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The General Preface to the Series
of Silk Road Studies

The term“Silk Road”has been an elegant one ever used
for the great route that ties together the threads of history
of China and the world and the east—west communications
linking three continents, Asia, Africa, Europe. Not only was
it a significant passage for the exchange of cultures between
the East and the West. but the Silk Road was a great artery
in the history of mankind. And in the history of the world it
has witnessed innumerable important events which took
place on or around it. In the past thousands of years this
great route,together with what has been happening around
it,has added a plendid page to human history. Futhermore,
as it is believed , the ancient Silk Road,paving along the foot
of human progress,will exert a profound impact on the ex-
changes and evolution of the eastern and western cultures in
the future.

Contrary to general belief, the Silk Road is by no
means just a single route. In fact,there were several major
routes with many sub—routes attached to them. Generally,
it is believed that the following four routes are of the most
importance. 1) the trans — grassland road: referring to the
route across the northern Euroasian pastoral areas; 2) the
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oasis —silk road(also referred to the Desert Silk Road) :re-
ferring to the routes across the stretches of oases found a-
long the Great Deserts of Central Asia; 3) the ocean silk
road : referring to the route via Scutheast Asia,India to the
Persian Gulf and the Red Sea;4)the south west silk road:
referring to the passage via the provinces of Sichuan, Yun-
nan,Guangxi and Tibet to the areas far to India and South-
east Asia.

However, what the general public has regarded as the
Silk Road is the oasis Route. This Silk Road,starting from
ancient Changan (the present Xidn)passing the Hexi Corri-
dor (in the territory of the present Gansu Province)reached
Xinjiang (in the Western Regions in its narrow sense),then
strenching westward, forking towards the North, the Mid-
dle of the region and the South of the Qasis Silk Road,the
northern route which reaches the areas along the Caspian
Sea, passing from Yiwu (the present Harmi in Xinjiang),
through Beiting (the present Jihmusar in Xinjiang),and Ar-
rimari (the present Yining in Xinjiang). The Middle route,
passing from the site of the Qiushigian Court (west to the
present Turfan in Xinjiang )through Yanji(south — west to
the present Yanji county in Xinjiang) , Ulai(east to the pre-
sent Luntai in Xinjiang), Qiuzi(the present Kucha in Xin-
jiang )  Kumor (the present Wensu in Xinjiang) , Shule (the
present Kashgar in Xinjiang), and the Pamir, reached the
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areas of the east Mediterrania. The southern route, passing
from Shanshan (the present Rogiang in Xinjiang) , through
Qiemor ( in Xinjiang ), Jinjue (north to the present
Mingfeng in Xinjiang) , Yumi(east to the present Yutian in
Xinjiang ), Yutian(south to the present Hotan)and Yakand
(the present Shache in Xinjiang) ,then crossing the Pamir,
the Roof of the world,and Amur River,turning to Iran(the
Ancient Pessia),finally reached Istanble (the capital of the
ancient East Roman Empire).

As the great artery across the Eur'casian Continent
and one of the major shafts for the development of the
world history, the Silk Road found Sakes, Chiangs, Ting
Ling, Rus (Yueh — chin people), Hsiun-nu, Hans, Turkis,
Oghuz and Mongols, migrating westwards from the East
while ancient Greeks, Arabians, Aryans and Litos migrating
eastwards from the West. The comings and goings of all
these peoples, the risings and declinings of them, brought
about frequent and significant changes to the history of the
great route.

The Silk Road links the cradles of the great civiliza-
tions of the world. At the eastern and western ends of the
Road emerged and developed the Chinese civilization,the E-
gyptian civilization, the ancient Indian civilization, the
Mesopotamian civilization, the ancient Central Asian civi-
lization,and the ancient Greek civilization, which constitut-
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ed the origins of the civilizations of the modern world. It
was also on and around the Silk Road that saw the emer-
gence of many world religions, such as Zoroastrianism,
Manichaeism, Christianty , Buddhism, Islam, etc. ,and these
religions have played a very important role in shaping the
Silk Road and have influenced human civilizations ever since
in a tremendous way,

It is also true that the Silk Road was the bridge
through which the cultures of the East and the West and
the science and technology of different countries had been
exchanged since very ancient times. It was through this
route that the western culture and eastern culture, science
and technologies spread over the East and the West respec-
tively. The Silk Road saw Chinese porcelain, gunpowder,
paper producing techniques and arts of painting, spreading
to the West while the cultures of Zorastrianism ,Christiani-
ty» Manichaeism, Buddhism, and Islam spreading to the
East. These unpresidented exchanges of ancient cultures
promoted human civilization and advanced science and tech-
nology for all mankind at that time.

