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PREFACE

Ten years have passed since the World Commission on Environment and Development pub-
lished its report Our Common Future which made a historic breakthrough in focusing global atten-
tion on the imperatives of environment and sustainable development. The report made us more
conscious that the depletion of the ozone layer, the risk of climate change, the generation of large
amounts of hazardous waste, and the global loss of biodiversity are all results of our current pro-
duction and consumption patterns and our shortcomings with regard to effective resource alloca-
tion. Furthermore, it emphasised that poverty and a growing pressure on natural resources are in-
extricably linked, and that the present inequitable distribution of the world’s common resources is
not acceptable. Taken together, these are some of the greatest challenges facing us as we ap-
proach the new millenium.

The report accentuated international co—operation as a means by which to avhieve results on
these critical issues. Several agreements and resolutions were adopted during the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) five years later. The Conference in Rio
de Janeiro also created widespread optimism about the possibility of finding solutions to several of
the major global challenges. A number of books and reports were written, political solutions out-
lined, and initiatives taken.

The international and regional responses and initiatives since UNCED —from governments,
intergovernmental and non —governmantal organizations, the scientific community, and industry
— are many, as they should be, and it is not easy to keep track of all the UNCED —related follow
—ups.

When dealing with international environmental and developmental challenges, it is of vital
importance to have relevant information on what the core issues, actors, and instruments are. To
make sure that agreements and resolutions are translated into action — and how far international
collaboration on critical issues have progressed since UNCED — we need to be disciplined and up-

dated. This is where we find the Green Globe Yearbook of International Co—operation on Environ-
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ment and Development a very useful tool. It contains key information on the most important inter-
national agreements on environment and development, on intergovernmental and non— govern-
mental organizations working in this area — in addition to country profiles covering the perfor-
mance of several major actors on the arena. The Yearbook also provides informed reviews on
progress made from year to year within these conventions and organizations.

This is the third volume of the Green Globe Yearbook which has been translated into Chi-
nese. An agreement was signed between the National Environment Protection Agency (NEPA)
and the Norwegian Agency for Development Co—operation ( NORAD) in October 1996 to ensure
the translation of three more volumes of the Yearbook. The agreement also became a part of the
bilateral agreement on environment between China and Norway. This is the second of these three
volumes. It is my sincere hope that the Yearbook will prove to be an indispensable sourcebook for
local decision —makers, administrators, and academics in China — and for Chinese officials deal-

ing with environmental and sustainable development issues abroad.

Bjgrn Tore Godal m

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Norway : -~
September, 1997
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