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Unit One

Family
(KEE)

Topic Extract

Families exist in some form in every society of the world,
“and every person is or was a member of some family. Various
definitions of the family include special biological , psychological,
and social linkages. Biologically everyone.has a father and moth-
er. Psychologically most people identify with someone they de-
fine as parent, grandparent, brother or sister, uncle, or cousin.
Socially most people are members of a group they perceive as
“family ”—one in which relationships operate in an atmosphere of
acceptance, intimacy, support, and trust. To most sociologists
and anthropologists, the term family refers to persons related by
blood, marriage, or adoption and who share a common resi-
dence.

There are many types of families. The smallest family is
that of two persons such as a husband and wife, a parent and
child, or a brother and sister. These units are kinds of nuclear
families. Nuclear families include any two or more persons relat-
ed to one another by blood, marriage, or adoption and who share
a common residence. When the unit includes a husband and
wife, it is considered a conjugal family as well. The United
States Bureau of the Census defines family as a nuclear family.
In 1980 there were 58. 4 million families in the United States. Of
these, 48. 1 million were conjugal, 1. 7 million were families
headed by a man with no wife present, and 8. 5 million were
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headed by a woman with no husband present.

Almost everyone is born and reared in a nuclear family unit
consisting of self, parents, and sometimes siblings. This partic-
ular type of nuclear family is termed a family of orientation, a
family in which most basic early childhood experiences and learn-
ing occur. When a person marries, a new nuclear (and conjugal)
family is formed, a family of procreation. This family consists of
self, spouse, and children.

The extended family is simply any family that extends be-
yond the limits of the family of orientation or the family of pro-
creation. When, for example, a married couple lives with the
husband’s parents or a grandparent shares a household, the fam-
ily changes from a nuclear to an extended one. The addition of
any persons beyond the nuclear unit makes the family extended.

Research suggests that family systems are moving toward
patterns seen in the United States and other developed nations.
A number of societies are ahead of the United States in institut-
ing family policies intended to improve the welfare of the society
and of families within it. In several Western European countries,
legislation provides financial assistance to deal with family or
marital problems. In many developing countries governments
have participated in planned-parenthood programs to limit and
decrease family size. Some evidence suggests that there is a
worldwide trend toward greater involvement of women in deci-
sion-making processes, and of youth in the selection of their
marital partners, an increasing divorce rate, and modifications in
extended family patterns. Within the United States three new
marital and family lifestyles seem to be emerging in the second
half of the 20th century: unmarried partners living together,
childless marriages, and dual-career marriages.

Notes

1. Various definitions of the family include special biological,
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13.

psychological, and social linkages. & FPAEH LK E"H
EXAEEYY . OHEMESHBRA.

. Psychologically most people identify with someone they define

as parent, grandparent, brother or sister, uncle, or cousin.
MLHEZABERZHA G MATFRECGOEFEHCORE. B
SUH IR B R B EH AR,

. one in which relationships operate in an atmosphere of accep-

tance, intimacy, support, and trust XM REREZBXRE
BRRE XFURBENRA P AL

. the term family refers to persons related by blood, marriage,

or adoption and who share a common residence “Z EE”iX 4>
RIFBRESME . WETKFAE R — A, XA BEE
— :

. nuclear families /NFEE/ ¥ FEE
. a conjugal family REEARHKE

. The United States Bureau of the Census defines family as a

nuclear family. EEAODEERREFEAIR O RE.

a family of orientation &V % EE

a family of procreation EFEZERMEE
family systems are moving toward patterns seen in the Unit-
ed States and other developed nations FEEAHRE M EEE
0 HAtb &k E BT B R R
legislation provides financial assistance to deal with family or
marital problems 37 3824 P Bl DL &b B8 57 B 5 4% 4R 1) 550
planned-parenthood programs to limit and decrease family
size A 1TR0 8 5 R A0 ) LA KR ] 0 PR 4% BE B
in the selection of their marital partners {Efth {185 1K £ 1y
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14. unmarried partners living together, childless marriages, and

dual-career marriages REFIKFEFEE . L TFLHBHEUKRF
FCHR 155 1

Dialogue about the Topic

Teacher (A FAFH BT 5 T): Hello, everybody. This
time we are going to talk about the most popular topic Family.
Everyone of you may have a warm family. It’s said that most of
you are the kings and queens of the family, because you are the
only child of your parents. In China, according to family plan-
ning policy, people who want to be parents are only allowed to
have one child. Now, who wants to be the first to introduce your
family and to give your opinions of the concept Family?

