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ABSTRACT

This book,rich in historical facts, te-
11s about the changes in longevity of Ch~
inese in ancient times, It also desoribes
the living conditions of the aged and how
they were taken care of and respected
in various dynasties, The author, with
ease and grace, dwells on the folk tra-
ditions through which the Chinese have
always supported and waited upon the—
ir parents, He discusses the developme—
nt and formation of such traditions re-
garding the elderly in the ancient society,
Finallv, he tries to analyse the advata—
ges as well as the disadvantages of sho-
wing respect to the aged in Chinese hi-
story, This book is a very comprehen—~
sive and systematic treatment of the li-
ving conditions of the elderly and how
they were cared for in ancient times,

At the present time,the Chinese society
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is moving into a stage in which the
elderly will become an increasingly lar-
ger segment of the population, Many old
people, social workers. who are taking
care of the aged, and researchers who
are interested in Chinese folk culture
will find this book easy to read and
informative,
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