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LESSON ONE

ACTIVATION

. The title of the text is “You Say Begin, 1 Say Commence”. “Commence”, unlike the native

English word “begin”, comes from Latin.

1)
2)

" ” ?
Is “commence” a noun or a verb?

Does it mean begin, or end, or neither?

. How do the following words sound to you? Underline those

1)

2)

3)

that sound like native English words:

tranquil, blood, alone, dead, versatility, concept
that suggest bad actions:

revolution, rebellion, resistance, bloodbath, war
that are more emotionally direct:

transfer, dump, winner, victor, revolution, bloodbath

. Which areas are the words “revolution” and “corrupt” most often applied to?

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

political struggle

selling goods

moral behaviour

the movements of planets

forms of words

. How much do you know about history? Draw lines to connect the proper nouns with related

historical events and dates.

15th century Jacobins English Civil War
16th century . William and Mary American Civil War
17th century Confederates French Revolution
18th century : Charles II ’ Glorious Revolution
19th century Cromwell Restoration

. How do you read “Charles 11”7

1
2)
3)
4)
5)

Charles Two
Charles the Two
Charles Second
Charles the Second
the Charles Second

. What does the phrase “word pool” possibly mean?
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TEXT

YOU SAY BEGIN, I SAY COMMENCE—
TO THE VICTOR BELONGS THE LANGUAGE

Rita Mae Brown

Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and
where they are going. A study of the English language reveals a dramatic history and as-
tonishing versatility.

A word is more like a pendulum than a fixed entity. It can sweep by your ear and
through its very sound suggest hidden meanings, preconscious associations. Listen to
these words: “blood”, “tranquil”, “democracy”. Besides their literal meanings, they
carry associations that are cultural as well as personal.

One word can illustrate this idea of meaning in flux: “revolution”. The word en-
ters English in the 14th century from the Latin via French. (At least that was when it
was first written; it may have been spoken earlier.) “Revolution” means a turning
around; that was how it was used. Most often “revolution” was applied to astronomy to
describe a planet revolving in space. The word carried no political meaning.

“Rebellion” was the loaded political word. It too comes from Latin (as does about
60 percent of our word pool), and it means a renewal of war. In the 14th century “rebel-
lion” was used to indicate a resistance to lawful authority. This can yield amusing re-
sults. Whichever side won called the losers rebels—they, the winners, being the reposi-
tories of virtue and more gunpowder. This meaning lingers today. The Confederare
fighters are called rebels. Since the North won that war, it can be dismissed as a rebellion
and not called a revolution. Whoever wins the war redefines the language.

“Revolution” did not acquire a political meaning in English until at least the 16th
century. Its meaning—a circular movement—was still tied to its origin but had spilled
over into politics. It could now mean a turnabout in power. This is more complicated
than you might think.

The 16th century, vibrant, cruel, progressive, held as a persistent popular image
the wheel of fortune—an image familiar to anyone who has played with a tarot deck. Hu-
man beings dangle on a giant wheel. Some are on the bottom turning upward, some are
on the top, and some are hurtling toward the ground. It’s as good an image as any for
the sudden twists and turns of Fate, Life or the Human Condition. This idea was so
dominant at the time that the word “revolution” absorbed its meaning. Instead of a card

or a complicated explanation of the wheel of fortune, that one word captured the con-
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cept. It’s a concept we would do well to remember.

Politically, “rebellion” was stil! the more potent word. Cromwell ’s seizure of state
power in the mid-17th century came to be called the Great Rebellion, because Charles 11
followed Cromwell in the restoration of monarchy. Cromwell didn’t call his own actions
rebellious. In 1689 when William and Mary tock over the throne of England, the event
was tagged the Glorious Revolution. “Revolution” is benign here and politically inferior
in intensity to “rebellion” .

By 1796 a shift occurred and “revolution” had come to mean the subversion or
overthrow of tyrants. Rebellion, specifically, was a subversion of the laws. Revolution
was personal. So we had the American Revolution, which dumped George 111 out of the
Colonies, and the French Revolution, which gave us the murder of Louis XVI and the
spectacle of a nation devouring itself. If you’ re a Marxist you can recast that to mean one
class destroying another. At any rate, the French Revolution was a bloodbath and “revo-
lution” began to get a bad name as far as monarchists were concerned and holy signifi-
cance as far as Jacobins were concerned. By that time “revolution” was developing into
the word we know today—not just the overthrow of a tyrant but action based on belief in
a new principle. Revolution became a political idea, not just a political act.

