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Unit 1 E

The North-South Conflict

[New Words and Expressions’

hemisphere n. (MBREE R )P K

exclude v. 8- HEBRLESH, IEBEH (HFEE)
attribute n . $F1E, &5, BE

~ dominate v. #if, EH, XA

incredible a . MELABEEH, NAHEER, R ENH, A
diversity n. 27, LM, b

objective n. W[ ILMIEMHIR, =&

disparate a . IRANFH, TTH R, RNEEH D
nonalignment n. %558

chagrin n. 1%, 181R, T8

terminate v. %%, 5645

sovereignty n . FER, IR, B
subservience n. K, WEYE, T4
metropolis » . (FARME)FZEEH
neocolonialism 7 . FHERFEX

interpretation n. %, 3%

thrust n. &%, 3hm

resent v. Xf---FRAR, X R
promulgate v. BUfR, 545, A%, M0
concession n. ik, (BE—#F )&k

autonomy ». B, BN, BIEKX, B £
plunder 7 . gy, #HF

plight n. F, EHR, %‘iﬁ

inequity n. RAIECF), WFA

tenet n. JRM, {55

pragmatically ad . EfR L, FE L

premise n. AIiE

rhetoric n. 5 T5i&, BIAR

confront v. f#---HEXt, 8- HIE
unequivocally ad . BITERY, INE& IR



thereby ad . FE I, B 1t, AT

abyss n. %M

deprivation n. F%F, R

immense a . BEX#, JTKH

Cartel FHF/K (R A AT 2l i 45 B K BUR K B )
virtual a. SER LAY, SEFR LR
frustrate v. f§--- YT, - KW (K KE)
ideological n. BiRE A

goad v. H)BL, W {E

disparity n. RE], 57, B, HA
psyche n. O&, R

erode v. &1, @

scenario n. Wit, HE; HE, RE
pose v. & B, ¥ B ; {1 - 4B AT S 3L
derive from JE T, B --- ik

lie to LT

bring about ¥, i& A%

on the premise of 7E-+ FI#& T

in part ERMEE L, o

be skeptical of XF---FRRITEE

be subjected to RE T, BT

at one’s disposal H---fEE (KAL)

[Text])

Throughout most of the years of the East-West con flict another major conflict also helped
shape the international system . Unlike the East-West conflict, it continues today, though at a
more subdued level than in the era of the bipolar world . That conflict is the North-South con-

Sflict .

The North-South conflict derives its name from the simple fact that, almost without excep-
tion, the wealthy nations of the world are in the Northern Hemisphere and the poorer nations lie
to their south. Generally spesking, the North consists of the United States,v Canada, Europe ex-
cluding Albania, Israel, Russia and the other newly independent former Soviet republics (al-
though this is a matter of debate), Japan, South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. The re-
maining states of the world, numbering over 110, are the South.

The South has been and is described by many terms—The Third World, the Developing
World, and the Less Developed Countries (LDCs), to name just a few. Again speaking in general
terms, the countries of the South share two attributes: (1) they have had a colonial past dominat-
ed by European powers, and (2) they are poor.
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Although incredible diversity exists within the Developing World states, a sense of communi-
ty has developed among many of the states of the South, a community brought about by shared
history, objectives, and injustice. For states as disparate as those that make up the Developing
World, this is a notable achievement. All seek a future of change. '

In general, states of the South share three objectives: political-economic independence, polit-
ical-military nonalignment, and economic-social modernization.! And in some ways, these three
objectives are interrelated.

Despite obtaining formal independence, many Developing World states have discovered to
their chagrin that they remain economically and politically dependent on their former colonial mas-
ters. Trade ties and investment patterns established during decades of colonial rule were rarely
terminated by the attainment of political sovereignty. From the viewpoint of Developing World
countries, this economic dependence carried with it unavoidable political subservience. Thus,
even though a Developing World state may have sought to establish its own political-economic in-
dependence, it could not.

Such a relationship between former colonial metropolis and their former colonies is termed
neocolonialism. Although interpretations of neocolonialism differ on a case-by-case and region-by-
region basis, a unifying thrust of the South is to escape this neocolonial relationship.

In part, the Developing World’ s desire to escape political-economic dependency explains its
hostility toward both the West and Western institutions such as the World Bank and multinational
corporations. Developing states often resent the World Bank’s insistence that they provide full
disclosure of financial data, and having had numerous occasions to witness the linkage between
economic strength and political power, governments of the less developed states often were skepti-
cal of the claim promulgated by Western state actors and non-state actors alike that no political
concessions would be sought if investments opportunities were awarded.

