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PREFACE

The publication of this book is, in itself, an historic
event——the story of one of the founding fathers of Israel,
one of the greatest leaders of the Jewish people, appearing in
Chinese!

It comes in the encouraging days of the normalisation of
relations between modern China and modern Israel; in the
days of the long—overdue encounter between the two cul-
tures; the two civilisations; the two peoples.

The book will introduce this remarkable man to the
people of China. He was a product of the great Jewish com-
munity -of Europe, a survivor and escapee from the Holo-
caust, the darkest event in 2,000 years of Jewish Dispersion.
He became the leader and inspiration of the struggle for
freedom from British colonialism and played a major role in
the eatablishment of the sovereign state of Israel in*1948. For
thirty years he served his people as Leader of the Opposition,
and then from June 1977 to August 1983 as the country’s
sixth Prime Minister.

Menachem Begin achieved universal respect as the only
Prime Minister o.f Israel who concluded peace with an Arab
country, Egypt, the largest, most populous and strongest of
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all the Arab States. In recognition of this rare
accomplishment, Menachem Begin and Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat were awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in
1979.

Few people knew Menachem Begin personally as well as
Harry Hurwitz, who worked with him since 1946 and served
as.-one of his Advisers from 1978 until his resignation in
1983. He revenlsthat'Begin as Prime. Minister authorised the
opening of secret-commercial Jinks with China back in, 1979,
when there were no diplomatic relations between the two
countrics. Begin saw these first connections as a. “window of
opportunity”, and lived to see the beginning of the fulfilment
of this vision. :

Menachem Begin’s death in March 1992 was deeply
mourned in Israel, by Jews all over the world, and it was
marked in many countries, including China, which had by
then taken steps to normalise relations with the Jewish State.

He was one of the outstanding personalities of the twen-

tieth century who did much to change the course of his own
» people’s history and made a remarkable contribution to the
well—-being and eventual peace-of all the people of the Mid-
dle East. . ‘ '

Pesach Ostashinski

, Director
Jerusalem Institute for Jewish
20 December 1992 Studies of Mitteleuropa.
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