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s young Americans used the word “revolution”
indiscriminately. True, they wanted political power, they were opposed to tyrants and
believed in a new political principle {or an old one, depending on your outlook) called
participatory democracy. However, that period of unrest, with its attendant creativity,
did not produce a revolution. The word quickly became corrupted until by the 80’ s “rev-
olution” was a word used to sell running shoes.

Whither goest thou, Revolution?

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

Latin, French; begin, commence; via (prep.)

versatility, creativity, intensity, image,

significance, association, meaning,

pool, entity, origin

acquire, absorb, capture, develop (into), linger, tie (to), spill (over into), tag; corrupt(ed),

yield;

apply (to), illustrate, indicate, dismiss (as), redefine, recast, reveal, suggest

potent, loaded, complicated; literal, hidden; holy, benign, inferior; specifically, indiscrimi-

nately




concept, belief (in), principle, outlook, idea; persistent, dominant, popular;
the human condition, virtue;

preconscious (adj.)

authority, monarchy, monarchist, throne, tyrant;

(state) power, nation, colony;

rebellion, rebel, resistance (to), subversion, overthrow, seizure;

wnrest, event, spectacle; murder, bloodbath /'--/;

repository, gunpowder;

restoration, renewal;

victor, winner, loser;

democracy;

vibrant, progressive, rebellious, lawful, participatory, dramatic, tranquil, attendant;

political(ly)

astronomy, planet; upward (adv.);
pendulum, flux, turnabout, twists and turns, shift, circular (adj.);
fortune, fate;

revolve, sweep, dangle (on), hurtle, devour, destroy, concern, depend (on), dump (out of),

occur

whichever, whoever;

take over, come to, do well to, play with

NOTES

1. Rita Mae Brown /'ri:ta mer 'braun/—American poet, novelist (1944— )

2. At least that was when it was first written; it may have been spoken earlier. (1l. 9-10)
1) that—the 14th century
What does “that” mean in “that was how it was used” (1. 11), and in “you can recast
that to mean one class destroying another” (ll. 42-43)7
2) It was likely that “revolution” had already been used in spoken English before it appeared
in written form in the 14th century.
“May + perfect infinitive” expresses the speaker’s present opinion about a past possibili-

ty.

3. “Rebellion” was the loaded political word. (1. 13)—"“Rebellion” carried political meaning
and it suggested something bad.

loaded adj.— containing a hidden trap, intended to trick




. as does about 60 percent of our word pool (ll. 13-14)
1) and 60% of English words come from Latin, too
as —and so
does (used to avoid repeating a verb)

2) our word pool—all the English words

This can yield amusing results. (1l. 15-16)
“This” refers to what has just been said, that is, the use of “rebellion” to indicate a resis-
tance to lawful authority.

What does “this” mean in the sentence: “ This is more complicated than you might

think.” (1l. 22-23)7
Whichever side won called the losers rebels. (1. 16)

whichever—any (of the sides in the war) that
“Whichever side won” is the subject of the sentence.

See also “ Whoever wins the war redefines the language.” (1. 19)

. the Confederate fighters (1l. 17-18)

Confederate /kon'fedarit/ adj./n. —belonging to, a supporter of, the 11 southern states
which left the United States in 1860 and 1861

Some other proper nouns in the text :

Jacobin /'d3aeksubin/

Louis XVI /'lu/ or /'luiy/ (1754—1793)

Cromwell /'kramwal/ (1599—1658)

. tarot /'taerau/ deck (l. 25)—a set of playing cards bearing pictures of the sun, the moon, a
hanged man, the devil, etc. instead of kings, queens and knights of usual cards, used in for-

tune-telling

. Whither goest thou /8au/ (1. 54)—{old use) Where/To what place are you going?

UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

. In what way does Rita Mae Brown see the relations between language and culture? What other

things does she compare English words to? What is the point of these comparisons?

. Where did the words revolution and rebellion come from? When did they first occur in writ-

ten English? What was the literal meaning of each at that time? Could they be used to indicate
the same event originally?

. Draw a table to illustrate the dramatic history of revolution and rebellion as told in the text.
The table should contain the dates, the related historical situations, the meanings of the two

words in flux, and a brief comment on the change.

5




10.

What was 16th Century England like? What was the age’s dominant idea? What image best
captured this idea? Why? What is the relationship between tarot cards, the wheel of fortune,

the movement of planets, and the meaning of “revolution”?

What happened to the word revolution between the 16th Century and the end of the 18th
Century? What essential difference is suggested in the text between the uses of revolution in

“the Glorious Revolution” and “the French Revolution”?

