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Freface

Situated at the center of the city of Beijing, the Imperial Palace, formeriy known
as the Forbidden City, was the home of the emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Buiit in the years from 1406 to 1420, it boasts a history of over 570 vears, being the
largest in scale, best preserved and most complete architectural complex of ancient
palaces in China, where 14 emperors of the Ming dynasty and 10 emperors of the Qing
dynasty resided, reigning China for 491 years.

Occupying an area of 720, 000 square meters with north — south fength 961 meters
and east — west width 753 meters, the Imperial Paiace is surrounded on four sides by a
rectangular walt of over 10 meters high and a moat of 562 meters wide. There is a gate
on each side and a corner tower with ingenious structure at each of the four cormers. In
the Palace, there are over 9,000 bays of rooms.

The Imperial Palace now homes the Palace Museum, the largest museum in China
with a collection of hundreds of thousands of cultural treasures left over from the past.

The Palace grounds are functionally divided into two parts: the front part, called
Qianchao(Front. Palace), takes the three great halis (Taihe Hall, Zhonghe Hall, Bache
Hall)as its main body and Wenhua Hall in the east and Wuying Hall in the west as its two
wings. It was used as the important venue for imperial ceremonies. The back part,
called Neiting (Inner Palace), includes Qianaing Palace, Jiaotai Hall and Kumning Palace
at the center, surrounded by six eastern halis and six western halls, Ningshou Palace,
Cining Palace and Yangxin Palace. It was where emperors and their families resided and
dealt with state affairs.

As the Imperial Palace is very spacious with numerous architecture, visitors are ad-
vised to select a touring route that fits the time they can afford to spend in the Palace.

There are three choices availabie now:

1. The central route, which coincides with the central axis of the Imperial Palace,
starts from Wumen Gate, through the three great halls ( Taihe Hall, Zhonghe Hali, Baohe
Hall), and the three Inner palaces (Qianging Palace, Jiaotai Hall, Kunning Palace), then
the Imperial Garden, and ends with Shenwu Gate.




2.The western route and eastern route focus on the east six halls, west six halls
and the Hall of Arts and Crafts, etc.

3. The outer eastern route mainly tours the Arrow Pavilion, the Nine— Dragon Wall,
Huangji Hall, Ningshou Palace, Changyin Pavilion, Leshou Hall and Emperor Qianiong’ s
Garden.

The well — krown ancient architectural complex of the Imperial Paiace, together
with its rich collection of historical treasrues, demonstrates the wisdom and hard work
of the laboring people of China. It is not only the pride of the Chinese nation, but an es-
sential part of the cultra! treasures of the world.

The Palace has been designated by the State Council as one of the key cultural her-
itage protection units netionwide. In 1987, it was also designated by UNESCO as the
world cultural heritage, and was enlisted in its catalogue.

The Imperial Palace, the largest museum in China, attracts numerous vistiors at
home and abroad every day with its magnificent architecture, rich coliection of cultural
treasures and conspicuous history of its own. Once here, one cannot but retrace the
history, deplore the change of the worid and acauire new knowledge and appreciation of
the charm of the oriental art.

This picture album is designed to accompany you to tour around the Imperial Palace
with plenty of pictures and concise notes organized in a way that matches the travel
route in the Palace. It is aiso hoped that it will help you to recall the fond memories of
your tour to this great Palace.
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Golden River Bridges and Wumen Gate
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