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CLOUDS OVER THE XIZANG PLATEAU is a book written by the author after a tour of investigation of clouds over the Plateau,
by using of photography. lightning recorder and radar information. Colour photos of clouds and meteors were taken from the ground and
aircrafts. Ground and satellite observational data as well as radiosonde records were collected for primary analyses and studies of clouds
in the area of Lasa. Rikaze, Dingri. Pali, Linzhi, Milin, Naqu and other places.

This book contains the main descriptions on the natural conditions of cloud formation, clouds over the Xizang Plateau which include
Cumulus, Cumulonimbus (particularly hail-bearing clouds and their macro/micro-physical structures), Stratocumulus, Stratus.
Nimbostratus, Altostratus, Altocumulus and Cirrus. Specific cloud forms over the Xizang Plateau, the transition of different clouds.
clouds over the Hengduan Mountain Range and over Moun: Zhumulangma, and various meteors are also carried in this work.

There are a total of 157 colour pictures in this book, each with a brief caption describing the evolution of the clouds or meteors. The
book provides a reference for persons engaged in meteorological observation: weather forecasting, aeronautical meteorology and
meteorological education.
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PREFACE

The Xizang Plateau (known as the roof of the world) is endowed with wonderful meteorological spectacles
and unusual atmospheric phenomena relating to sound, light and electricity. In addition the clouds over the
Plateau are characterized by many distinctive features.

From June to July in the year of 1981, the author visited a number of places on the Xizang Plateau, including
Lasa, Rikaze, Dingri, Pali, Linzhi, Milin, Naqu, et cetera, to investigate the physical properties of clouds (Figure 1)
in that area, by using photography, lightning recorder and radar information. Colour photographs were taken from
the ground as well as from aircrafts. Ground and satellite observational data were collected for Comprehensive
analyses and Studies.

This work contains a lot of cloud photographs (each with a brief caption) taken at different places on the
Plateau in the situation of different weather systems, with a view to giving intuitive impressions to meteorological
observers and cloud physicists so as to facilitate the study of the formation, development and dissipation of the
clouds over the Plateau. Moreover, the various meteors carried in this book will attract the interest of researchersin
cloud physics and may serve as a reference to specialists engaged in weather forecasting, acronautical meteorology
and weather modification.

During the tour of investigation on the Xizang Plateau, the author received generous assistance from a lot of
people to whom he should like to express his sincere thanks. These include Mr. Mao Rubai, director of Xizang
Meteorological Bureau, Mr. Du Bingjun, Mr. Xue Zhi, Mr. Luo Bu, Mr. Zhao Tongjin, Mr. Chen Shihua and many
others. The author is very grateful to Professor Wang Pengfei, Mr. Zhang Jihuai, Mr. Zhu Fukang, Mr. Zu
Bingqgian, Mr. Gao Mingren,Mr. Chen Yuchua, Mr. Jiang Yanwen and Mr. Tong Letian for their advice and
valuable suggestions. He also wishes to express his appreciation to Ms. Zhao Jinghua and Ms. Gao Xiaoyan for
preparing part of the diagrams.

The publishing of this work is sponsored by the Scientific and Technological Commission of Xizang
Autonomous Region, to which the author is particularly indebted.
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