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Preface

This grammar is meant for the English majors, especially for
those who are working towards a B. A. degree in English language
and literature on a self-taught basis. For this purpose, it gives:

(1) a systematic and step-by-step introduction to the grammati-
cal analysis, starting with a bird’s-eye view of the hierarchi-
cal structure and functional types of the English sentence
and then proceeding to deal with more detailed issues;

(2) a self-sufficient, yet open-ended, treatment of each of the
major grammatical issues so as to offer a well-developed de-
scription in its own right and, in the meantime, facilitate
more advanced study;

(3) and, at the end of each chapter, questions and language
work for consolidation.

The present grammatical system may be at variance in some respects
(e.g. verb categorization) with the traditional grammar books that
the Chinese learners of English have been using both in and out of
school. Therefore, users of this book are encouraged to adopt a com-
parative and critical method of study for a better understanding of
English grammar. The reason why the book has left out some gram-
matical issues from discussion is two-fold: on the one hand, it is in-
tended to be a coursebook, not a grammar of comprehensive type; on
the other, the prospective readers are assumed to already have a rea-
sonable amount of knowledge about grammar.

In the course of writing the book, I benefited tremendously from

the people around me. I owe my special thanks to Professor Zhang
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Yuexiang (7 A #¥, Shanghai International Studies University ),
who kindly and patiently undertook the burden of reading, criticizing
and polishing all the preliminary drafts of the book and who has been
teaching me to value grammar ever since | became his student in
1974. 1 am also indebted to Professor Zhang Zhenbang (2 #z ¥,
Shanghai International Studies University ) for his encouragement
and generosity in giving me his many books and teaching notes and
authorizing me to make use of whatever | find appropriate for my
book. Besides, 1 feel grateful to Professor Yang Yonghui (#4& %,
Fudan University), Professor Huang Ren (#{¥, Shanghai Interna-
tional Studies University) and Professor Liu Runging (X[ #, Bei-
jing Foreign Studies University) for their invaluable comments before
the final draft was drawn. Thanks are also due to my colleagues who
showed their concern and offered their suggestions both before and
after the book took its present shape, and to my students whose feed-
back from my grammar lectures is forever a source of enlightenment.
And finally, I must record my heartfelt gratitude to my wife and
daughter for their love, support and willingness to take over almost
all the housework and put up with my constant absent-mindedness,
frequent bouts of anger as a result of frustration and repeated delays
of promised outings.

LiJi'an (ZHE)

College of English Language and Literature

Shanghai International Studies University

August 1998
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