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Lesson One
Miami and Miami Beach

- TEXT

Going places and doing things, this is what Miami and
Miami Beach are all about. Miami is a metropolitan city. Un-
like any other in the United States, water, crystal blue water,
surrounds and cuts through the entire area. No other U. S.
city can match Miami and Miami Beach for its number of plea-
sure crafts and marinas. Everywhere you look, Miami is a
magic city. With all this water, this is a sailors’ paradise, and
then some.

In the early 1920s, Miami was little more than hills of
sand, weeds, mangroves and alligators. Now the alligators
have been replaced by tall buildings. Marshes turned into pic-
turesque canals. Modern luxury condominiums continue to
shoot skyward through Miami’s palms. The names of the ho-
tels are familiar to all, either through fact or fiction. The new
hotels redefine the word " luxury”. Many parks and gardens
have downtown Miami put on a smile for visitors. And every-
one, even the cop on the beat, is friendly. This is a city with a
definite international flair.

Miami is uniquely situated geographically. To develop as a
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world class center for arts and culture, the city takes on a fu-
turistic look. It is one of the few southern cities in the U. S.,
with a rapid rail transit system, soon to be connected to a
“downtown people —mover. There is an extensive restoration
effort under way. Classic arc decor hotels are being returned to
the original ice-cream colors.

Star Island in the inner coastal waterways, private hide-
aways of the very wealthy. Key Biscayne, Florida’s answer to
the Venetian waterways, where every mansion has a yacht
moored at the backdoor.

Miami is the cruise ship capital of the world. The giant
floating pleasure palaces depart daily for destinations of mys-
tery and excitement in ports of the Caribbean, Atlantic and the
Gulf of Mexico.

The sun sets, and this magic city puts on a different face.
Miami night life people being with other people partying and
having fun. The city offers hundreds of nightspots.

" Calle Ocho, 8th Avenue, Little Havana, a unique area of
Latin heritage, representing one-third of Miami population.
When you're hungry, our many restaurants offer nearly any-
thing you could desire, but sea food has to be tops on the list.

The Vizcaya Museurn and gardens, 50 rooms decorated
authentically with works from the 15th through 19th century. -
Vizcaya was begun in 1912, and worked on by a thousand arti-
sans. It is, perhaps, the most beautiful spot in Florida.

Beauty comes in all shapes and sizes, and Miami has de-



veloped a whole industry to help vacationers find it. Try one of
the many guided tours through the winding waterways. Or put
on your own mask and fins, and take your own tour of the
John Pennican Park, the only national underwater park in the
continental U. S. For a bird’s-eye view, lots of folks visit the
Cape Florida lighthouse. - =

The jungles of Miami, and there’re several, are crowded
with rare and exotic inhabitants, The pari-mutuel tracks invite
visitors and locals to take a chance for big bucks. For those
seeking more thrills, there’s racing and other spectator sports.
And. there is always do-it-yourself sports, sailing, fishing and
golf.

This is Coconut Grove, a lovely city within a city, a spe-
cial village which combines youth and elegance, the traditional
with avant-garde. The grove is a great place to shop. You can
spend ten dollars or ten thousand dollars, or you just sit and
relax in the sun and watch the day go by. You can live like a
millionaire in this unmatched paradise. Whatever you desire.

There is nowhere on earth quite like Miami and its beach-

€s.
New Words and Expressions

alligator A #E1f,

authentically E IE#l
avant-garde (EEiE) &4, SGIK
buck (F{E)3T
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Notes to the Text

1. Miami 75 P 8 , 2 [ 3 %' Bk M AR d a0 Koot 0 F
KPGEEM R SRR, PH K BIR R P AR, B R AR
B AbAK 3L o 375 BT 25 K L R R X BT G Ak 1R b A R A Y b
W —. .
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3. Key Biscayne HLHT3K &, B & R BEMEZIEZ —,
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4. and then some i AL5A A 1EX#, /B, 40 [t needs
great patience and then some. FE D FER KM L.
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5. under way A% & ; 17+ . /40 : Preparations for cel-
ebrating the Spring Festival is well under way. W EHFH I #E
% TAEIEAEFL ST E .

