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PREFACE

Chinese culture had its beginnings in years long past. which then eventually developed into something
exquisitely beautiful. The Chinese people with these advances in civilization were able to preserve the
ways of the ancients while embracing the new. Chinese culture is the fruit of our people’s attempts to
survive and develop:  its intrinsic nature. along with its moral principles. democratic ideals, scientific
accomplishments, and bountiful resources were sufficient to ensure the survival of the Chinese people
Because China’s culture is unique in this way among all the world’s civilizations, it has continued to

flourish even to today.

Just u glimpse at the Library’s collection of articles used by our people in China’s southern and castern
provinces. as well us the items that belonged to the Chinese living in Southeast Asia. gives us an idea of
what our history really means. the sources of our culture. and the value of our art. And in the study of’
how our people lived and what they did so long ago. the value of these items is inestimable. This is
not to mention such objects in our collection as the deity figures. These religious visages inspire respect
and fear. leading those who gaze on them to lead more upright lives and to be more cautious in words
and actions. The mellowed color and tragrance of these figures are elegantly precious, sufficient in
themselves to warrant our respect and delight.  These qualities. of course. also serve to enhance our
minds and to bring about better education in our society.

The National Central Library Taiwan Branch Library has a very large collection of folk art and utensils,
and a number of these are truly exquisite. Because of the broad range of this collection, they are dis-
played in a rotation of 700 to 800 pieces at a time. These artworks and ulensils provide viewers with a
grasp of the extreme length of our nation's history and give viewers an understanding of what our
history. culture, and art are really like. 1t was due to this that the Library decided to cdit a scries of
catalogs on our collection over the years. so that viewers may obtain a better understanding und ap-
preciation of' our collection. From this collection we are able to realize how our people lived thousands
of years ago and how our culture was passed down through the centuries. It also serves to enhance the
pride and self-respect of the Chinese people.

In this collection. 180 pictures arc presented in the same order as Volume 1. We have prepared this
second volume so that many other people can enjoy the Library’s collection, as well asin response to
the requests of those who were pleased with the first volume.

The preparation of this book involved the time and dedication of many peoplc. The editing work was
conducted under the direction of Library Promotion Department Head Mr. Chang I-ting. and Mr.
Huang Wen-hsin provided him with his valuable assistance: [ would like to offer them both my sincerest
thanks. T would also like to express my gratitude to the National Museum of History’s Mr. Huang
Yung-chuan, Mr. Ch'in Chi-ti. and Ms Carolyn Phillips for their help in translating this volume into
English.

We hope that you will enjoy this volume, and look forward to hearing your comments and criticisms.

Liu Ch’ang-po, Dircctor
National Central Library Taiwan
Branch Library

June 1984
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An Introduction to the Folkware Collection,

Volume I1

1. In this volume, the illustrations of our Chinese tolkware collection total 180, and the order in which
they appear is the same as in Volume [. There are seven categories in this book: food utensils, costume
decorations, ordinary household wares or utensils, general implements, religious altar fittings, god
figures, and Shih-wan ceramic ware.

2. The explanation of cach item includes the period when it was made. the production location. its
style. its special title, and its size. This also includes an English translation for Western readers.

3. The earliest item in this volume is a white jade belt hook from the Six Dynastics period (229 —
589). and the most contemporary are the Shih-wan ware items of the Republic period. Many items in
this book, such as the Yuuan bronze weight, the Ming Ts'u-chou ware, the bamboo waterpipe, and so
on, arc very rare with finc aesthetic qualities.

4. There are 28 illustrations of Shih-wan wall vases in this book, which are decorated with vividly
colored birds, flowers, fish, insects, etc. They served as wall decorations as well as flower vases.

5. A total of 19 illustrations (39 figures) of Chinese folk deities from the Ming and Ch’ing dynasties
are in this volume. Among them, such figures as the Goddess of the Sea (Matsu) with her female
attendants, the Taoist God Chen-wu Ta-ti, and the deity Ling-pao T’icn-tsun. are excellent.

