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Lesson One

Christmas Day in the Morning
by Pearl S. Buck

I New Words and Expressions

Christmas ['krismas | #. a christian holy day usu. held on Decem-
ber 25th in honour of the birth of Christ.
EWET

completely [kom’pli :tli] adv. wholly; in every way 52 H1;

R 3

milking _[:’ milkin ] =. the work to milk cows B4

cling [klin] ». stick firmly ¥ & ; %F

magic [ maédsik] n- a strange influence or power; a charming and

» mysterlous quality & F1, %%H

worthwhile ['w3 :0 wail] adj. worth doing; worth the trouble
taken {H1B
trim {trim] v. to make neat, even. or tidy by cutting {f 85 ; &
B, BE '
separate [’ seporit ] ad j. not the same; different. ﬁ}}ﬂ% Tﬂ

8
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actually ['aktjusli] adv. in actual fact; really 3R b, 4F3C |-

awake [ weik ] adj. having woken; not asleep BEE ), TEEMY

starry ['statri] adj. filled with stars HiE B, EXCAIEH

extraordinary [ik'stro :deneri] adj. very strange R—&H), #

BREY '

dawn [do :n] n. the time of day when light first appears; the first
appearance of light in the sky before the sun rises
we, #WEE .

slip[slip] v. to slide out of place or fall by sliding. Here it is used

figuratively. ¥ 3 (AIRIEETED
nowadays ['nauadeiz] adv. at the present time; now BL7E, H#i
overhear [suva'hia] v. to hear without their knowledge J5 & & ,
WrEl; BT
manage ['meenid3 ] v. to succeed in dealing with (a difficult action
or movement) [ {}, AZb¥H

brisk [brisk] adj. quick and active 32, GEE) RAL

besides [bi'saidz] adv. in addition; also B, £ 4

loiter ['loita | v. to move on or move about with frequent stops fE
o, #3HRE

stumble['stambal | v. to catch the foot on the ground while mov-

ing along and start to fall kBkigiE
turkey ['to :ki] n. a type of large bird kept on farms for its meat
which is highly regarded as food, esp. for Christ-
mas ‘K i§

mince [mins ] v. to cut (esp. meat) into very small pieces I %
5 e R | .

ten-cent store n. stores where you can buy small and cheap

— 5



things /PARJE, /NESER
attic ['eetik] »n. that part of a building esp. a house, just below

the roof TR#E, B =
stable ['steibal] n. a building for keeping and feeding animals,
esp. horses 5 JE
barn [b :an] n. (AmE) a farm building for deeping animals 4% I

o HH

l shepherd [’ [epad ] n. a man or boy who takes care of sheep in the

field BEAN, WFE
dagger ['daego] n. a short pointed knife used as a weapon =T
7]
creep [kri:p] ». to move slowly and quietly with the body close
| the ground f&%7, AE WM
gaze[ geiz ] v. to look steadily for a long or short period of time #¢

W, (TEE

soundly ['saundli] adv. (of sleep) deep and untroubled RN -

creaky ['kri:ki] adj. make sound easily BEFH

reddish ['redif] adj. slighly red BEHZL K, HOH

placid ['plaesid ] adj. quiet; not easily angered or excited i,

B

steadily ['stedili] adv. without stops [ #s, RE: 50 A H

froth [fro8 ] n. a white mass of small balls of air formed in a liquid
RS

fragrant ['freigront] adj. having a sweet or pleasant smell 5%

i)

chore [t[5 : ] n. a simple fastening for a door, worked by dropping

a bar into a U-shaped space [][-
— 3 —
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bar [ba:] v. to close firmly with a bar #7], HI]

queer [kwio] adj. strange FEH

sob [sob] v. to breathe while weeping, in sudden short bursts,

making a sound in the throat i

clutech [klat/] v. to hold tightly BEH, #ia=

hug [hag] #. the act of holding sb. tightly in the arms & E#i#4

. " | : N

reckon ['rekon] v. suppose JFA8, {Bi%

blessed ['blesid] adj. happy; desirable 324884

fade [feid] v. to cause to loose colour or freshness ( Bif) Hu

barthrobe ['ba :0roub] n. a loose grament worn before and after
- bathing esp. by men 4%

brooch [brautf] n. an ornament worn on women's clothgs fas-

' tened on by means of a pin M4}

dainty ['deinti] adj. small but pretty, clean ¥§55; &N

fortunate ['fo :tfonit] adj. lucky FEiEH

genuinely ['d3enjuinli] adv. really; truly EIF#ht

occur [o'ka:] . to hapgen unexpectedly B4R %k 4

beloved [bi'lavd] adj. deeply in love &8y ; HFEH

seal [si:l] v. to fasten or close with sth. sticky ¥44E

tiptoe['tiptau ] v. to walk on one's toes with the rest of one’s feet

raised above the ground BG‘W iE
gleam. [gli*m] v. give'out a bright light (JEL; Y%

to help with sth. ‘ 21 N
to trim a tree fggg'ﬁ*
to milk a cow B4
now that--+ , B SR eeeee

