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PREFACE TO BILINGUAL EDITION

The essays on American politics and government
in this volume were originally Voice of America
Forum Lectures. As was the case with the original
broadcasts, the central purpose of this volume is to
provide our readers with information on the Ameri-
can political process and explain the intricate system
of American government. The complex relation-
ships of shared and balanced power are described
with great care. To the extent that it is possible
to keep up with changes since the original lectures,
facts and figures have been checked and updated.

The lecturers for this series, all eminent American
political scientists, well-respected for their know-
ledge and expertise, are mostly from universities
with large political science departments. Most are
specialists in American Government, which is usually
only one of the five or six fields within the Political
Science departments at these universities. Other
fields such as Political Theory, International Rela-
tions, Political Parties, Political Behavior, Cons-
titutional Law, and Public Administration are also
taught.

Most of the American Government specialists
lecturing in this series used scientific research
methods to acquire information and draw conclu-
sions. But others, as the reader will note, were more
subjective, basing their conclusions on value judg-
ments. In some instances, such judgments may vary
from lecturer to lecturer and thus may leave a mixed
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impression. However, no attempt has been made to
maintain consistency, for to do so would have been
incompatible with the wide diversity of opinion on
political matters that exists and is encouraged in
the United States.

We hope that publication of this volume will,
as far as may be possible, contribute to better
understanding between the peoples of China and the
United States.
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Stephen K. Bailey
Original editor and coordinator of this series
which was first broadcast in 1964 and 1965.
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Stephen K. Bailey, Vice President of the
American Council on Education, was
dean of the Maxwell Graduate School of
Citizenship and Public Affairs at the
Ayracuse University when he edited this
series of essays. A graduate of Hiram
College, Dean Bailey received a Rhodes
Scholarship that led to both the A.B. and
M.A. degrees at Oxford (1939 and 1946
respectively). He has another M.A.

from Harvard (1943} and was granted
Harvard’s Ph.D. (1948). With this
armamentarium of academic studies,

he has.proceeded to a career brilliant
academically and politically. From

an associate professorship at Wesleyan
University, Dr. Bailey took over the
Osborn chair in Public Affairs at
Princeton University (directing the
Graduate Program of the Woodrow
Wilson School there), before going to the
Maxwell School. His political positions
have included work with the Hoover
Commission and the Mayorship of
Middletown, Connecticut. Books on

the Congress and politics as a

profession have gained him numerous
honors. Dean Bailey is the co-

ordinator of this series.
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Staniey Kelley, Jr.
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Stanley Kelley, Jr., Professor af
Political Science at Princeton Eniversity,
concerns himself with the relationship of
partisan politics to governmental

action, His A.B. and M.A. were
awarded by the University of Kansas,
his Ph.D. by Johns Hopkins University,
where he became an instructor.
Research took him to Rome on a
Fulbright grant to study Italian party
politics, and subsequently brought

him to the Brookings Institution in
Washington, D.C. Such research has
borne fruit in two books, Professional
Public Relations and Political Power,
and Political Campaigning; contributions
to a third one, Presidential Election
and Transition; and numerous scholarly
articles, including “‘Politics and
Pedagogy,”” which appeared in The
Journal of Politics for 1954, A member
of the editorial board of Public

Opinion Quarterly, he has rendered
practical service to the McClellan
Committee of the U.S. Senate

and to the Maryland School and
Finance Commission,



THE AMERICAN
CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM

Stanley Kelley, ]Jr.

In this chapter I shall discuss some basic features of the
American constitutional system and some of its founders’
purposes. :

I shall devote time to the second item because I am
convinced that it helps one to understand the first. I
believe, and I think I can show, that a knowledge of the
outlook and objectives of the men who wrote the federal
Constitution is a good introduction to understanding
American governmental institutions and practices as
they exist now, even though modern American govern-
ment is vastly more complex and more extensive in its
exercise of powers than anything envisioned in 1787.
A knowledge of its origins contributes a great deal to
understanding the government of the United States,
because, like the governments of many of today's new
nations but unlike those of many older states, it was a
deliberate creation at a point in time. Its principal in-
stitutions were set up all at once, by particular men,
with particular purposes in mind. It was a government
that came into being by design. To appreciate a paint-
ing, it is helpful to know what the painter had in mind;
so to understand the American constitutional system, it
is useful to know something of the purposes of those

who planned it.
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