6. The Shih-wan figures werc delicately made and won a high reputation both here and abroad. In this
volume, eleven pieces by Ts'ui Kuo-hsiung have been selected. Mr. Ts'ui was a talented artist from
Kwangtung, and he learned his art during his youth from a famous teacher, We are glad that his art-
works, as well as the Chiao-chih ware of Chiayi, serve to glorify the Republic of China.
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Octagonal bamboo cricket cage; Chling dynasty.
H:59em ... .

. Bronze bird feeder with painted enamel design:

Chlingdynasty. H:3.2em .. ... ... ... ..

5. Green-glazed painting barrcl with relief tloral

partern; Ching dynasty. MD: 18 cm H; 33 cm

. Inscribed bamboo armrest; Ch'i m_g dyna>ty

L:54.8 cm

Bronze palette with pdmled enamel deslgn.
Ch'ing dynasty, D; 20,8 .

Milky-white glazed water container with an
incised floral pattern: Ch’ing dyn‘ls[y
MD:6.5cem H:Sem .

Polychrome-gluzed porcelain brush washer
decorated with flowers, fruits, and birds; Ch’ ing
dynasty Shih-wan ware. H: 9.6 cm ... . .

Chun-hlue glaved brush washer with a (lnndm;.
eagle; Ch’ing dynasty. H: 11.5 cm . .

YeHowish-green glazed round low table with
a pruitus motif: late Ming dynasty Shih
ware. D: 18 em H: 5.5 cm

o
b



11

11

11

n

116,

11

118,

o

118,

120

o
3

o

et

*

. Painted leather pillow; C

=

. Stone weight,

. Wooden compass,

Bronze brush washer with an enaimel
devoration; Ch'ing dynasty. D: 30 em .

Rattan pillow; CW’ingd dynasty. H: 10em
Li2Sem. . ouvinn i
Wooden pillow; Ch’ing dynasty, 1 16,5 em
L:33em.. ... ... .

L:37em

Two gold pocket watches; Chingd <1vnd>!y
(from lefty D: Sem D 55¢

Bronze clock with Horal fretwork:
Ch'ing dynasty. D: 12.2em H: 7.5em .. ..

D:9cm

Compass; Ch'ing - dynasty
$3.5em .

Two bronze weights; Yuan dya

sty. (Itom
lefty H: 9.2 em 11 8.2 cm ..

Two ancient iron weights, (from feft) H
4.7cm H: 4.4 cm

. Bronze weight made by Ta-tulu in 1342:

Yuan dynasty. H: 10.5 om

2. Ancient 30 llang bronse weight. H: 9.2 em

H:l56cm .. ..

. Wooden coin counter: Ch'ing dynasty.

L:505cem W:38em . ...

L:28em ...

. Two carpenter’s inked-string markers.

(from left) L: l" e H:4.3em
Li9Zem M38em. . ... .. ..

. Handsaw with carved floral decorations:

Cling dynasty. L: 26 cm

2em oL

. Bronze mold for silver currency; Ch'ing

dynusty T'ung-chih seign. H: 16 em .

. Pair of gilt wood-fretwork flower baskets;

Ching dynasty. H: 59.5 em

. Gold-painted wood incense holder:

Ch'ing dynasty. H: 34.5cm . ... .. ... ..

. Gold-painted wood incense holder;

Ching dynasty. H: 37cm . . . .

. Gold-painted wood incense holder:

Ching dynasty. H: 23.2em ... .. .
Buddhist fish drum of unpainted wood;
Ch'ing dynasty. (drum) H: 18.5 e
(stick) L: 41,8 cm

61

61

04

64

a
b3

b

60

67

67

68

68

69

70

71

71

. Bronze fan: Ch'ing dynasty.

L:455cm ..

