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1. A Weather Report

I. Introduction
This weather report has been slightly simplified and shortened as most

weather reporis in the United States are longer than the one heard here.
Yocabulary

high/n. RERE low/n. B{EH ¥
McDonald’s Hamburgers/3 3% %

II. Micro-Listening (tape) & Exercises
1. Choose the best answer to each question:
1) What time is this weather report?
a. 5a.m. b. 5p.m. c. Ja.m. d. 9 p.m.
2) What radio station is this?
a. WRSB. b. RSWB. c. WBRS. d. BWRS.
3) What is the maximum temperature ( F) for this afternoon?
a. 85, b. 62. c. 86. d. 60. !
4) What is the morning’s weather?
a. Rainy. b. Sunny all day.
c. Cold and windy. d. Cloudy.
5} When is tomorrow’s weather report?
a. This afrerncon. b. At noon. c. Next. d. Tomorrow.
6) By whom is this weather broadcast being brought to you?
a. McDonald’s. b. Burger King.
c. Pizza Hut. d. Kentucky Fried Chicken.
2. Answer the following questions.
1) Is this weather report broadcast in the morning or in the ajternoon?
’ 2) Where is this radio station located?

3) It is not cloudy this morning, is it?



4) What is the high temperature for tomorrow?
5) Is tomorrow a good day for swimrqing? Why?
6) Why is McDonald’s mentioned in the weather report time and again?
3. Discussion and talk:
Suppose you were the weathermanyand reproduce the weather report in
your own words.

III. Macro-Listening (tape)

2. An Introduction to the U.S. Climate

I. Introduction
1) Do you know anything about the U. 5. climate?
2) Why does the United States have different types of climate?

3) What is the difference in climate between Alaska and Hawaii?

Vocabulary
marine/a. ¥ FEER humid/a. ¥EM
continental/a. FKHi#EM altitude/n. BHE
subtropical/a. MY New England/# % §% 22

II. Micro-Listening (tape) & Exercises

1. Decide whether the following statements are true or false;

1) ( ) Californian climate is characterized by being warm and sunny most of
the year.

2) () Florida has a tropical climate.

3) ( ) The central part of the U. S. has a continental climate, but this is not
always so.

'4) ( ) The climate of Alaska is continental, including its coastal area.

5) ( ) New England and the New York area have a continental climate.

6) ( ) Hawaii's climate is subtropical, which is the same as that of Scuth
Florida.
4



2. Answer the following questions;

1) Why is the U. S. climate varied in types?

2} What is the climate like on the Northern Pacific Coast?

3) Are summer and winter temperatures the same or different in the New
York area?

4) What is the difference between summer and winter on the East Coast and
the West Coast?

5) Which part of the U.S. has a highland climate?

6) What part of the United States is called New England? What is its climate
like there?

3. Discussion and talk:

Give a brief introduction to the climate in the U. 8.

III. Macro-Listening (tape)

3. The Surf Report

1. Introduction

Vancouver is famous for its beautiful scenery and good climate. The
English Bay, near downtown Vancouver, has a wide beach and it is a
favourite surfing area. .

In this broadcast, the English Cafeteria has paid the radio station 10

have its name mentioned three times during the day's weather and surf re-

port.
Vocabulary

surf/n. iR cafeteria/n. [FRIAEABREHE

bay/n. ¥ "

surfing/n. WIRIZ Eh downtown/a. [l T X &9

II. Micro-Listening (tape) & Exercises
1. Complete the following paragraphs with what you hear;



This is Radio Station in Vancouver, British Columbia. It"s
time for the weather and . report, brought to you '

by the English Caleteria at English Bay near downtown Vancouver, open

hours a day with the best in Vancouver.
Next, the surf . The water temperature at English Bay Beach
is degrees, with good, to' -foot surf.

2. Answer the following questions:
1) When is this surf report announced?
2) Where is the wind from? What is its velocity?
3) Where is English Bay?
4) What are the business hours of English Cafeteria?
5) Could people only drink coffee at a cafeteria?
6) Why is the name “English Cafeteria” mentioned in the weather forecast?
3. Discussion and talk:
Talk about this surf report in your own words.