Because of the importance of the Silk Road in human
civilization ,it was not long before the studies of it became a
distinctive dicipline. It is true that there are a great deal of
historical records and writings in China about it. These
kinds of studies,however,are under the name of the history
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of communications between the East and the West. It is
worth noting that there have been many studies and publi-
cations by academic circles in Japan,but most of them have
concentrated on surveys of the Western Regions. The Silk
Road studies began to take shape when Barom Ferdinand
von Richthofen.a great German geographer and explorer,
used the term“de Seidenstrassen”in the year 1877. Later,
the term was adapted by Albert Herman,a German Chinol-
ogist, in his book “ The Ancient Silk Road between China
and Syria”. And since the term®Silk Road”has been recog-
nized and adapted by scholars of many countries in the
world. From the late nineteenth century to the early twenti-
eth century,many European explorers conducted tnvestiga-
tions and expeditions along the ancient Silk Road and they
made a great number of discoveries unknown in the past. In
spite of various political intentions they had while doing
their surveys and making their discoveries, their investiga-
tions and studies gave a great push to the establishment of
the discipline. And in the East,the studies of the Silk Road
as a discipline began in the middle of the twentieth century.

The Silk Road, as a complex historical and cultural
phenomena,embodies almost all that maintains human soci-
ety as it has been. Therefore,although any study of it from
a single aspect of a certain subject would be possible,it is far
from reaching complete conclusions, It is believed that,only
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if a kind of comprehensive and multi—dimensional approach
is applied to the studies,can we reveal and solve such puz-
zling problems before us. This kind of multi — dimentional
approach requires the involvement of as many subjects as
they are needed,such as,philosophy, history ,linguistics and
languages, religions, literature, arts, folklore, economy,
archeaology, ethnology, sociology, psychology, anthropolo-
gy » geography ,ecology and medicine. At the same time,oth-
er branches of natural science and technology will also help
greatly in the studies. It is believed that with the develop-
ment of modern civilization, science and technology, the
peoples all of the world are hoping that they can know more
about the Silk Road and that economic, cultural, scientific
and technological exchanges between the East and the West
can be furthered through this great route. This wish and de-
mand have grown stronger and stronger. With this back-
ground, the Silk Road has become a world wide focus for a-
cademic endeavour as well as of tourism.

The Series of Silk Road Studies which are presented to
the reader are an attemp to reflect the latest discoveries and
achievements of the field by Chinese and foreign scholars.
Three sections are included in the present Series: the first
one is of academic resear ches,the second is of translations
of writings about the subject by foreign scholars and the
third is for the general public. We hope that the publications
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of the Series will promote Silk Road studies,help people all
over the world to know more about the great route and the
civilizations it has carried on it and advance economic, cul-
tural, scientific and technological exchanges between the
East and the West.

The authors of the books of the Series have tried to an-
alyze every aspect concerning the studies from the point of
view of historical dialectical materialism. And endeavours
are made to study a given cultural phenomenon about the
Silk Road against the background of world civilization from
the angle of comparative studies. The emphasis is taken on
the diversity of topics and historical continuity. Some of the
books concentrate on the studies of transverse sections of
certain periods of the Silk Road,while the others contribute
to the studies of particular traits about which new ideas are
set forth in the analysis of past and present cultural pat-
terns, geographical economical phenomena, languages of
various peoples, religion, ethnic customs and divergent
thinking patterns of the peoples along the Silk Road. Some
authors have attempted to combine their studies with the
reform and the open door policy of China in hope that the
past can serve the present and show what we can learn from
our ancestors.

Most of the authors are distinguished scholars of the
field in China. And a number of books are written by young

e 12



