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1. The Lost Diamond
by G, C, Thdi'nleff
I ,
Policeman Robert Taft'wat"étarding “#0 Main Street
" outside Wilson’s shop,! He ‘was' watehing the cars on
the road. A bige b!acki car Stopped “dedt-! Huﬁ i and‘ ‘ﬁ
small man got outy - 1 o geetodt Lo '
Inside the shop old Tom WHEdH wds Iﬂéﬁmg at
some gold ear-rin®,2 but he looke@ up and fook off
his glasses when he saw the car, He ‘waiched the
man who got out; he was wearing a good suit® "atid
he looked rich, He -came into the ‘shop, and Wilson
went to meet hini; e ' :
. “What can I do for you, sir: i’” he asked,

“You have a rather* beautiful ring in the "win-
dow, ” said the man in a quiet voice, “I mean the
ring with a blue diamond® in it.I saw it in the win-
dow yesterdey, May I look at it, please ?”

“Certainly, sir, It’s a fine diamond, isn’t it7”

“Yes, How much is the ring 77

“A thousand pounds, ” said Wilson, He turned
his head, “Goole, ”® he said, “get that blue diamond

i
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ring out of the window for this gentleman,
A young man with black hair went to the win-
dow, He was wearing a suit which was too big {for
him, '
“Yes, a thousand pounds, ” said Wilson again,
“It’s a lot of money,® but there aren’t many rings
like that, ” _
_Goole brought the ring and put it into the rich
man’s, hands, The rich man. looked at it for a short
time,- angthen. he ‘walked to.the dgor: of the -shep
and looked at the ring in the daylight.® ... - r
“This isn’t a diamond, .is-it ?” he asked,
“What..do you mean ?” said Wilson,
“Well, look at it, ” said. the rich man, ¢“It’s a
piece of glass, 7, S s :
Wilson fook the ring from him and looked at it
closely,! His face was white when he spoke again,
“You’re quite right, sir, ” he said quietly,
“This isn’t the diamond, Someone has stolen the
diamond ring, and put this in its place, A thousand
pounds] A thousand pounds] ” The old man sat
down, '
“I’m very sorry, ” said the rich man, ¢“but I
can’t help you, can I 7”7
“No, sir, no, ”

“Then I must go, ” he said, “I wanted to buy



that ring for my wife, but of course she doesn’t
want a piece of glass, ”

“Of course she doesn’t, sir, ”

“Well, good morning, ” said the rich man,

He went out of the shop, got into the car, and
was driven away af once, :

Taft was still - standmg outside the shop, and
Wilson made a sign' to him through the windew,
The policeman came in,

“What’s the matter, Mr WllSOIl & he asked,

Wilson told him, “Someone has changed the
rings, ” he said, “This ring has a piece of glass in
it, not a diamond, ”

“Who was that man who came in just now 2”
said Taft,

“I don’t know, but he seemed to be rich, ”

“Did he look at the ring ?” asked Taft,

“0Oh, yes, ” said Wilson,

“Did you watch the ring all the time, sir ?”

“Well, no, I didn’t, The man walked to the
door and looked at the ring in the daylight, ”
“Se his back was turned ' to you for a short
time, ”» L

“Yes, ” said Wilson,

“Where’s your telephone, sir 77

Wilson took him to a small office at the back of
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the shop, and Taft telephoned to Cowley at the
police-station,!* He told the story in a few words,

“We ought !* to stop that car, sir, ” said Taft,

“You’re quite right, ” said Cowley, ¢Did you
see its number 77

“Yes, sir, I was standing outside the shop at
the time, and I noticed the number because it was
rather unusual,'® It was ZZZ9999, ”

“Good man, ” said Cowley, ¢“Stay there and
don’t let anyone leave the shop, I’ll come in a few
minutes, I’1l just tell someone here to telephone
about that car, We’ll find it in an hour or two,
Wait for me, ”

In about twenty minutes Cowley reached Wilson’s
shop in a police car,

“Good morning, Mr Wilson, ” he said, “I’m
sbrry to hear your bad news, But we’ll catch that
man; you may be sure of that, We’ve telephoned to
all the police-stations near here, and the police are
watching the roads now, He won’t be able 1o go
very far; they’ll find him and bring him back tomy
office, Now where can we talk ?”

Wilson took Cowley and Taft into the little room
at the back of the shop, They sat down, and a
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woman brought a cup of tea into the room, .
“Will you have some tea ?” asked Wilson,
~ Taft looked up hopefully,? but Cowley said,
- “No, thank you, Mr- Wilson, We can ‘work
better without it, ” - ‘

. “Well, I'll have some, ” sai@ Wilson, “We
always have some tea at eleven o’clock, Miss Huni~
er likes her tea, and I need some this morning more
than usual, ” ¥

The woman left the cup in front of him and
went out,

“Is that Miss Hunter ?” asked Cowley,

“Yes, ” said Wilson, “She helps me in the
shop, ?

“I see, Now let us talk about this man who
came here, Taft says that he turned his back to you
for a minute, ” '

“Yes, he did. But he was a rich man, and rich
men. don’t need to steal, ” :

“A lot of thieves !* are rich, ” said Cowley,

“But perhaps he isn’t rich, Perhaps he put on
some good clothes just to come here, ”

“But he had a big car, ” said Wilson,

“Anyone can get a car for one day for about a
}T)O'llnd,” 18

Wilson put his head into his hands, “This kind

.



of thing has never happened to me before, ”? he said
sadly,” ‘

40h, we’ll find that man very soon, ” said
Cowley, “We know the number of his car, It all
seems quite clear,?” Why did he take the ring to
the door and turn his back to you ? To change it}
How long has that ring been in your window 27

“About three weeks, ”

“Where did you get the diamond ?”