Why can the literal meaning of rebellion “yield amusing results”? Discuss the hidden mean-

ings of the sentence “Whichever side won . .. virtue and more gunpowder.” (ll. 16-17)

How do you understand Brown’s statement that “Revolution was personal.” (1l. 39-40)7 Is
“personal” in 1. 7 used in the same sense? Are there any words in the text that you would not

have used? Do you think the difference personal, cultural, or political?

. Explain the words indiscriminately (1. 49) and corrupted (1. 52) in their contexts. Have

you found indiscriminate or corrupted uses of “revolution” around you? How effective is the

image of “pendulum” for the idea of meaning in flux?

Is the text well developed to illustrate the point, “To the Victor Belongs the Language”? Does
the text help you arrive at a new and different concept about language? How potent is the road

map image for the relation between language and culture?

In the text there are many verbs associated with language and meaning. Find out those 1)
that indicate the origin of words, 2) that are similar to “show” and “explain”, 3) that indi-
cate that a word has a certain meaning, 4) that indicate change of meaning, 5) that indicate

use of words in a certain way.

EXERCISES

I. Pronunciation and spelling:

1. Read the following words:

drama dramatic
democracy democratic
rebel (n.) rebellion
author authority
revolve revolution
origin original
progress (n.) progressive
upward(s) toward(s)




Write out words according to the given pronunciations:

/fikst/ /'winaz/ /beist/
/dis'muist/ /dis'troid/ /'si:za/
/3ild/ /'spektokal/ /sp1'sifikli/ |

Place stresses on the following words, adding secondary stresses where necessary:
concept {n.), overthrow (n.), benign, bloodbath, commence, corrupt, tranquil, turn-
about, unrest, colony, entity, gunpowder, whichever, subversion, indicate, illustrate, in-

ferior, specifically, indiscriminately

Transcribe the underlined parts:

1) absorb, resuli, base, rebellious, amusing, astonishing
2) linger, dangle, tranquil

3) repository, opposed, potent, monarchy, astronomy

4) origin, fortune, corrupt, inferior, authority, restoration
5) recast, revolve, reveal, redefine, restoration

6) indicate, complicated, Confederate, illustrate, image, indiscriminately

Give the four forms of the following verbs:

occur, tag, plan, hurtle, dump, recast, sweep, tie, spill

Add the missing letters pronounced /32:/ or /5/ :

s_viv_s, s__bv_ sion, popul _, ill _ strate,

renew _ I, c__cul , bott _m, glori _s, m _d__

. Add the missing letters -an or -en:
domin t, gi _t, pot _t, vibr _ t, movem _ t, tyr _t, att _d _ t, persist _ t,

resist __ce, signific __ce

II. Study the parts of speech and formation of the following words:

. cultural, personal, political, renewal

creativity, intensity, versatility

3. bloodbath, gunpowder, turnabout

III. Select two words from the list and arrange them in a relationship similar to that expressed

in the given pair:

thronexmonarchy

Christianity, revolution, gunpowder, turnabout, Bible, authority

corrupted:original

yield, tranquil, calm, lawful, unrest, rebellion




3. victor:winner

pendulum, spill, flux, twist, shift, yield

4. revolution:rebellion

capture, monarchy, tag, seizure, democracy, name

IV. Fill in the blanks with prepositions and adverbs:

1. The boy climbed until he got the top of the tree. Then he sat dangling
a branch his satchel dangling his ankles.
2. taking a direct route, they flew to Guangzhou Shanghai so as
to see the two newly built bridges the Huangpu River.
3. It all depends cne’s taste. If you want to follow fashion flux more close-

ly, then things made in this city may be best for you. But I would rather not buy a pair of

shoes that may have to be dumped the garbage can only a month’s time.

4. The common people in that country did not believe the government, for although
there sometimes seemed to be a turnabout policy, they knew past expe-
riences that whoever took would do very little their interest.

5. —Do you know that some bookstores are selling clothes?

—So what? Don’t food stores sell computers?

—Indeed! Businesses spill each other these days.

6. Parts of Jesus’ life told the Bible may have been based historical facts.
Anyway it took years for the stories about Jesus to shape something we are reading
today .

V. Replace the italicized parts with the proper forms of the following verbs, making the neces-

sary changes in the sentences:
acquire, capture, come, corrupt, devour, dismiss, illustrate, linger, reveal, spill, tag, yield

1. This tribe has no written records of its history and is usually regarded as one of the uncivi-

lized groups.

2. This book gives us the inside story of the subversion of the state power in that country a

few years ago.

3. Although he had apologized for that, I still couldn’t get rid of an impression of his rude-

ness .

4. As his fur trade had brought him great profits, he easily got into luxurious habits, which

soon finished his whole business.

5. —What a haughty man! He would stop his ears to all criticisms, saying that they are




