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Wuthering
Heights

Emily Bronté

Emily Bronté was bomin 1818. Her fathe; -..as
apriest of the Church of England and they lived
in a wild part of Yorkshire. Emily had two
sisters and a brother and they were all very
talented. Her sister Charlotte wrote the famous
novel Jane Eyre. Their mother died young and
they had little affection from their severe fa-
ther. Emily loved the country around their
home and Wuthering Heights, her only novel,
gives a good description of the place and the
people. She also wrote poems of high quality.
She died in 1848.




Introduction
(by 1 Lockwood)
# have jusi moved into Thrushcross Grange, a hcuse
that I have rented’ in ¢ remote part of the Yorkshire
moors®. I want 10 be on my own and 1 think [ have
tound the right place. The only house near munc
belongs to my landlord?®, Mr Heathcliff, Today I went
to visii hiin and what a cold welcome 1 received!

Hishouseis called Wuthering Heights. ‘Wuthering'
is a local word, used to describe the wildness of the
weathe: vefore astorm. Itiscertatnly inawild, windy
place. And Heathciiff, too, has a wild appearance; ne
leoks more like a gypsy thurn ¢ furmer, though his
manners and clothas are those o a geatleman, He s
tall and good-fooking but lie rarely smijes.

“We are not used: to visitors.” he said.

We sat by ihe fire and talked. A strange mas, but
intelligent, was my opinion of Heathciiff. When i
thought it was t'me to go, it had sterted to snow #nd a
four-mile walk in that weather did not ins::ire e

“Tdon tihik ] canfind my way home alone,” * saud,

Silence,

“Is there anyoue who can show me the way?™ 1 oskecl.

“This 15 a lesson 10 you, to make no more foolish
joume;s on \hese hills,” said Heatheliff, =] SuUrpose
you'd better stav i nighs.”

At supper | met the rest of the househal’ © S
~leathcliff, fiis deughter-in-1nw, who seemed litths me
than a girk; Horertn Furnchavy, a tude, woush iookin
youn; man whorv i first thovght was a servant: Ziliah,
the conk, and Josoph, the servant, What an unappy
househioid, tog!

Afterdinner Ziliah took e te my room and gave me
some strange ad-ice’:

“De not malke any noise,” she said. “The master
does not like people to sleep in this room.”
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1. Choose the most appropriate adjectives irc,athe list to
describe the following.

) HBANCHIT .ot

b) Hareton Eamshiaw: . .....cooveerivveee i e ceeee e seemeanas

c) Wuthering Heights: ..

d)  MrLOCKWOOM: oottt ettt et eere e

8) The Yorkshire moors: .........c...ccevevveeecvencannn. rereeeer——er———

f)  The househoid at Wuthering Heights: .............coc.cocvvnn..

" Unhappy, solitary, fearful, cold, strangs, wild, tall, rude,

lonely, serious, windy, remote, good-looking, rough, unin-
habited.

2. Describe your family.

L. rented: paid 1o live in, without buv.iry.

2. moors: wide arcas of open, inferii:, wet lend.

3. landlord: owner of the house.

4. foolish: stupid.

5. you'd beiter: you had better = i waould be berter if you.

5. .household: all the people living in 1 house.

7. advice: counsel, suggestions to lelp.
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There was very little fumiture i1 the room. By whe
light of my candle 1 saw some books on a shelf. |
opened one and found written: ‘Catherine Eamshaw’,
‘Catherine Heathcliff' and ‘Catherine Linton’. It was
adiary. [ began to look through it and I became‘more
and more curious about Catherine. Sentences like:

“A terrible Sunday. Hindley treats Heathcliff so un-
kindly'.”

“Hindley made me cry so much today.”

“Poor Heathcliff. Hindley calls him a gypsy.”

“My brother says I cannot play with Heathcliff.”

“I wish father were still alive.”

Suddenly I realized that the wind was getting stronger.
A branch? began tapping at the window. I went and
opened it. As I put my hand out to touch the tree I felt an
icy cold hand. It gripped® mine and a voice cried:

“Let me in! Let me in!”

“Who are you?” I cried in horror,

“Catherine Linton. I've come home. I lost my way
on the moor.”

Fear made me cruel. | shut the window and sat,
shivering with terror.

At that moment the door opened and Heathcliff
walked in. He was furious to see me there.

“Why did you shout?” he asked.

Itold him what had happened. He ranto the window,
opened it and began crying.

“Come in! Come in! Oh, my dearest Cathy. Hearme
this time, Catherine, at last!”

But only the snow blew* into the room. Heathcliff
was suffering so much that I felt sorry for him. We sat
in silence.

At daybreak® he offered to walk me home. The moor
was like an ocean of snow. At the gate he turned and left.

Espent the next week in bed with a very bad cold and
Linvited my housekeeperé, Mrs Dean, to sit with me
and tell me the story of that strange family.



Answer the questions.
What book does Mr Lockwood ré \*?7

...........................................................................................

Find synonyms tor the following adjectives.

e.g. curious - ingquisitive.

eg.

Now re-write the original phrases with them.

inquisitive ~ I became more and more inquisitive
about Catherine.