Student A (LA T4 A): Let me try. I have a lovely family.
There are five members of our family: my parents, my grandpar-
ents and I. But I want to say something about future family in
China. Now it’s 21st century, the Chinese traditional family con-
cept may disappear and many people perhaps prefer to remain
single.

Student B(2A T4 B): Don’t you want to be single for ever?

A: Well, yes, I don’t want to get married and to have a
family of my own.

Student C(PA T & C): Don’t be silly, I think this is your
naive idea at present moment, and you’ll certainly change your
idea later.

B: Quite right. Perhaps your parents will not allow you to
remain single. They would like to have a grandson.

C:. That’s true. But this traditional culture may be
changed.
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B: I don’t think so. Perhaps this kind of things may happen
among some people, but the percentage will not be very high.
Because most of Chinese will maintain this culture.

T. Right, I agree with you. It’s true that nowadays families

1 our country are getting smaller. It’s due to the family plan-
aing policy. But families will still exist. Most people like to have
a happy family. This may be called a routine, a regular practice
of most of Chinese people. Now let’s turn to relationships of
family members. Could anyone of you say something about this?

B: I think the relationships among family members in most
families on the whole is harmonious. This is partly because most
Chinese have very strong feelings for family ties. Of course, in
family life, domestic discord is unavoidable. But members should
always understand each other. Husband should be considerate of
his wife and wife be considerate of her husband.

C. But in the past in our country family relationships were
usually based on feudal, patriarchal practices. Now family mem-
bers are equal.

A T think the most interesting thing is that now the only
child is the authority. Everyone of the family should listen to the
child. Even the grandparents may be conducted by the grandson,
the king of the family.

B: Really ! For instance in our family when all sit watching
TV, the remote control device is always in the hand of my
nephew. You could do nothing.

C: In this way the child may be spoiled and it will do him no
good.

B: I think you’ll be a qualified father later and you seem to
have some keys of how to take care of the child.

A: Let’s wait and see ! And at that time we’ll come to your
family to learn how to take care of a child.

B: A, you have just said you don’t want to get married and
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remain single for ever. Now you want to learn how to take care

of a child. You changed so quickly.

T, B, and C: Ha, ha, ha!

Notes

1. family planning policy i34 FEBUK

2. Chinese traditional family concept FEESF EW &

3. naive idea KENEE

4. traditional culture {43 4k

5. this may be called a routine, a regular practice X 7] FRVEH

M, #EIXFE

harmonious FliEH)

in family life, domestic discord is unavoidable ¥EZ¢ BE 4 i§
L REMNGRA TR

. understand each other FiH.iHi#

9. most Chinese have very strong feelings for family ties K%

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

HPEAREWSRE
Husband should be considerate of his wife and wife be con-
siderate of her husband. W REMEF,.FEFHRIE LR,
were usually based on feudal, patriarchal practices & # &
SMEHBRRAER L
the authority AUEL
the remote control device EB¥%S
the child may be spoiled ZHFESEERT
you’ll be a qualified father later and you seem to have some
keys of how to take care of the child {R¥EBA—1TES T
SR MM ST B ik




Extracts for Group Discussion
and for Information

1. The family not only is more permanent than other social
institutions but also usually provides the care and love best suit-
ed to teaching children the skills, values, and norms of the soci-
ety and subculture. Regardless of the excellence of hospitals,
child-care centers, and nursery and elementary schools, they
cannot perform the socialization and learning functions as satis-
factorily as the well-adjusted family.

2. American families typically have what is called a modified
extended family structure. When couples marry they are likely to
form a household separate from either set of parents. Yet they
maintain close ties with their families of orientation. While the
newly created nuclear family units do not reside in an extended
family household, they do exchange phone calls, letters, and
holiday or birthday greetings and turn to one another for assis-
tance. In this sense a nuclear family becomes a modified form of
an extended one though not in terms of residence.

