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Prefac

Five thousand years of Chinese history have seen enormous changes in our
society and have left us with many beautiful objects which reflect the pattern
of life of our ancestors. In these works of art, we can see the progress of their
thought and their culture.

From the Xia and Shang periods onwards, every major dynasty has art which
1s well known and highly regarded throughout the world. Unfortunately much
of our artistic heritage has been destroyed because of many changes in the di-
rection of government policies and the periods of internal and external con-
flict. Earthqguakes, floods and natural disasters have added ‘o its destruction.

In this present century, many foreign countries realised the importance of
Chinese art. In particular bronzes, ceramics, paintings, calligraphy, jewellery,
textiles and furniture have received the attention of foreign collectors and mus-
eums, who have competed to acquire and exhibit Chinese art. Moreover, for-
eign institutions have established departments for the systematic study of this
art. We ourselves should strive to the utmost to protect our great cultural her-
itage and use all our power to re-acquire that part of our heritage which has
gone overseas.

Here in Taiwan, our National Palace Museum has by far the largest and
best collection, which includes the collection of the Qing emperors. Private
collectors can never hope to catch up with this. However, private collectors
can, and should, concentrate on acquiring objects which are not represented
in the National Palace Museum.

I have loved and studied Chinese Art for many vears and I feel [ have an
understanding of it. I have established the Chang Foundation, one of whose
principal functions will be to exhibit Chinese art. Qur main aim is to promote
and encourage the study and appreciation of Chinese art.

At the outset, we have arranged to exhibit five categories of art, namely ce-
ramics, paintings by Wu Changshuo, Qi Baishi and Fu Baoshi, coins, Yixing
teapots and seals. We have also prepared and printed catalogues of these cat-
egories. We hope very much that our efforts will increase our society’s aware-
ness of our cultural heritage.

T.K. CHANG
PRESIDENT, CHANG FOUNDATION
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Gireen-gliaed pottery

fonr-stary tower

Han Dvnasty

I B5em.
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Yuevao vessel, modelled as o man seated on a lion

Western Jin Dynasty

H: 2&50m.
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Sancal painted pottery

cipuestrienne

Tang Dynasty

H: 33em
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