. Cast-bronze ching. a Buddhist vesse] thats

struck during chanting; Ch'ing dynasty
Tao-kuang reign. MD: 22 cm H: 195 cm .

. Wooden Buddhist altar mlmgs Ch'ing

dynasty. L:27.5cm ...
Mongoelian aneestral tablet of wood:
Ch'ing dymasty. H: 7dem ... ..

39, Cast-tin centipede: Ch'ing dynasty. L 51 em .

=
S

=

147,

148

149,

. Carved-wood Geddess of Merg

. The door god Yu Lei of carved wood: Ch'ing

dynasty. o

. Gold-painted wood Taoist deity. the Civil Judge:

Chling dynasty. H: 27 cm

. Gold-painted wood Taoist deity. the Mxllmry

Judge: Chling dynasty. H: 26 ¢cm

. Gold-painted wood Sakyamuni Buddha;

[

Ch'ing dynasty. H: 103

Gold-painted wuod Sakyamuni Buddha:
Ching dynasty. 11: 10.3 em

5. Carved-wood Goddess of Mmy Ching

dynasty, I11: 11,0 ¢,

dynasty. H: 31.5 ¢,

wss of

Ceramic I'housand-Armed God'
Mercy with white glaze: Ch'l mg d)
Chicn ware. H: 19.6 em . .

my

Goald-painted wood Sudhana, a Buddhist
disciple; Ch'ing dynasty. H: 325¢m |

Carved-wood Matsu, the Taoist Goddess
of the Sea. with her female attendants: Ch’ing
dynasty. (from left) H: 15 em Ii: 25 em
H:255¢m H: 25em H: 15 em

. Gold-painted wood Matsu, the Taoist

78

78

79

Goddess of the Sea: Ch'ing dynasty. H:16.6 cm 83

. Worship tabler for Kuan Yu, a deified hero

from the Three Kingdoms pcuud ch i
dynasty. H: 200 em .

2. Painted molded clay Kuan Yu: Ch'ing

dyvnasty. H: 20em ... ...,

- Painted molded-vlay Kuan Yu; Cli'ing dynasty.
H:

Jom oo

. Gilt carved-wood Kuan P’ing. [he son of Kuan

Yu: Chving dynasty. H: 21,2 ¢n

5. Gold-painted wood Chen-wu Ta-ti. a

Taoist deity: Ming dynasty. H:32.5¢em .. ..

. Gold-painted wood Hsiian-wu Ta-ti, a Taoist

deity: Ch'ingd dynasty. H: 15.7 cm



157,

4

158,

159.

160.

162,

i

163.

<

164,

o
&

166.

167.

3

168,

&

169.

170.

Gold-painted wood Wang Yeh, a Taoist
diety: Chling dynasty. H: 17.7cem .. .. .. .. 86

Gilt wood figures of the four Taoist deities
Ling-pao Tien-tsun, Tao-te T’ien-tsun.

Yiian-shih Tien-tsun, and Chang T'ien-shih;
Ch’ing dynasty. (from left) H: 29.5 cm

H:30cm H:30.5cm H:295¢em. .. ... . 87

Gold-painted wood Kuangli Ta-wang,
a folk figure: Ch'ing dynasty. H: 13.6 cm . .. 88

Gold-painted wood God of Wealth; Ching
dynasty. H: 18.2

. Gold-painted wood folk figure, the Five-

Thousand Year Lord; Ch'ing dynasty.
Hi225em ..ol L. 8

Gold-painted wood Ch’en Ching-ku
the Taoist Goddes: Ch mg dynasty.
H:285cm . ...,

Pair of seal-holder boys of gold-painted wood:
Ching dynasty. (from left) H' 53
Hi5Som ...

Wood carving of Lei Chen-tzu, one of the
lengendary Sons of Thunder; Ch'ing dynasty.
:26.5cm

5. Gold-pamted wood Martial God of Wealth:

Ch'ing dynasty. : 14.5 cm
Gold-painted wood God of Wealth; Ch

l’mg
dynasty. H: 26.6 cm . ..

