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Lesson 1
AMERICAN HEALTH SYSTEM

Most people would be impressed by the high quality of medicine
available to most Arﬁericans There is & lot 0f @ecxahzatmn a great deal
of attention to the mdwndualfa vast amount ot the financial risk which
doctots and hospitals must fac,e in the courts if they handle things bad-
ly.

But the Americans are in a mess. The problem is the way in which
health care is organised and financed. Contrary to public belief it is not
just a free competition system. To the private system has been joined a
large public system’, because private care was simply not looking after
the less fortunate? and the elderly.

But even with this huge public part of the system, which this year
will eat up 84. 5 billion dollars —more than 10 per cent of the U. S bud-
get— large numbers of Americans are left out. These include about half
the I million unemployed and those who fail to meet the strict limits on
income fixed by a governement trying to make savings where it can.

The basic problem, however, is that there is no central control
over the health system. There is no limit to what doctots and hospitals
charge for their services, other than® what the public is able to pay. The
number qf doctors has shot up and prices have climbed. When faced
with toothache, a sick child, or a heart ‘attack, all the unfortunate pet-
son concerned can do is pay up.

Two-thirds of the population are covered by medical insurance.
Dactors charge as much as they want knowing that the insurance com-
pany will pay the bill.
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The medical profession’ have as a resylt become America’ §.new
big businessmen. The average income.of doctors has new reached 100,
000 dollars a year. With such yast incomes the talk in the.doctor! s
surgery is as likely to be about the doctor’ s latest financial deal, as
about whether the minor operation he is recommending at several thou-
sand-dollars is entirely necessary®. _ ) .
- The rising cost: of medicine in the U. S. 4. is among the mpst wor-
rying problems facing the country. In 1981 the country’ s health bill
climbed 15. 9 per-¢dnt—about twice as fast as prices in general.

Bl

» . .
‘Words and Expressions

1. impregs (im” pres)v. Td have a strong effect on the mind..,

2. available /(s veilabl}'adj. That can be got, had,or used.

3. specializatioh (.spefolai’ zeifon)n. F 4l

4. financial (fi' nanfal) adj. Having to'do with money rhatters. -

5. risk--(risk) n. Danger. A chance of loss.



6. court (ko:t)n. A building where trials are held. Bz

7.in a mess = in an unpleasant, difficult, or confusing state

8. finance (fi’ nzns) v. To privide money for.

9. competition- (.kompi' tifon) n. A contest. 5

10.cat up (itt ap)v. To consume completely.
11 billion (' biljoft) n. A thousand millions; 1,000,000,000. {Z
12. budget (' badzit) n. A:.p'lan for using money. i &

13.leave owt «li : vaut) v. Not to put in; omit.

14. income (’ inkam) n. Money received for work or from property or

other things that are owned. WA

15.shoot up (fu: t ap) v. To go up quickly; rise fast.

16. pay up(pei ap) v. To pay in full.

17. insurance (in’ fusrans) n. Protection against loss or damage. 4§ &

18. bill (bil)n. A notice of money owed for something bought.
19. deal (di:1) n. a business transaction. i FH3X 5
20. recommend (- reks’ mend) v. To suggest. HFEFE

Notes

1.
IEWEIERF R ;A large public system has been joined to the private

To the private system-+-3X & {8347 . FiER a large public system,

systenyess |

. the less fortunate ;=S F{ERYA . %L’Eﬂ“ﬁi}@ﬂ‘)k"
-other than BT . £AM R “AIREXTEEMEREEY

B 0 ETIRE B BEME BT M AR B R
SREREI N EENERNENRRBHE G ERaH,
other than /5 B & RE T — 256] F A4 ; There is on limit to what
doctors and hospitals charge for their services, other than (there is a

limit to) what the public is able to pay.

- profession B J& BL¥Y &, (HEH“ ﬁﬁi”éﬁﬁﬂ Elllt%:kﬁ}ﬁ
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E ¥ e EE DR, A A the medical profession =the medical
workers(BE & TAE A R . FHAbf B A BEREH T HHEE
ZiA 4 governmmt, staff, police,team,audiefice, committee &,
For example; i !
The government (=they) want to reduce taxes.
.The staff (=they) are happy with their new working
conditions. ’
BRX Y ZFEAFE 5$§ﬁ§fJﬁi¥R§ (The govetn-
‘ment wants«-) , {Bﬁmiﬁé’ld}ﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁw‘ﬁm%&.

5. G} F4r i 513X
1% ; the talk in-the doctér’ s surgery. 1,% :i8. ;&fg ,@lik‘ely

to be about the, doctor’ s latest financial deal. % E®) (as) -+ as
about whether the minor operation is entirely necessary. £
ZARIER AR~ E1EMN 4] :he is recommending at sev-
eral thousand dollars. it i€ ¥& M 47] #5:4ffi the minor operation. (R
15 : with such vast income i £ 4] E 87 is.

B HTEENSKEA N R EHKGEARFRAR
M IERBR AT RE S fik ﬁﬁk?&ﬁ%ﬁ#‘%m@*‘?ﬁd\¥*%
BN, UMM RIE - REFRBERX.

Exercises to the Text
T . Cuthplete each sentence by joining the words given belows.
1. his appearance/ to impressessby /1 . S
2. available/ statistics/to be /not/for the purpose
3. to finance/by the Government/ some universities -
4. the forest/the flame/ to eat up- .-
5.in 'the cotton market/to be/ there/great competition

6. to shoot up/ after the rain/as if by magic/ mushrooms



7. your doctor and hospital bills/ to pay:-/you ., )
8.in-a family budgét/ the main items/ food/ clothmg/shelter and

transpart/ to inctude - o oo SN

9. that position/ a comfortable income/ you/ bring .-~ - -

10. to take/ ;you/for you cold/ medicine? ... - .~ i

I-. Translate the following sentences into English,. using the words and

expressions given in brackets;

LK ENH AR —ANA . (availale) -

2. EHRMMBUREE T E: (financial condxuon)

3 fiE R N A HEREETET . (eatup) S A

4.7 3,500 ZIRFZIB T X KFTEHE. (competition) . *. -

5. FHHMBH MEAFANZHFEATHIE, (budget)

6. AN EmERRN, fBXTAE;’é’Jmﬁk%%ﬁB‘J (a limit to ,no
limit to) '

7. E?éﬁsﬂﬁijzmﬁ?ﬁiu, (concemed) SRR TR

8 R REMBBR. (ail to). , NPTR
9 REFARBERT R, Gnsvrance) , ;.
10. BH AR E R, 3 WA HFAES itieave out)
I . Choose a word from Colitmn A ‘to go wijth an explanation from Col-

umn B.
Column A

. finance

. insurance

. medicine

O A W N =

. specializa-
tion
. belief

[=2]

7. unemployed

. recommend .

. Column B

a. the business of protecting property, life,
etc. agiinst loss or harm. in, consideration
of payment to the risk involved;.:..

b. some gpecial line of work .,

€. syms of maney saved. .

d. to suggest- 3.choice as-appropriate

e. out of work

f. to supply with money