3. Interactions with relatives beyond the nuclear or modified
extended family are termed kin, or kinship, relationships. All
societies have rules for defining kin groups and how these rela-
tionships are organized-—who lives together; who is the head of
the family; who marries whom; how mates are selected; which
relatives, family, and kin groups are most important; and how
children are to be reared and by whom. While these rules and
systems vary greatly, certain general rules determine the status-
es and roles.

4. No society exists or survives without general rules, re-
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ferred to as norms, that define certain patterns of marriage,
family, and kinship as correct and proper. A wide range of fami-
ly and kinship patterns exists and these patterns are considered
appropriate and workable in their particular situations.

5. Affection and emotional support are extremely impor-
tant, and most adult family members provide this affection and
support for their children while often overlooking them in their
relationships with other adults. While some people prefer doing
things alone, most people need others who care, show affection,
share joys and sorrows, and give support in times of need. This
sharing and support may be provided as well by friends, neigh-
bors, coworkers, or government agencies, but none of these ap-
pears to be as effective or as permanent as a family.

6. The manner in which families are organized and the ac-
companying rules influence family functions. A number of func-
tions are generally regarded as basic to the family unit: socializa-
tion, affection and emotional support, sexual regulation, repro-
duction, and social placement among others. While other institu-
tions—religious, educational, political, and economic—may as-
sist in the fulfillment of these functions, the family has the pri-
mary responsibility.

7. Most married couples have or want to have children.
Voluntary childless marriages are uncommon but increasing. In
1990 there were 4. 2 million births, a rate of 16. 7 per 1,000 pop-
ulation. Like marriage rates, birthrates fluctuate with wars, so-
cioeconomic conditions, and other variables, as was evident in
the “baby boom” following World War II. By about 1900 the
birthrate was more than 30 per 1,000 population, decreasing to
19. 4 in 1940, and increasing to 25 by the mid-1950s.
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Notes

1.

the skills, values, and norms of the society and subculture
23 A SCAY B 2 B8 L (B0 HE U

Regardless of the excellence of hospitals, child-care centers,
and nursery and elementary schools, they cannot perform the
socialization and learning functions as satisfactorily as the
well-adjusted family. ANEERE.JLEF SO IEILIFAL
N 2 AR X S LA R R )RR B — 58 2l Y B 5
KEEREES NHEERE 2 EEME IER.

3. a modified extended family structure 7% ¥ KFRELEWH

9.

the newly created nuclear family units do not reside in an ex-

tended family household &M /NFEERITTA BT KK EE
H

. a nuclear family becomes a modified form of an extended one

though not in terms of residence BARNEE—F , /NFEERL
T REEH—FENIE R

. kin, or kinship, relationships XEBHXERBXZ

No society exists or survives without general rules, referred
to as norms, that define certain patterns of marriage, family,
and kinship as correct and proper. ®HBNH S AKE—
JBc R BT R S L AFTE R X PR B AR PR O HE T, 3 S HE DU
BT REEAWIER KEULEBXRNGEMIETH.

a wide range of family and kinship patterns & Fh3 kEF 5B
KR

affection and emotional support Z.LFITERY X

10. sexual regulation, reproduction, and social placement among
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others LY AEHUREHMIIEPH S ENL

11. Voluntary childless marriages are uncommon but increasing.
B AR BB B AN R B (B R

12. “baby boom” following World War II Kt FH K E
R

Topics for Group Discussion
and Individual Practice

1. Would you introduce your family? Do you have a family
of your own?

2. Do you like your family? Do you often have homesick? If
you have, what would you do then?

3. What is a world-wide trend toward a family?

4. What is a nuclear family? What is extended family?
Which one do you prefer?

5. After your marriage, do you want to live with your par-
ents? Why?

6. What do you think of the future of the family? Give your
imagination or creative idea of the future family.

7. Have you any idea about the future family of your own?
What is your imagined lifestyle of your own fai. .y?

8. What do you think of the lifestyle of our Chinese family
at present?

9. What do you think of the lifestyle of our Chinese family
in the past?

10. Do you think the family system will exist for ever or will
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