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Preface

July, 2001

Year 2000 was the year in which the Ninth Five-year Plan (1996 —2000) for
the national economy and social development was successfully accomplished with
brilliant achievements, and also was the year when the two centuries intersected,
inheriting the past and ushering in the future, and carrying forward the cause and
forging ahead into the future. As entering into the 21st century, the China’s edu-
cation will stride forward towards a new development stage, facing the challenges
of high-tech revolution featuring the information technology, facing the intense
competition of the economic globalization among the countries of the world, fac-
ing the various demands of the socialist construction and the masses. The develop-
ment and reform in education are being involved and supported by the public. The
educational issues in focus are concerned greatly and widely.

Now the whole society continue to carry out the spirit of the National Con-
ference on Education in 1999 convened by the Central Government. In the early
2000, President Jiang Zemin gave the Talk on the Educational Issues, further
stating the historical mission of the education in the socialist construction from the
point of the national fortune and the national vitalization and pointing out the new
way of education development. In the same year, the suggestions about the Tenth
Five-year Plan (2001 —2005) were formed from the Fifth Plenary Session of the
Fifteenth Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. The People’s
Congress approved this Plan and the goals of education development and reform in
the coming five years finally in 2001. To better implement the national macro ed-
ucation planning and policy, National Center for Education Development Re-
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search (NCEDR) has edited a series of reports on the national conditions of edu-
cation and policy analysis, Green Paper on Education in China from 2000, one
volume for each year. It should analyze the existing situations and development
trend in China’s education and explore the education policy issues in focus and
provide the references of international trend of education policy concerned.

2001 Green Paper on Education in China is the second volume of this series.
This book is composed of 9 sections in 3 parts. The first part, “Review of Cur-
rent Situation of Education in China”, introduces the significant development,
reform and policies concerned in 2000 and past five years. It analyzes the environ-
mental conditions we face in the early 21st century and prospects the development
trend of macro education during the period of the Tenth Five-year Plan. The sec-
ond part, “New Views of China’s Education”, shows three themes: education in
the development in western China, non-governmental education, and lifelong
learning, exploring the issues in focus that are concerned by the government, ed-
ucational cycles and community. The third part, “International Trends in Edu-
cation”, gives some special comments and introduction about the present trends
and reform of education in various nations. The book is edited with a rigorous sci-
entific approach and rich information and it is worth reading. We try to reflect
the achievements in educational policy research to a greater extent.

We wish cordially that this book could be useful reference to the educational
researchers, educational administrators, principals/presidents, teachers and stu-
dents as well as to those who are concerned about our education. Also we wish the
government officials at all levels, the departments of macro management and the
public to pay more attention and offer more support to education. Meanwhile, we
welcome your valuable suggestions and comments to the book in order to produce

better Green Paper on Education in China hereafter ™ .

Editor-in-chief

% Project Team of National Center for Education Development Research
37 Damucang Hutong, Xidan, Beying, 100816, Chma
Tel: 86-10-66020615 Fax: 86-10-66097042 Email: jxhua(@ moe. edu. cn
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