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E] Life

David Spohn

Life is like a winding path surrounded by flowers, butterflies,
and delicious fruit, but many of us spend much time looking for hap-
piness around the next corner. We do not bend to enjoy the happiness
whichis ours for the taking just at our feet.

In our desire to reach the “pot of gold”, complete and lasting
happiness we all want to fill our lives, we ignore anything which
doesn’t seem worthy of such a large ambition, or which can’t give us
the whole thing all at once.

Happiness is all around us, but it often comes in small grains.
When we gather it grain by grain, we soon have a basketful.

What small pieces of happiness surround me right now?

Q] GOLDEN FRUIT

A. A. Milne

Of the fruits of the year I give my vote to the orange. In the first
place it is a perennial — if not in actual fact, at least in the green-
grocer’s shop. On the days when dessert is a name given to a
handful of chocolates and a little preserved ginger, when macedoine de
fruits is the title bestowed ' on two prunes and a piece of rhubarb,

then the orange, however sour, comes nobly to the rescue; and on
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those other days of plenty when cherries and strawberries and rasp-
berries and \gooseberries riot * together upon the table, the orange,
sweeter than ever, is still there to hold its own. Bread and butter,
beef and mutton, eggs and bacon, are not more necessary to an or-
dered existence * than the orange.

It is well that the commonest fruit should be also the best. Of the
virtues of the orange I have not room fully to speak * . It has prop-
erties of health giving, as it cures influenza and establishes the com-
plexion. It is clean, for whoever handles it on its way to your table
but ’ handles its outer covering, its top coat, which is left in the hall.
It is round, and forms an excellent substitute with the young for ¢ a
cricket ball. The pips can be flicked at your enemies, and quite a
small piece of peel makes a slide for an old gentleman.

But all this would count nothing had not the orange such de-
lightful qualities of taste. I dare not let myself go upon this subject. [
am a slave to its sweetness. [ grudge ’ every marriage in that it means
a fresh supply of orange blossom, the promise of so much golden fruit
out short. However, the world must go on.

Yet with the orange we do live year in and year out. That speaks
well for the orange. The fact is that there is an honesty about the or-
ange which appeals to all of us. If it is going to be bad — for the best
of us are bad sometimes — it begins to be bad from the outside, not
from the inside. How many a pear which presents a blooming face to
the world is rotten at the core. How many an innocent-looking apple,
is harbouring * a worm in the bud ®. But the orange has no secret
faults. Its outside is a mirror of its inside, and if you are quick you

can tell the shopman so before he slips it into the bag.
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@ Japan War Apology Is

Essential to the Future
S. P. Seth

In the lead-up to the 50th anniversary in August of Japan’ s
surrender in the Second World War, the Japanese Government was
wrestling for months to cobble together ' some sort of an apology for
Japan’s wartime crimes.

This was considered necessary for two reasons. First, without it,
Japan’ s Socialist Prime Minister, Mr Murayama was threatening to
pull out of Japan’ s coalition Government with the majority
(conservative) Liberal Democratic Party. This would have brought
down the Government. Secondly, a conciliatory’and remorseful *
gesture of the sort would help Japan’ s Asian war victims Zo come fto
terms 4 with anew Japan.

Japan’ s new phraseology of contrition seems to have served the
first purpose of saving the coalition government on this issue. As for
the second, it does not go far enough because Japan’s play with words
has avoided using the word “apology” to atone for * its war crimes.

Indeed, by recalling and drawing a parallel with similar crimes in
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modern history, Tokyo seems to be saying that its record was no better
or worse than any others.

To quote: “We look back at instances of colonial rule and cats of
aggression in modern history and recognize both the fact that we car-
ried out such acts and the suffering that we brought upon the citizens of
other countries, particularly Asian nations, and express deep regret. ”

Not surprisingly, Japan’ s new “apology” has not found favour
with its Asian victims such as China and South Korea.

Unlike Germany, which has on several occasions handsomely
apologized for its Nazi past, Japan has a serious problem with making
a full apology. There are a number of reasons for this.

First, there is a widespread belief in Japan that he war forced on
it as a result of an American oil embargo and other sanctions. This is
not quite true. Japan was already heading in that direction when it
absorbed Manchuria in 1931 and started war against China in 1937,
much before American sanctions ®. Tokyo’s attack on Paerl Harbour
on December 7, 1949, was a pre-emptive strike to disable American
naval power, even as Japan launched its full-scale invasion of Asia on
December 7 and 8, 1941.

Secondly, many Japanese believe that they entered into the Pa-
cific War to liberate Asia from western colonialism. And to these
people all the stories about war crimes are sheer fabrication ’ . In May
last year, for instance, Mr Shigeto Nagano, then the Justice Minister,
dismissed the 1937 Nanking massacre (in which up to 300 000 Chi-
nese civilians died in a Japanese military orgy) as a “fabrication. ”

He also maintained, in an interview with the Japanese Mainichi
newspaper, that “It is wrong to say it the Pacific War was waged with
the aim of aggression . They the Japanese forces were serious about

liberating the colonies *-+. ” Because of the outery from Japan’s Asian
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neighbours over his remarks, the minister was forced to resign. But he
was not the first such minister, and will not be the last, to make these
preposterous ® claims.

Unfortunately, such a view is shared, although not expressed so
forthrightly, by many Japanese. There are indeed strong org anized
groups and lobbies and promoting a benign ® view of Japan’s war role.
These include, for instance, the Association of War-Bereaved Fami-
lies, the Soldiers Pension federation and the Association of Shinto
Shrines ——the state religion until 1954.

These organizations have large memberships and followings with
countrywide networks of branches. Shinto shrines are visited by pow-
erful politicians fo pay homage to " Japan’s wartime dead, including
war criminals,

Thirdly, there is an almost universal belief in Japan that the
United States, too, owes Japan an apology for dropping the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima and on Nagasaki in 1945. Since Germany was
spared' this calamity (although the British did fatten some of its in-
dustrial and population centres in a senseless act of aerial destruction
' towards the end of the war) many Japanese regard the targeting of
Japanese cities for atomic attack as an act of racist bigotry and cruelty
against a non-white people.

The Japanese were outraged recently when President Clinton not
only refused to apologize for the Americans’ dropping of an atomic
bomb on Japan, but also justified its use at the time. The standard
America argument is that the atomic bomb saved lives of many Allied
soldiers by bringing the war to an early end. Otherwise a full - scale
invasion of Japan, it is argued, would not only have been very costly
in human and other terms for the Allied forces but would probably have

caused more destruction for Japan and its people than the carnage from
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