The South, then, was on.the horns of a dilemma as it sought to achieve political-economic
independence.? Full political and economic independence could be achieved only if Developing
World states could strengthen their economic autonomy. In most cases, however, that required
increased reliance on external sources of finance and expertise. To many Developing World coun-
tries, such external economic reliance implied continued political dependence.

Developing World states pointed particularly to their ongoing debt problem as proof of their
continuing neocolonial status. Obviously, when foreign debts make up.sizable percentages of gross
national products, prospects for repayment are not good. From the perspective of Developing
World governments, economic indebtedness and accompanying high interest rates were new ways
that the First World had found to continue to plunder what little wealth the Developing World
had.

Nevertheless, by the 1990s, most Developing World states concluded that they had no choice
other than to seek external investment from multinational corporations and other private and pub-
lic sources. Political-economic independence remained an objective, but most developing states had
not achieved it. And in some Developing World states even the ideal of political-economic indepen-
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dence began to fade as the 1990s proceeded. Indeed, by the late 1990s, the reality of global eco-
nomic interdependence was reflected in the economic policies of many developing states.

Even with the end of the East-West conflict, many Developing World states consider it criti-
cally important to maintain political-military nonalignment. This objective flows from one of the
same motivations as the Developing Worlds desire to achieve political-economic ihdependence:
having achieved political sovereignty, Developing World states do not want to be subjected to an-
other form of external control. Although the role of the nonaligned movement has diminished in
world affairs since the Cold War, for years the movement was a major actor in the international
community.

Above all else, Developing World countries see their plight of poverty and dependence as the
result of past colonial exploitation and current economic inequities in international trade, pricing,
and exchange mechanisms. As a result, the South seeks both expanded aid from the North and a
restructuring of the exiéting international économic order. In short, the South desires a New In-
ternational Economic Order (NIEQ).

Not surprisingly, the industrialized North rejects most of the proposed tenets of the NIEO.

_In the United States, Western Europe, Japan, Australia, Israel, South Africa, and New
Zealand, the NIEO is rejected as being economically and politically unrealistic, pragmatically un-
workable, and founded on inaccurate economic premises. None of the Developing World states ac-
cept the West’s rejection of the NIEO, although there is little they can do but argue for additional
negotiations.

The North-South conflict, then, is a real conflict. The dangers that it generates are not so
readily apparent as those that arose from the East-West conflict. Nevertheless, the dangers are
real, and they present challenges to the entire world.

What dangers exist because of real growing differences in the distribution of wealth between
North and South? One danger is that North and South may find themselves more deeply entwined
in the rhetoric of confrontation and hostility. Do the economically wealthy countries have a duty
and responsibility to help less fortunate states improve themselves economically? Developing World
states unequivocally answer yes, whereas wealthy states respond hesitatingly and uncertainly on
both sides of the question. Even in those instances where the North extends aid, disagreement ex-
ists over what development strategy to use. At the same time, the South guards its independence,
fearing that economic ties to the North through either state agencies or private firms may increase
economic dependence and political subservience. The danger of allowing the current North-South
dialogue to move toward confrontation and hostility is that constructive action may end, thereby
allowing the South to slip even more deeply into the abyss of poverty and influencing the South to
take action with whatever tools it has at its disposal against the North.

Despite its poverty, the South is not without tools. Many of the resources that the industrial
North requires are available primarily in the South. Realizing this, the South could turn to a
strategy of resource deprivation and price increases in raw materials. So far only OPEC states have
employed this strategy successfully, but their impact on the industrialized world has been im-

6
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mense. Although other raw material cartels would not have the same advantages that OPEC en-
joyed, cérteligation could appear as a useful strategy to Developing World governments. Obvious-
ly, the virtual collapse of OPEC that occurred in 1986, bringing with it sizable reductions in oil
prices, pointed out that cartelization is not a guaranteed answer to the Developing World’s prob-
lems. Nevertheless, even with the difficulties inherent in cartelization, it could prove attractive.

