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The Case of the Durable Detective

[New Words and Expressions])

estate n. W™=, /™

plaster of paris n. EAE, BGE

alibi n. AELFEIRG

locale n. (F1E K EH) G FT, # &

elephantiasis n. %t %

carriage n. (Y5 BHAY)BE, U

diagnostician 7. igﬁs’?@é,i@ﬂ?’r%%

seafaring n. ¥ EAifT

hang out one’s shingle (JLFE4A BT )M IFIL p
close-set adj. (RIEHFHHF)KBERFE—ED
bearing n . 21k, U

side-whisker n . #iE#H-F

tattoo vt. RITELLF.

prescription n. 1%, f£4

sheaf n. (—)##Hl

frame vt . ({2)BEE, K

afoot adv. TEIGFHNP, FEHITH

sovereign n. —EE& M (BAEH, WH —%8E)

[Text]

For 79 years the adventures of Sherlock Holmes have thrilled millions— and the magfc stall

remains.

In this age of the screaming jet, atomic power and the electric toothbrush, it is astonishing
" to find Mr. Sherlock Holmes, the horse-drawn detective of Baker Street, London, still very
much alive. Among recent clues to the vigor of the hawk-nosed, pipe-smoking Holmes have been

the 1965 Broadway® musical “Baker Street” and the filming for television of some of his best ad-

® Broadway: BEILKE, REALH T KA, YRR HELSBRHFHBPHEK,



ventures.
Holmes’ first triumph of detection was related by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle® more than 80

years ago. In the years since, Holmes’ adventures, as recorded in five books composed of 56 short
stories, and in four short novels, have been translated into 45 languages. Ine estimate is that the
world total sale of these books has long since passed the 100 million cop);?nlark. The copyright,
" which runs until 1980, has produced the largest literary estate in history. Holmes has been the
hero of 121 movies, some 500 radio scripts, half a hundred TV performances and more than 20
plays. Groups of Holmes fans, including college professors, doctors, writers and artists, continue
to meet regularly, the world over, to talk about their hero.

Variations of the scientific detective methods introduced to the public by Sherlock Holmes are
commonly used today. He employed plaster of paris molds to protect delicate bits of evidence and
to register tire marks and footprints. Using a microscope, he studied the dust in clothing to deter-
mine the occupation of a victim and to confirm or destroy the alibi of a suspect. And he made a
minute, detailed study of the area surrounding a crime for phyéical evidence linking the suspect to
the locale. _

Translated into Arabic, Sherlock Holmes stories serve as a text for the Egyptian police. And
France has honored Holmes’ creator, Conan Doyle, by naming a crime laboratory after him.

Arthur Conan Doyle was born to a family in modest circumstances in Edmburgh® Scotland
He entered medical school there at 17, and worked his way through He caught the eye of Dr.
Joseph Bell, the noted surgeon, and became his assistant. Bell had a highly developed talent for
observation and logical process of thought. At his clinic, he delighted his students by identifying
not only the patients’ ailments but their racial origin, occupation and geographical background as
well. “You, sir,” he would say to a patient, “are a recently discharged soldier, just returned
from Barbados®. You are suffering from elephantiasis. ”

After both patient and students had shown their surprise, Bell would explain: “This gentle-
man is obviously a soldier by his carriage. The fact that he did not remove his hat on entering the
room shows that he is newly out of the service. Both his tan and his ailment show he comes from
the tropics—and I add that he is from Barbados, because there has been a recent outbreak of the
disease there.” .

Doyle dreamed of becoming a surgeon and diagnostician like Bell, but lack of money made it
necessary for him to take the job of ship’s doctor on a whaler. Following his return from seafar-
ing, he hung out his shingle in a rented house in Southsea, a suburb of Portsmouth®. Patients
were few, and he took up writing in the hope of getting a bit of income until his medical practice

grew. He wrote several adventure stories for boys’ magazines, but his payments were small. His

@ Sir Arthur Conan Doyal B8 /R (1859—1930), L E /IR R, B4k 4 &, FEELIPTHR /MR T 42, €)% B HE A piE
MR, FEH BRESER), BRI L/ BT MRE,

@ Edinburgh: B T &, EERE 2L KEWIRT, FFIE2ZEHF.

® Barbaﬂos:EEgﬁ',HT%W@%,E/JW}%W§§&§K%0

@  Portsmouth: MR ¥ 3, T H iy 2 R IME T,
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first novel failed to find a publisher.