Gold-painted wood deity; Ching dynastv
H: 34 em o

Carved-jade Sakyamuni Buddha: Ch'ing
dynasty K'ang-hsi reign. H:9em . .

Carved-brick Hsieh Pling-kuei, a hero of the
T'ang dynasty; Ch'ing dynmy Chuan-chou
ware . H:26cm -

Cast-bronze statue of the Sung poet Su
Tung-p’o: Ch'ing dynasty. H:25.5¢m . . . . . .. o5

171.

172

173,

@

17

175.

&

176,

&

177.

178.

179.

18

=

b

Molded-pottery statue of Lu Yii drinking tea.
made by Ts'ui Kuo-hsiung: Republic period
Shih-wan ware. H:16em. .. ... ....... .. 93

Molded-pottery statue of Su Wu, a loyal
minister of the early Han dynasty, made by
Ts'ui-Kuo-hsiung; Republic period

Shih-wan ware. H:21.5¢m H:5.5em - . 96

Molded-pottery statue of the great T'ang poet
Li Po, made by Ts'ui Kwo-hsiung: Republic
period Shih-wan ware. H:11,5¢m - - - - - . - . .

Molded-pottery mother and child, made by
Ts’ui Kuo-hsiung; Republic period
Shih-wan ware. H:8.2cm H:13cm

Molded pottery Chang Liang. a great

strategist who served the founder of the

Han dynasty, made by Ts'ui Kuo-hsiung;

Republic period Shih-wan ware

H27cm Hild.5em -« - - v v v ooeeee e 98

Molded pottery statue of the legendary

heroine Mu-lan, made by Ts'ni Kuo-hsiung;
Republic period Shih-wan ware.

H:167ecm H:245c¢m ... ... ... . ... .99

Molded pottery Maitreya Buddha. made by
Ts'ui Kuo-hsiung; Republic period Shih-wan
ware. H:10.3cm

Three molded-pottery statues of two

juggler boys, made by Ts’ui Kuo-hsiung;
Republic period Shih-wan ware,
H:13.2¢em H:8.5¢m H:1i.5¢m

Two molded-pottery statues of the folk

figure Yang Hsiang choking a tiger. made

by Ts'ui Kuo-hsiung: Republic period

Shih-wan ware. H:15em - ... ... L. 101

Molded-pottery statue of the notorious

monk Lu Chih-shen, made by Ts'ui

Kuo-hsiung: Repubhc period Shih-wan

ware \H30.5em - - oo 102

(Note: D is diameter, MD is mouth diameter,
L s length. and W is wid k)



1 WM TE R BT ¢ 25,489

Underglaze-blue saucer with a landscape motif; late Ch’ing dynasty Ching-teh ware.
D: 254 ¢cm

2 MARWRME S T RAMER WIE: 2544

Underglaze-blue saucer with a landscape motif, floral-design edge, and foliated edge;
late Ch'ing dynasty Ching-teh ware. D: 25 cm ’ &



3 MARTHIC WA P AMMC TR BWE®: 25.40%

Underglaze-blue commemorative saucer from the Swatow ship the Hamburg; late Ch'ing
dynasty Kuang ware. D: 254 cm

4 WSREEMELEA AN W 22.8A%
Painted enamel copper-base plate with an octagonal shape; Ch’ing dynasty. D: 22.8 cm

2



S Ml MR A IR
Qi : 425 & 14.528454
Ferrous-glazed square vase with a figure motif;
Ch’ing dynasty Ch’i 1en lung period Ching-teh ware.
MD:4cm H:14.5

6 BARLTLETE AR
Off : 72% ®:17.784%
Ceramic jar with an underglaze-blue fgure motif;
Mmg dynasty Ch’enghua ware. MD: H