Developing World governments, however, need not be the only representatives of the devel-
oping World to act because of frustration over the distribution of global wealth. Non-state actors
such as terrorist groups or transnational ideological or religious movements may conclude t}.xat re-
sorting to violence or terror is the key to goading the North to action or to overturning an unfair
international economic system. Given the weaponry available on the international arms market
and given the integrated nature of modern industrial society,- a small group could terrorize a much
larger organization or society.? With little to lose under current conditions, resort to violence or
terror may become a preferred option for some non-governmental actors and perhaps even for some
governments. Indeed, in 1990, Iraq’s leader, Saddam Hussein, argued that one of the justifica-
tions for Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait was that it was not proper for Kuwait’s people to be rich while
many other Arabs are poor. ‘

A more subtle effect of the continued disparity in wealth between North and South is the
psychological impact that the effects of that gap may have on the collective psyche of the North,
particularly in situations where starvation occurs. Whereas proponents of the “lifeboat theory”* of
international relations urge that the North jealously provide only for itself, others have concluded
that the industrialized societies are gradually eroding their own humanity by neglecting the needs
of the Developing World.

Perceived potential threats, then, are diverse: resource deprivation and price wars through
cartelization, violence and terror against North’s humanity are three of the scenarios that may
happen unless the North-South conflict is improved. ® Unless some steps are taken to change a sit-
uation where 75 percent of the world’s population have only 20.percent of the world’s gross na-
tional product, the North-South conflict can only pose heightened dangers for the entire global

community.

[Notes])

1. In general, states of the South share three objectives: political-economic independence, politi-
cal-military nonalignment, and economic-social modernization. K& L, B 7 EEK A =13t
H AR : BURZHTMAL, BUAZE HALBM St MR,

2..The south, then, was on the horns of a dilemma as it sought to achieve political-economic in-
dependence. [H I, B 77 4% E 75 S BUBUA L5 ML 6933 B2 PR A — FhadkiB i B ke,

3. Given the weaponry available on the international arms market and given the integrated nature
of modern industrial society, a small group could terrorize a much larger organization or soci-
ety. % EPIEFRIR T G ALIR AR B U BRARE T L E 2 M EREGEIR, —4 /b
PR 52 2 T B X — A R A 20 28 b 11 % b A7 i 775 30



lifeboat theory: ${E MEFHL, 5 & E BRI R, LLEEMERM FUE M e v kg Ab B AR S J5 I
JF, AN A AGE & AR B AR HETT R ) '
Perceived potential threats, then, are diverse: resource deprivation and price wars through
cartelization, violence and terror against North’ s hurﬁanity are three of the scenarios that may
happen unless the North-South conflict is improved. Hit, AT BB ERMEZ L E
FERYBRAEF AL RA BT E, @ R R E R R RS A 8 6R, DA KRR A e
77 W R AT R R = FhBE R AT RE A A

[Reading Comprehension)

1.

What is the conflict between the South and the North?

A. Exploitation of economy by the industrialized.

B. Real and growing differences in the distribution of wealth in the world.
C. Political independence and neocolonialism.

D. Economic support related to full disclosure of financial data.

. Which of the following countries belongs to the less developed world?

A. South Africa. B. Albania. C. New Zealand. - D..Canada.

. The objectives that states of the South share does NOT include

. A. most of the world’s gross national product

B. economic-social modernization
C. political-economic independence

D. political-military nonalignment

. What does the author mean by his assertion that “the South, then, was on the horns of a

dilemma as it sought to achieve political-economic independence”?

. A. Political independence stems from economic autonomy.

B. Economic independence results from ‘political sovereignty.
C. Strengthening their economic autonomy increasingly can cast off the yoke of neocolonial-
ism.

D. Economic independence excludes political independence.

. We can infer from the passage that _

A. the dialogués between the South and the North are constructive

B. the dialogues between the South and the North are controversial

C. the South’s economic ties to the North proved to widen the economic gap between the two
worlds ’

D. the South welcomes the aids from the North no matter whether they are expertise or finan-

cial aids

. Which of the following statements is true? ,

A. The developing countries have constituted a variety of raw material cartels to protect them-
selves effectively . ‘

B. Only OPEC apneared as a successful strategy to the North.

8



C. The impact of OPEC on the North has been declining.
D. Terror and violence are most likely to be the best option for the less developed countries.
7. Unless the North-South conflict is improved, perceived potential threats that may happen in-

clude all the following scenarios except _

A. resource deprivation and price war through cartelization

B. violence
C. a war between the South and the South.
D.

terror

[ Questions for Discussion]

1. Can the North-South conflict be solved? Why or why not?
2. Why is the conflict between the first and the third world dangerous to the whole world?

3. What caused the poverty and dependence of the developing states?