Discouraged, he happened to think of Dr. Bell and decided to try using his clever methods of
diagnosis in a detective story. He picked up his pen and scribbled the title, A Study in Scarlet.
For his hero, it is believed he combined the first name of a popular cricket player with the last
name of Oliver Wendell Holmes® —and Sherlock Holmes was born.

In this first story, a Dr. Watson, wounded by a bullet in the Afghan wars, comes to Lon-
don, and after an introduction by a friend, rents rooms with Sherlock Holmes at 221B Baker
Street. Holmes is described as being tall, thin, hawk-nosed, with close-set eyes (a reasonable de-
scription of Dr. Bell).

Watson was introduced to his roommate’s amazing lovers when, seeing a man looking anx-
iously at house numbers in the street below, he murmured, “I wonder what that fellow is looking
for?”

“You mean the retired éergeant of Marines,” said Holmes. (He had noticed that the man
had a military bearing, regulation side-whiskers, an air of command and an anchor tattooed on the
back of his hand. ) This trick of Dr.Bell’s, written into a murder story, turned out to be the pre-
scription for the immortal Holmes. .

The first Holmes story was barely noticed in England, and mildly successful in the United
States. The second, entitled The Sign of the Four, established Holmes on both sides of the At-
lantic. Doyle signed an agreement to do 12 Holmes stories for the Strand magazine. As each new
tale appeared, Holmes and Watson took a firmer grip on the public.

Although his writing soon began to bring him wealth, Dr.Doyle still considered it a source of
income only, not a career. In fact, Doyle grew tired of writing Sherlock Holmes stories and, in
1893, he killed his hero off in a hand-to-hand battle with Professor Moriarty at a waterfall in
Switzerland. Doyle’s public was enraged. Angry letters poured in. But Doyle held firm; he felt
that Holmes had been keeping h.im froin more important work.

- Then, in 1900, Dr.Doyle volunteered for the Boer War®. He became senior surgeon in a
field hospital that had few supplies. Dr. Dovle worked day and night against both wounds and dis-
ease. At the war’s end, he was knighted for lis services.

In 1903, Sir Arthur consented at last to revive Sherlock Holmes. The unsinkable Sherlock,
it now came to light, had not beer kiiled after all. The Empty House explains how he had mirac-
ulously survived, beaten his way to Tibet to consult with the head iama, and returned to London
to check into the mysterious death of an earl’s son. Sherlock’s return produced enthusiasm from
his faithful fans in England and America and huge sales for the magazines that printed the stories.

Doyle had, in fact, created a character so vivid that masses of people refused to believe he

® Oliver Wendell Holmes: & ## (1809—1894), X E B/ . BIER, U BEBR L RIE X T H %, GIEMHAEE$RE
Betc, HT R B EBET (Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1841—1935) 51154, W2 EHS R, YT EE B BR A AL E
B (1902—1932),

@ Boer War: fi/Rik %, 15 1899—1902 FRESHEFTLBRENEEM /RAZ A LS,



was fictional. The author regularly received letters addressed to Holmes asking for help in solving
real cases. Some of the letters led to a demonstration of Doyle’s own ability as a detective. One
such incident concerned a man who had drawn all his money from his bank, taken a hotel room in
London, attended a music hall, returned to his hotel, changed clothes and vanished. The police
had failed to locate him, and his family feared that he might have been murdered.

Conan Doyle solved the problem at once. “You will find your man in Glasgow(_D or Edin-
burgh, ” he said, “and he is there of his own free will. Drawing all his money out of the bank in-
dicates intended flight. The music hall he attended lets out at 11. Since he changed clothes after
returning to his hotel, he planned to take a trip. The Scottish expresses leave King’s Cross at
midnight.” The man was found in Edinburgh.

But Doyle could be taken by surprise. Once, tréiveling abroad, he was startled when a cab
driver addressed him as Dr. Doyle. “How did you know?” he asked. “It’ s written on your
trunk, ” the man answered calmly. ,

In 1906, shocked by the death of his wife, Doyle stopped writing and seemed to be taking
very little interest in life. His worried secretary, hoping to arouse his interest, handed him a sheaf
‘of clippings concerning one George Edjali, convicted of writing. threatening letters and of cruglty
to animals. Sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment, Edjali had been released after three years
because of doubt as fo his guilt, but the government still refused to pardon him, and he had lost
his license to practice law.