LA o

unkindly: cruelly, withour kindness.

branch: “arm” of a tree.

gripped: held tightly.

blew: came on the wind (to blow; blew; blown),
daybreak: us day begins, early morning.
housekeeper: woman who looks after the house.
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Srange ofer hele o

Vi uthering Heignis wus budt by i
(6th century. My mother wis FECRy Zainshaw’s
nurse andt I grew up thiers and ofter: played wadh bim
and his sister, Cutheiinc,

One sday, Mr Eamshaw reivrned from a joumey o
Liverpool with a strange present for tus famitly —adiny.
little, black-haired boy. He looked ohicy Giun Cathening
who wassix; he did pot talk but just made strange seunds,

“I saw him lying' in the street,” cxplaincd the master.
*He was dying of huriger”.”

I had to wash him and give himclcanclothes and he
was going tosleep with the otherchildren. But Hindles
and Catherine did not want him. They were cross’
because their father had not brought then oy presents
but just a dirty, little boy.

The boy was given the name of Eeathehif which i
used as {irst name and surname.

Miss Cathy soon made friends wits hbn and they ofter
piayed ogether but Hindley cieariy kaied himand, as e
was older, he often beat him up'. The child seemed wynd
10 being badly treated and v ver reacied Fut the mraste
was always furicus when he found ou®. He wis mor:
affectionate towards Heathchif fanvovards his el son.
I could never understand this becaase the chitd was ro
very nice and never showed any »pprociationforie Jo- -
e received. He seemed 0 be vidiovt feelings.

One day. shoitty afier Mrs Zamshaw’s deads, the
master bought a pair of horsex {or the boys. Heatheliff
tock the tinor one but it sooa goi seincthing wron with
its foot.

“Giverne yourhorse,” i sat fo Hiadlev, “or! 1 el
vour father about the three beatings you ;gave o last
week.”




5. Compieie the following.

a) Hindiey was Catherine’s ........................ .

b) Catherine and Heathcliff became ........................ .

c) Hindey .......oeveeieenolll Heathcliff.

d) was older than Heathcliff and Catherine.

e) Catherinewas ........................ than Heathcliff.

f)  Heatheliffwas probably an ........................... {without a
mother or father).

6. Make a summary explaining how Heathcliff came io live
at Wuthering Heights.

1. lying: placed horizontally (to lie; fay; lain).

2, huager: famine, having nothing to eat, starvatios:.

3. cross: angry.

4. beat him up: hit hirr (10 beat; beat; beaten).

5. found out: discovered (1o find; found: found).

6. wrong: faufty, not right.
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Hindley knew his father would be angry with him so
he let Heathcliff have his horse.

Similar events' happened all the time. Heathcliff
was proud? and Hindley hated him more and more.

When Hindley was old enough, Mr Earnshaw sent
him away to college. I was happy because I thought
life would be more peaceful.

Cathy was a wild young girl with amind of her own'
and she was very pretty. She spent all her time with
Heathcliff; they did their lessons together with their
tutor and then ran off and played on the moors.

Three years later Mr Earnshaw died. Hindley re-
turned for the funeral and we were all very surprised
when he arrived with a wife! We did not know who she
was or where she came from.

Now Hindley was master of the house. He immedi-
ately stopped Heathcliff’s education and sent him to
work with the servants.

But Cathy taught him all the things she learnt and they
still went toplay together on the moors. She and Heathcliff
were both growing up quite rude* and wild but Hindley
did not seem to care as long as they kept away from him,

Cathy Meets the Lintons

“Come on, Heathcliff,” said Cathy one day. “Let’s go
to Thrushcross Grange and peep® at the Linton kids.”
“OK,” said Heathcliff. “I'll race you down the hill.”
Running across the moor, Cathy lost both shoes. She
arrived panting® and laughing.

“Look!” said Heathcliff, who was already looking
through one of the windows of the grand house.
Inside, they could see Edgar and Isabella, the two
Linton children. The girl was lying on the floor
screaming and the boy was standing, crying.

“They were fighting over that little dog,” explained
Heathcliff. “Aren’t they silly!”
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7. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.

a) Catherine’'s mother (10 dig) ..........ovvvenininnnes when she
was very young.

b) When Hindley (10 00) ...cooeviiiicinnins away to college,
Cathetine and Heathcliff (fostudy) ..................... together.

c) While Hindley (10 D8} .........ccocnvnnnen. away, he (fo get)
.................. married

d) WhenCatherine'sfather (todig)..................... Hindley (to
become) .............oceiinis master of the house.

e) Hindley (totell) ..................... Heathcliff to go and work
with the servants,

fy  Catherine (fo continue) ........................ playing with
Heathdliff.

g) Thelintonstolive)..................... at Thrushcross Grange.

8. Decide whether the following statements are TRUE or
FALSE.

a) Heathcliff used to beat Hindiey up. T F

b) MrEarnshaw loved Heathciiff more than Hindley. T F

c) Cathy hated her brother. T F

d) Cathy grew up well-mannered. T F

e) Hindley worried about his little sister. T F

f)  Hindiey did not want Heathcliff to be educated. T F
Now re-write the false ones correctly.

L. events: incidents, things that happened.

2. proud: arrogant, thinking a lot of himself.

3. amind ofher own: determined, knowing what she wanted to do.

4. rude: with bad manners. uneducated, impolite.

5. peep: look quickly without being seen, spy on. .

6.

panting: making a noise because rhey have no breath left,
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