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THE HAUNTED
HOUSE

M. R. James

(e

die, he goes to live with his uncle in an

n twelve-year-old Stephen’ s parenD

old house in the country. Strange things
happen in the house. Why do the ghosts
of two children appear in the house and

garden? Stephen’ s uncle seems good and

kind. . . but is he?
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T HAuNTED

House

Stephen Drake sat alone in a corner of
the big hospital waitig-room'. Nurses and
doctors walked quickly and

importantly along the corridors?,
sometimes speaking to patients’ and
sometimes not. A nurse smiled at the
pale* boy sitting in the corner and twice
she brought him a cup of tea. He looked
cold and fnghtened . and very lonely”.

1. waitng-room: the room where people wait to see the
doctor.

2. corridor: the area between two lines of room.

3. patient: a doctor’ s client, an ill person in hospital.

4. pale: very white

5. lonely: we feel lonely when we have no friends.
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ACTIVITY &

amn] What jobs do these people do?
=% | jsten and complete these words with
vowels from the baloon.

CL...RK

cc... ... NT...NT
S...RG... ... N
N...RSE

Listen and write the correct
L—a¥  words under the pictures.
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Why is everything always white in a
hospital?” thought Stephen as he drank!
the hot tea. * White is so boring®. Orange
and vellow are much happier colours
than white! ”A doctor stopped in front of
Stephen and sat® down. “Well, how are
you, young man?” he asked.
“Not bad, Dr Owen. "replied the boy.
“I’ ve got some good news* for you, ”
said the doctor. “ I received a letter from
your uncle Abney yesterday, he wants
you to go and live with him!”

drank: past tense of 1o drink.
boring: uninteresting.

sat: past tense of to sit.
news; information.
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% Write sentences about the picture.

There is a blue and white picture on the wall.
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Stephen didn’ t know his uncle Abney
existed.

“He’s your father’s oldest' brother. He
lives in a big house in the country. I’ m
sure” you will be very happy with him. ”
Dr Owen added. “There is a car out-
side. It will take you to your uncle’s
house. Here is your suitcase’. Goodbye
and good luck.” Stephen looked and
waved® to Dr Owen. The doctor was his
only friend

?’“L f

.k { £ 3 N,
QLI \\ '_a‘ B, = _ L\._';‘_::?.?:'.’.‘ ’ _

1. oldest: superlative of old.

2. sure: certain.

3. suitcase: a container where we put our clothes when
we go on holiday.

4.to wave: to say good bye to a person by waving our
hand.




ACTIVITY

Make the following words
L—¥ gsuperlative. Listen and correct.

old  the oldest long ............
big ... ... 17-) S
slim ........ ...... hot ............
dirty .............. dry ool

X Write sentences using the superlatives
above and the words suggested.
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When Stephen’ s parents died’ in a car
crash last Christmas. Dr Owen let him
stay at the hospital, because he had no
relatlves and nowhere to go.

“Why didn’ t daddy tell me about uncle

Abney?” thought Stephen as the car
stopped 1n front of a big house.
The door opened and a butler came down
the steps® to car. “Good morning Master
Stephen. Welcome to Aswarby Hall. ’said
the butler. “My name’ s Parkes. Your un-
cle is in the sitting room. ”

1. to die: to cease to live.
2. relatives: family.
3. steps: stairs outside a house.
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% Answer the questions.

When and how did Stephen’s parents dig?
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Come in, my boy,” said uncle Ab-
ney. Stephen liked his wuncle straight
away He was a short stout’ man with
not very much grey hair, glasses® on a
round pink nose and a big smile.

“How old are you?”Uncle Abney asked.

“Twelve, "the boy answered

“Are you sure you’ re twelve?’his uncle
insisted. “Not eleven or thirteen?”

“I was twelve in October,” the boy an-
swered. ~Perfect. . . PERFECT!”  said
uncle Thomas, contentedly! Stephen
thought his uncle was a little eccen-
tric*. . . but very nice!
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1. straight away: immediately.
2. stout: fat.

3. glasses: we wear glasses to help us see.
4. eccentric: strange.
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ACTIVITY &

. Listen and find the words you hear.
“—=¥ The words are all on page 10.

PERFETCTW
S ¢ NB | G HR
T C 1 T AF

R E CUY A H
A N E O H T O
I T 0T E E U
G R A X V E G
H I X WE E N H
T K S AR ET
S l L E Y O U

™ Write the words you find.
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