After interviewing Edjali and studying all the circumstances of the case, Doyle concluded that
Edjali had been framed. The man to look for, he said, was someone who had been to sea—the
anonymous letters had come at intervals, suggesting long sea voyages, and contained references to
seagoing life. The wounds inflicted on the animals indicated that the unknown criminal had
worked as a butcher.

Amazingly, every one of Doyle’s guesses proved true. The man he described was tracked
down. It turned out that he had gone to school with Edjali but had been dropped at 13 because he
was so unruly. He had gone to work as a butcher’s helper, and had later shipped on a cattle boat.
The government pardoned Edjali. Largely as a result of the case, a Court of Criminal Appeal was
set up to deal with such errors in justice. ' ' .

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle died in 1930 at the age of 71, three years after he had written his
last Sherlock Holmes story. More than 40 years had passed since Holmes and Watson had started
their careers, but their world was still the London of the elegant 80’ s with horse cabs, rolling .
fogs, the slipping of a revolver into the pocket of a caped coat, the electric crackle of Holmes’
voice saying to Watson, “The game’s afoot, ” and the hasty command to the cab driver: “Charing
Cross, and a sovereign if you make it under ten minutes! ”

The magic still remains. It will for a long time to come.

@ Glasgow: Wil B, JEE Jids = FRIE0M KT,



[Reading Comprehension]

1.

By both training and choice, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was a

A. career officer B. lawyer C. physician D. sportsman

. Sir Arthur gained his title as a result of

A. inheritance B. his war service

C. his wealth ‘D. his popularity as a writer
. He first turned to writing because

A. he had a strong desire to do so B. he failed at his profession

C. his mother urged him to do so D. he needed money

In both physical appearance and talent for observation, Sherlock Holmes was created in the im-

age of }
A. Doyle’s father B. Oliver Wendell Holmes C. a famous surgeon D. his tutor

. Holmes’ friend is named

A. Dr. Watson B. Dr. Bell C. Dr. Moriarty D. Dr. Smith
. Holmes resided at '

A. 10 Downing Street B. 331/2 Charing Cross.

C. 221B Baker Street D. 334 Wall Street

. In 1893, Doyle enraged his reading public by

A. announcing that he would write no more stories

B. having Holmes retired

C. having Holmes die of a fatal illness

D. having an enemy kill Holmes

The Holmes stories influenced police detectives in many countries to
A. write stories about crimes they solved

B. study small details in connection with a crime

C. name laboratories after Sherlock Holmes

D. work together with other detectives

. As a result of Sir Arthur’s work in the Edjali case, .

A. a Court of Criminal Appeal was created
B. the bail-bond system was discontinued
C. Scatland Yard was established

D. the Supreme Court ‘was organized

10. Today, the Sherlock Holmes stories are

A. less popular than in former years B. liked only by children
C. as popular as ever D. read only by the elderly



[ Questions for Discussion)

How popular was Sherlock Holmes around the world?
. From whom did Sherlock Holmes get his name?

. How did Doyle show to the public that he was an excellent détective himself?

W N

. Was Conan Doyle always so observant in finding clues to problems?



The Man Who Wrote Moby Dick

[New Words & Expressions)

waterfront 7. (BT FH)EKEK
tramp vi. AT, KT

~ whaler n. AR

whaling vessel n. &AL

wormhole n. HFL, #iH

roughneck »n. (EEYHEEH A, TH
cannibal n. B A A

hardtack . (BtAE L E&HEEHT
shanghai ». (FITHBLRREBRS ) i K 5 A S BIAR £ 2 KF
conversant adj . BABH, NI

vale n. &, B4 (ATt $)
vexation n . B, &M

doleful adj. & AERH,

prim adj . B, #‘Jiﬁ#’

folkway n. &1

peaceable adj. KFH9, F1F#

boathook ». H I & T

advance n . BISGITERB XS

[Text)

The life of Herman Melville®, seafaring adventurer, writer and original thinker, was

as full of drama and tragedy as were his books .

On September 28, 1891, an old man died quietly at 104 East 26th Street, New York City.
He had been living there for 28 years, earning his living as a customs inspector. His death re-

ceived only three lines of notice, in one newspaper.

@ Herman Melville: # /R & - #§/RH4E/R (1819—1891), EE/MAR, (ER B R MRBBF AR, ETALE HEHREEE RK
SEHEE ARE@EH), RABEFESE /MIERR) CGEF-[E) %,