..._4-_.



to feel awake

ToHE R H

to overhear what sb. said REXT 72 ) A B RIS
to take one’s turn ' 'ﬁﬁlﬁk '
to take sth. for granted LS

to pull on/off one's clothes

to raise turkeys

(HEL. 2 %, Hﬁiﬁﬂﬁ
TR 3 K 3G '

to save money w|eE

to strike a match R —# ok o

to bar the door HIJ

to lie still _ HEHANE

to burst with love RERE

to be satisfied WE

to be unable to do sth. BHEBESTF -

to seal a letter =

to tie sth. to some place JEeer e RENFEAHTT
to put out the light WEAT k.

1. Background Knowledge

1. About the Author
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck (1892-1973), a 20th century
American novelist, was born on J une 26, 1892, in Hillsboro, West
_Virginia. Her Parents, Presbyterian missionaries in -China,
brought her to China in her infancy. '
China was Pearl' Buck’s home for 42 years. She learned to
speak Chinese before she learned English. Ail her schooling was
in China until she attended Randolph-Macon College and; later,
— 5 —



Cornell University in the United States.

Her marriage to Dr. John Buck, an agricultural missionary.
took her to a small town in northern China. She described the re-
gion in her famous novel, The Good Earth (1931). After 5 years
she moved to Nanjing and taught English literature to university
students. In 1935, she was divorced from Dr. Buck and married
Richard J. Walsh but was widowed in 1960. After that she made
her home in Pennsylvania. '

‘Her best-known novel, The Good Earth,deals with a Chinese
family which won Nobel Prize for literture in 1938. Her other
known novels include The East,The West Wind , The Mother ,The
Proud Heart etc.

2. the Birth of Jesus Christ

Jesus's mother was Mary and Joseph was his father. When
Mary was engaged 'to Joseph,, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. But as Joseph was
fair-minded and did not want to disgrace her publicly, he planned
to byeak with her secretly. While he was considering this, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph, son
of David, be not afraid to take Mary as your wife, for what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a
son and you are to call him Jesus, for he will save his people from
thetr sins. ‘

When Joseph awoke from his sleep he carried out what the
angel commanded of the Lord. He took to him his wife, but had

" no marital relations with her until she had given birth to her first-

born son, whom he called Jesus.

*6_._



After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem during the reign of
King Herod, there arrived wise men at Jerusalem from the east,
inquiring , where is the new-born king of the Jews? For we saw His
star in the east and we have come to worship Him. On hearing
this, King Herod felt disturbed, and with him all Jerusalem.
Herod then summoned the wise men for a private interview and
ascertained from thgmf just when the star appeared. The King al-
so said, Go and search carefully for the young child, and when
you have found Him, report to me so that I too may go and wor-
ship Him. After listening to the king they travelled on, and the
star they had seen in the east preceded them until it came and
rested above the place where the young child was. Entering the
house, they saw the little child with His mother, Mary, and pros-
trating themselves they worshipped Him. And opening their trea-
sure chests they offered Him Presents: gold, frankincense and
myrrh. Then, because of divine warning in a dream not to return
to Herod, they went back to their own country by a different
route. After the wise men had left an angel appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said , Rise! Take the child and His mother and escape
to Egypt, for Herod is about to search for the child in order to
murder Him. So he got up at night,took the child and His mother
and departed into Egypt where they remained until Herod's
death. ,

When Herod perceived that he had been out-witted by the
wise men he was furious and sent a detachment to murder all the
male children in Bethlehem and its environs, those of two years
and under, according to the time he had ascertained from the wise

— 7 —



men.

3. About Gifts

Americans give gifts on numerous occasions;on retirement of
a colleague at work; at Christmas; on birthdays of good friends
and children; at weddings; on the birth of a baby; when someone
achieves an honor or graduates and on a farewell visit to a friend..
However they exchange these gifts only among good friends. If
you know people only casually, it is inappropriate to give gifts. In
fact, if you give gifts to casual acquaintances or give too mary
gifts even to friends, Americans will feel uncomfortable; they will
not know how to reciprocate. In most cases, it is syitable to sim-
'ply bring one small gift on your farewell visit to each friend. The
gift should always be inexpensive and will be especially appreciat-
ed if it is from China. For a celebration, such as a retirement or
graduation, either bring something general like flowers or some-
thing that suits the interest of your friend. If you wish, wrap the
present, but wrapping is not necessary.

Americans almost always open a gift at once and admire it. .
They thank the giver and usually make some comment about the
gift's beauty or practicality so that you know it is appreciated.
Americans value homemade things. To ask if something—food,
clothes,decorations or furniture—is homemade is a compliment. It

suggests that your host is skillful enough to make the object.



