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4EX 1>
A Dreadful Typhoon

When I was young, my mother often told me “Typhoon is dread-
ful”. But I didn’t understand it at that time. It was mysterious to me.

Now I really know what Mother said is true. It was the 9th April
yesterday and the Typhoon Lily reached my hometown. Soon a storm
blew up. The raindrops were very big, like the beans. They swatted the
ground. The wind blew strongly. Trees and flowers bent back and forth.
Leaves flew in the sky. The sky turned dark all of a sudden--- How
dreadful! I was a little frightened.
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The typhoon lasted from morning to evening. I watched the news on
TV at night. The announcer told us the dike at Guoju Town was broken

by the huge waves in the storm. Seawater rushed in and flooded the

nearby villages. Many houses were filled with water while some were
washed away. The PLA men and the villagers made concerted efforts and
fought the storm for hours before they blocked up the gap. Oh! Wonder-
ful!

From this I also learn: humans are stronger than typhoon, because
they can unite and work as one, and make good use of advanced science
and technology to fight against it.

Typhoon is dreadful. But we can conquer it.

<4EX 2>
My Favourite Old House

The old house in my memory was really very old. Surrounded by
tall buildings, the house, which was low and small, was like a candle
flickering in the wind.

I lived with my grandma in the house as early as I began to remem-
ber things. Those were wonderful days to me. I often played with my lit-
tle companions in it. We ran about and sang happily, and filled the
rooms with our laughter. The old house was just like a paradise in my
childhood.

Then I went to school and began to live with my parents, so I had to
say goodbye to the old house. Every time I went to see my grandma, the
old house was still what it had been. But the cracks in the ceiling told
me it was becoming older and older.

Now, in the rumble of a bulldozer, the old house is being pulled

down. Soon, there will be new buildings standing in its place.
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<4EX 3>
Lightless but Eager Eyes

It was raining outside. Raindrops tapped my window. Suddenly a
familiar figure appeared in my mind. The chilly rain reminds me of a
special friend.

He is a blind boy. In his world, there is no light, no colour.

His eyes are big and black, but lightless, like two deep holes. Loo-
king into that pair of eyes, you can read that he is eager for the future
and brightness. '

I met him quite accidentally in a lane. It was raining softly that
day. I was heading home in a hurry, taking no notice of him. Suddenly,
he was brought down by my bicycle. [ stopped at once and helped him
up. When I looked at his face, I found he was a blind boy! I said sorry
to him, but he gave me a gentle smile, instead of scolding me. 1 hadn’t
taken a careful look at him until then. He appeared a bit odd in appear-
ance. Black and thick hair covered his big head, like a fur cap. His
nose was flat and his mouth small. But he had a pair of eager eyes.

Then we walked together, and began chatting. Soon he became free
with me and we became friends.

He told me that he liked to listen to the birds singing, to feel the
spring breeze, and to imagine the multicoloured sunlight. I was greatly
astonished and felt sad for him. How unfortunate he was! He can never
see the world and never know what the world is like and can only feel
and listen to it and imagine it in his mind. But he never loses heart and
always feels hopeful about the future. I was deeply moved. From that
time on, I often took him out to enjoy the sounds of nature and experi-
ence the beauty of it.

He is a warm-hearted boy. Although he can see nothing, he is al-
ways willing to do anything possible to help others. He has a pure heart.
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Last month, his family moved away. We both felt very sorry, as we

didn’t know when we would meet again. He was reluctant to leave, and

gave me his blessing. I couldn’t hold back my tears.
Now he has moved away, but I'll never forget his big and eager eyes
and his kind heart all my life.
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<GEX 4>

Mark Twain lived from 1836—1901. He was one of the best-known
American writers in the 19th century.

Mark Twain was born in Missouri in the middle part of the United
States. His hometown lay on the banks of the Mississippi River, where
he spent his childhood. When he grew up, he worked as a pilot on a
boat for some time. “Mark Twain” is his pen name, which came from
the shout of the sailors measuring the depth of the water when it was two
marks deep on the lead line.

Mark Twain wrote a lot of novels. One of them was The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer, which is the most famous among his novels. Some of his
writings have been translated into many languages. He and his works are

deeply loved by readers all over the world.

<4EX 5S>
The Christmas has passed. But I'll never forget that Christmas Day.
It was December 25th, 2000. Classes were over and I went home as
usual. When I got downstairs of my flat building, I found there was
something in my letterbox.

At first I thought it might be a sheet of advertisement, so I intended

9
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to tear it into pieces and throw them away. But when I opened the box,

I saw it was a letter.

The letter was from the editorial office of the periodical Ways of Ef-
fective Study. I suddenly remembered I had contributed an article to this
periodical. But I had sent the article to the office only 15 days before. I
thought the editor must have sent my manuscript back. But anyway, it
was the first time for me to contribute to periodical after all. So I was
glad to receive it.

I opened the letter and caught sight of a copy of printed-paper. It
was none other than the latest issue of Ways to Effective Study. Instinc-
tively I looked for the “English Corner” column. Sure enough the article
I had written was right there, in black and white. It was such a wonder-
ful surprise that I could hardly believe my eyes.

I do think that was the best present for Christmas I had ever re-

ceived.

h EFT LA SR X ERE R EERR, EEE R BN EE
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4FEX 4>
AFiE]: 19th century, the whole life of Mark Twain (1836—1901)
His5 . the United States, the birthplace of Mark Twain
B4, works written by Mark Twain, such as The Adventures of Tom

Sawyer and some other famous novels.

4FEL 5>
Ff[A]: on the day of the 25th December, 2000
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