynasty and the Five Dynasties down to the Yuan dynasty, and to
such areas as Liao, Hsi Hsia, and Kin, if necessary.

3. The articles in this bibliography are selected from periodicals, symposiums,
and newspapers.

4. The classification used in this bibliography is according to subject and is
convenient to consult.

5. The entry of articles includes author, title, name of publication, volume and
number, date, and pages, while the entry of books includes author, title,
place of publication, publisher, date, and pages.

6. The articles and books in this bibliography are arranged in the order of
author’s name according to the number of strokes of the character.

7. This bibliography is attached with an index to authors.

8. This volume is, of course, far from perfect. The editor should be grateful
if the readers would point out any errors and omissions that may come to
their notice.
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