III. Macro-Listening (tape)

4. Major Cities and States in the U, S.

I. Introduction

To many people, New York is the United States. However, its capital
is Washington D. C. Some students might confuse the state of Washington
with Washington D. C. when they hear *Here's the news from
.Washington”. Actually, whether Washington refers to a state or the capital.
depends on the context. In addition to New York and Washington ,; there are
many other big cities in the United States, such as Chicago. Detroit, San

Franciseo and Los Angeles.

Vocabulary
museurn/n. HYE aireraft/n. KHL

monument/n. #2355 refine/ve. #& (i)
6 .



TI. Micro-Listening (tape) & Exercises
1. Fill in the blanks;

The largest state in the U, S, is s the smallest state in the
U.8 is i the most populous state is ; the gldest state in
America is ¢ the newest states are and

2. What are the following cities famous [or?

Column A Column B
Seattle Museums and monuments
Detroit - Oil industry
Miami ) Automobile
Washington D.C. Tourism
New York Aircraft manufacturing
Houston Commercial, financial and cultural centre

3. Answer the following qne-stlons '

1) What's the capital of the United States?

2} What is New York to many people?

3) Which city in the U. S. is the second largest?

4) What is Houston a centre for? What state is it in?

5) What are the most important cities on the Pacific coast?

6) What is Atlanta?

7) What are the two most important cities in the Great Lakes region?

8) Can you name some other important cities on the northeastern seaboard
besides Washington and New York?

4. Discussion and talk:

1) Do you know any other U.S. citiesT Describe them in your own words.

2) Give a brief account of any one of the major Chinese cities.

I1I. Macro-Listening (tape)

5. Weather—A Favourite Topic for Westerners
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I. Introduction

Weather is the condition of the air above a particular place on earth at a
particular time. It varies from place to place and from time to time. Climate
is the weather pattern at a particular place over a long period of time. If it
rains tomorrow , that affects the weather, but not the climate. The sunlight -
heats the earth, the weather wets the earth, and the air moves the heat and

water around.

Vocabulary
contradict/vt. [T 3%; I5 M spe]l,"n. ngﬁﬂ‘]—‘&ﬁﬁ]
remark/vi. #; £ R vice versa/[Z Z iRk

nasty/a. R

II. Micro-Listening (tape} & Exercises
1. Complete the following paragraphs with what you hear:

1) It happened on many that nice, warm weather
but rain and snow
Sometimes it was just the other way round. Youmay ___ four sea-
sons in the course of in England.
2) The more surprising thiug is: not only the English get several
different in one day, but alsc they may
very well get of winter in summer and

2, Complete the following two mini-dislogues in your own words:
e}

A 1t looks like it's going to be sunny.
E
A: They say we're going to get some rain later.
B
@

A I think it’s going to be a nice day.
P .



A But it’s supposed to get cloudy and windy again this afternoon.
B:
3. Answer the following questions;
1) Why do Western people choose the weather as a topic of conversation?
2) What is the important rule to remember when discussing the weather?
3) If somebody complains to you about bad weather, what should you reply?
4) What's the weather often like in England?
5) What happens to the weather in England on many occasions?
6) Are the English likely to get a cold spell in summer or a warm period in
winter?
7) Why is the weather in England so changeable?
8) Make comments on the sentence: “Other countries have a climate but in
England we have weather. ” I
4. Discussinon questions
1) Comment on the common rule when Westerners discuss the weather.
2) Talk about the changeable weather in Britain.

I11. Macro-Lisiening {(tape)

6. Four Time Zones in the U.S.

I. Introduction

Do you happen tc know anything about time zones? Do you know how
many time zones there are in the mainland United States? [n terms of time
difference, do you know what time it will be in Beijing when it is 12:00 noon

in New York City? Well, here is a passage for you to answer.

Vocabulary
longitude /n. 2 MK imaginery/n. 82
prime meridian/n. &% jetlag/n. TR

II. Micro-Listening (tape) & Exercises