6. Star Island in the inner coastal waterways private hide-
aways of the very wealthy. 73X /~5]F & Star Island in the
inner coastal waterways & F1& , private hideaways of the very
wealthy R F1& , T3 A BARE T AR LR is”,

AR EHXANEFAHBMEE

Key Biscayne Florida’s answer to the Venetian water-

ways. . .

Miami night life people being together with. . .
Exercises

I. Frue / False Statements
Read the following statements and decide if they are true
or false according to the text. If the statement is false,
write down the facts in the space provided.

1. Miami is a town in Florida.

2. Miami was already a metropolitan city in the early 1920°s.

3. Every spot in Miami shows that it is a magic city.

4. Everyone in Miami, even the police officer on patrol, is

friendly.




.

5. The railway system in Miami will soon be connected to a
downtown device which can carry people from one place to
another.

6. In Key Biscayne, few families have their yacht moored at
the backdoor.

7. When it gets dark, Miami is a quiet city with everyone
there staying at home,having a peaceful evening.

8. The Latin descendants make up one —third of the popula-
tion in Miami.

9. Various kinds of foods are served in the restaurants in Mia-
mi.

10. John Pennican Park is the only national park in the U. S.

11. Miami is a city surrounded by water, but there are no

woods, not to mention jungles.

12. We can learn from the recording that Coconut Grove is a

great place for sports.




11.
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Comprehension Questions

Answer the following questions according to the text.

Is Miami similar to most American cities? Why?

What changes have taken place in Miami since 1920s

Please tell each other about the hotels in Miami.

Is Miami a center of arts and culture in the world? What ad-

vantage does it have in developing into such a center?

Why is Miami considered as the cruise ship capital of the

world?

Where do you suggest him / her going if one of your friends

wants to see works of arts in Miami? Why?

7. What is do-it-yourself sports? Give some examples.

8.

Where would you go shopping in Miami?

[II. Matching
Match the following terms / names in column A with the

1
2
3
4. Star Island
5
6

description / definition in column B

Column A
. marshes
. the names of the hotels

. apartment buildings

. sea food
the Cape Florida light-

house

__ 7. Coconut Grove

Column B
a. continue to shoot skyward
b. have to be tops on the list
c. the private hideaways of

the very rich

jo N

. a city within a city

. turn into picturesque canals

o

f. familiar to everyone

g. where one can have a
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bird’s-eye view

IV. Blank Filling
Fill in the blanks with words from the text. .
1. No other U. S. city can match Miami and Miami Beach for

its number of pleasure and
2. With all this water, this is a sailor’s and
some.
3. The new hotels redefine the word ” ",
4. Thisis a city with a definite flair.
5. ... arc decor hotels are being returned to the

ice—cream colors.

6. Key Biscayne Florida’s to the Venetian

7. The sun sets, and this magic city puts on a

face.
8. comes in all shapes and sizes, and Miami has
developed a whole ____to help vacationers find it.
9. Try one of the many tours through the
water ways .
10. You can live like a in this unmatched



V. Reading and Recitation
Read aloud the following paragraph three times and then
close your book and recite.

In the early 1920s, Miami was little more than hills of
sand, weeds, mangroves and alligators. Now the alligators
have been replaced by tall buildings. Marshes turned into pic-
turesque canals. Modern luxury condominiums continue to
shoot skyward through Miami’s palms. The names of the ho-
tels are familiar to all, either through fact or fiction. The new
hotels redefine the ward ”luxury”. Many parks and gardens
have downtown Miami put on a smile for visitors. And every-
one, even the cop on the beat, is friendly. This-is a city with a

definite international flair.