“In London, I bought it there a menth ago,
Then I brought it here and we set # it in the ring,
When it was finished, 1 put it in the window, It
was the best thing in my shop, ”

“So anyone could see it, ”"said Cowley, “Some-
one ceuld easily ** look at it and then go away and
make a ring like it with a piece of glass instead of a
diamond, ”

“Yes, that’s true, ” said the old man,

“This man, ” said Cowley, “made a ring like
it, came here this morning, changed the two rings
when he was standing by your deor, and then gave
you the wrong ring, ”

“We’re not sure, ” said Wilson, .

“No, we’re not sure, Did anyone else ** come
into the shop this morning 77

“Nobody at all, ”



“When did you see the .diamond for rthe last
time 27 : NI

“Yesterday evening, ” said Wilson, ; I .showed
it t£) a woman in a green dress, *°:She lookediat it,
but, she didn’t buy it, and I put it away *. for the
night, SRRV AY A -

. #Was it the diamongd. ?A,re you:sure i

“Oh, yes, I’m quite cextain ¥’ :aliout thHaty
g, “Then the rmg ‘Was, cha,q;gedrdmmg 8 thmmght
or this marning, ” .~ e Lhooo vadt boo oo

“It wasn’t changed during the nighfy Nobody
can steal any of my things during -the-night;They ’re
quite safe,?® No, It was -stolen todayi ¥ o 7 sio.

“Well, nebody came into the shop todiy ex-
cept that man; so he stole it, or someone in :yotir shop
stole it, Who are the people ithat -help.:youi:ini the
shop ?” e

~“Miss Hunter and that young mau, Google, 7

- “What do you know about them 77 ‘

«Miss Hunter has been - with = me,. for. twenty
years, She’s a good werker, She-has small fingers,*
and she can use them well, . Govle came .. to: ‘work
here for the first tlme about three months ago, He’s
also a good worker, but his clothes aren’t very
nice, He helps his old father, I believe, He hasn’t
got a lot of money, ”



“Perhaps one of them changed the ring, ” said
Cowley,

“0Oh, I don’t think so, I ean’t believe that, ”

“Tell me their addresses, ” * said Cowley.

“Goole lives at 522 Baker Sireet; Miss Hunier
lives at 714 Vine Street, ” %2 '

Cowley wrote the addresses in his book, “Could
they make a ring like thaty ” he ‘asked,

“2%Qh, yes, They helped me ‘t6- maké the'diamond
ring, and they could eas11y make an6‘t3her with ‘&
piece of glass:. ” P

“Did 1 Miss Hunter or Gdole go out of the shop
today before Taft came in 77
-t “No, 7.

“Well, ther, they didn’t take the rmg out So
it’s in the shop, or that man took it,

“Yes. »

“We must look for it in thé shop, Mr Wilson,
Taft and I will look everywhere, 2 and we’ll just
ask a few questions, Will you ask Miss "Hunter to
come in here? Don’t let Goole leave the shop for
any reason, ” ¥

B

Miss Hunter looked tired when she came in,
She was a small woman with fair *° hair, She was

~
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nol very preity, ** and she was 1no longer
young. L : )
“Can, you tell. me . anything ;about; this, Miss
Hunter? 7 Cowley asked, . “Po you knew.thé name
.6t the man who came here this:marping?-”
‘ “No, .” she answered, 41’ve ‘mever seen =Iiirr'1
before in my life, # : EHENEE
. “Who put that ring in the Wmdow this - morn~
g?»: ) T

“Ml;‘ Goole and 1 put pevery%hlfvg xtheré Wé
worked together, 7 Gl oo B
i -“Did you both,:{ouch the rmg'z e
“Yes I think seg &4 o0 o0 ool fulie

“Did you notice it, Miss Hunter'z Was 1dt" tHa
diamond or was it the. pleﬁe :of..glaus'z ”> ‘

“I didn’i notice,,jt,. ”:she - said, “We' always
puc everythmg in the wmdow in the' morning, ard
we don’t always look carefully at the thirgs, W
haven’t much time, ” . _ : c

... “Did you watch this wvisitor ¥ when he was
hcre? ” ' '

. “No, I was working in that roorh at the side
there, ” ’ o

“Well, we’re going to look everywhere in the
shop for the ring, We shall look in Mr Goole’s
clothes,but we don’t need to look in yours, ”



“Oh, but you musi, 7 she said, “if you dont
find the ring, and if you don’t look in my clothes
and my bag,what will you thinke ”

- “Very well, 7 said Cowley. He *ﬁelephohe‘ti {0
the police-station and asked Miss Ablegood 3 o
come to the shop at once; Miss Ablegood ‘was &
policewoman, °°

Cowley then talked ‘to Goole, but’ the man
could tell him nothing more, Cowley looked at him
thoughtfully»>4° He was clearly !‘i‘ather a poor man,
and perhaps he needed money, S

“We’re going to look fer the ring - here, ” said
Cowley, ¢“Everywhere in the shopi“What about your
clothes? 7 :

Goole began to take his coat off. Taft shut *
the deor, and the two men. looked in every part *
of Goole’s clothes, but there was no ‘diamond in
them,

When Miss Ablegood came, she went into the
room with Miss Hunter; but she came out without
tha diamond,

“Nothing) ” said Miss Ablegood, and went
away,

Miss Hunter and Goole then waited in the of-
fice, Cowley and Taft looked everywhere in the
shop, but ibey did not find the ring anywhere. *
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