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FOREWORD

Stamp and cylinder seals has a history
as long as the history of human civilization.
Cylinders of Southern Mesopotamia (circa
3100 —2900 B.C)) and those of Southwes-
tern lran (circa 3000 B.C.) are good evi-
dences. Those Northeastern Iranian  cast
copper stamps made in the period of Hissar
1B (2650 —2450 B.C.) are the fore-runners
of the Chinese bronze seals of the Yin pe-
riod (1401 —1122 B.C.) of the Shang Dynasty
(1766 —1122 B.C)).

Around the 1930s, three bronze seals
were discovered from the imperial tombs
at An-yang, Honan, ancient site of the ca-
pital of the Yin. Before hand, a number of
block clay seals had already been collected
by Chinese etymologists in the 19th cen-
tury. Today, within and without China, in



the public as well as in the private collec-
tions, we can see hundreds of both official
and personal seals of Late Chou, Ch'in and
Han dynasties (770B.C.—A.D.220). The art
of seal making developed alongside the
growth of agricultural villages into the
highly organized political and urban com-
plexes of the later ages.

The materials used for seals included
bronze, silver, gold, jade or even porcelian
up to the end of the Sung Dynasty (960 —
279 A.D.). It was Chao Meng-fu (1254—
1322), an outstanding calligrapher and pain-
ter of the Yuan Dynasty (1279 —1368
AD) who started to have a few seals
engraved on ivory and the calligraphic style
on these seals is known as “Yuan Chu
Wen” a seal script of the Small-chuan in
relief And it was Wang Mien (1287~
1366) who first tried his hand on the fine



stones to creat name seals. Fine quality
stones are found in both Chekiang and
Fukien provinces. Thereafter, the artists of
Ming (1368 — |644)had their seals made on
ivory or on beautiful translucent stones.

Ever since the ancient times, Chinese
seals, official or personal, have been either
cast or engraved. The words on the seal
can be made in relief or intaglio. Seals
have been created in various shapes and
sizes.

A seal maken is first of all a calligrapher
simply because the text of the seal must
be made beautiful. The criteria upon which
the Chinese would judge a piece of cailig-
raphy are: 1) The quality of the brush
stroke technique, the control of the move-
ment of brush. 2) The interna! composition
of each and every word, both the positive

and negative space are equally important in



composition. And 3) The spatial relationship
between single words and the columns,
whether the arrangement is just right. Well,
making a seal is to have calligraphic work
cast in metal or engraved on jade, ivory or
stone.

My friend Mr. Ch'en Chu-lai has been
recognized by many senior artists and con-
noisseurs as one of the great artists in seal
engraving. Ch'en was born in 1904 and met
with my teacher, Master Wu Hu-fan in
Shanghai in 1926. With the advice and
encouragement of this great painter and
connoisseur, Ch'en not only became well
versed in the techniques of the old masters
of Ch'in and Han (221B.C~A.D. 220), he
excelled especially in the type of “Yuan
Chu Wen”, for which, Ch'en can be regar-
ded as a “Living National Treasure”.

Ih and around Shanghai, artists and col-



