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TOPIC: Some people believe that students should speciaiize
early so that they can develop in-depth skills and
knowledge in their majers. Others argue that all stu-
dents should receive a broad-based education until the
second or third year of college so that they have the
opportunity to sample many areas before choosing a
major. Which position do you support? Why?

6 3B

in Germany students have to specialize already in school.
They have to choose three main subjects, for example Biology,
Geography and Mathematics. Besides they can chose betwsen
Chemistry and Physics and between Latin and French.

From my point of view that’s not very reasonable. At the
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age of 14 not everybody 1s sure about his future occupation plans.
Teenagers should be able to get basic knowledge in many sub-
jects. As a consequence they could be able 10 make up their mind
about therr skills and fields on interest. If someone doesn’t know
anything about e, g. Physics, he will never know If he likes it or
not. Only if you learn more about a special subject, you start to
understand various connections and meanings. And this is what
makes a topic interesting.

Another aspect I1s that as soon as students enter university,
they need not only basic knowledge in their own subject. if you
study e. g. Biology in Germany you have to take classes in
Physics and Chemistry, too. if you have never learned anything
about these subjects in school, 1t will be very difficult at the be-
ginning at university. So especially in school | would prefer a very
wide-spread education. H you’ ve decided to study Biology it
would also be useful to get a basic knowledge n several fields of
Biology. After about two years you should be able to decide in
which field of Biology you want to specialize. Then i1s still time e-
nough for special classes and specialized research.

It s also important to recognize the connections between the
different fields of your subject. Nowadays you can work in a pro-
gram that 1s concemed with a small part of a gene. But you can’t
start studying this part of a gene nght at the beginning. There is
much more knowledge necessary to understand what’ s going on
on the genetic level, You have to understand the physiology t0o.
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As a conclusion | don’ t agree with people who want students
to specialize very early. Every students has to go through a kind
of development or evolution of himself and his mind.

It’s just hke every smbryo has to go through different stages
during his development. And these stages are often smilar to the
stages during the evolution of the human being.

[FEX AF]
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It 1s not so easy to determine which one of the two positions
is the best because several are the pros and cons that we would
have for either choice. Beside this | believe a position depends a
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lot upon the needs and Interests of the students as well as the ne-
cessities of the market where the new graduates will apply to
work in, In general terms | would think that a broad-based educa-
tion until the second year of colisge would be ideal in order to
lead the students to the discovery of different branches of knowl-
edge and to develop a lot of interests. Probably this “broad
spectrum knowledge” would not have any specific interest in the
! abor Market where a strong specialization 1s normally sought.

However | believe that this broad education beside helping
the student while in school, to find out his/her special field to be
achieved with further studies, would also develop In a person that
mental elasticity that 1S always necessary to solve problems in
whichever field. The in-depth skills so strongly required by the
Labor World are always things easily achievable by someone with
a good education with a short period of practice. This is why with
the last two years of technical and apphed knowledge to the job
one graduate 1s going to do, anybody would besome profession-
ally appreciable.

It must be reminded also that further training 1s normally pro-
vided at the beginning of any new job and according to the re-
sponsibilities given to that person. This i1s why bigger emphasis
should be given by schools in broad sducation.
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My personal opinion about this topic is that 1t dependes on
the level of education which a student has received in the High
School 1t 1s very well known that the education system of the
USA High School 1s not very wide, A student can graduate from
High School without taking Physics, Chemistry, ..., and other
classes which are important.

In this case, | would recomend a broad-based education until
the second or third year of college for students who have studied
in American High Schools. This program will provide them the op-
portunity to have a better understanding of many disciplines, They
can have a better panoramic view to choose their majors.

At the same time, we have to understand that a person who
1S going to be graduated from any College has to hold a tugh level
of education. This objective can not be confused with the 1dea of
Technical Institutions which offers programs of speciahizations
without taking care of ather cultural aspects.
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As summary, | believe that students from American High
Schools should recerve the level of Education that they could not
get In therr High Schools.
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| support the position that all students should receive a
broadbased education until the second or third year of college so
that they have the opportunity to sample many areas before
choosing a major. Young people usually doesnt notice own talent;
therefore 1t 1s difficult to find for them appriciate major. They
should have a great deal of opportunity in many areas, Then they
can choose own major which 1s appriciate to them.

It the student notice that the major don’ t appriciate to him,
he will be able to change the major to another one easily. Be-
cause he has many opportunities which are broadbased education,
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he can change the major to another one soon.

If the student has specialize knowledge, it 1s difficult for him
to exchange. Because they took much time to get the specialize
knowledge, he has a wast of time if he wishes to exchangs 1t.

[FBXRIT]
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| support second opinion: All students receive a broadbased
education Surely, | think first opimion is not bad. But ! support
second opinion. Becauss | think that it is very difficult to choose a
major. Most people don’ t have a lot of chance to study in col-
lage. Most people have chance at once. May be. If someone want
to study two or three major, he (or she) has to go to collage
twice or three times. | think that it is imposibie for many people.
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Because education cost s high.
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