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Passage 1
Scan the following passage for details.

In submarines, the crewmen who let up for just
a split second flirt with death. As skipper of the con-
ventionally powered Stickleback, Lt. Commander Q.
R. Schulz kept his ship taught by the sort of inces-
sant idling that had the crew responding like automa-
tons to every conceivable emergency—all imaginary.

Nineteen miles out of Pearl Harbor, the Stickle-
back made a simulated attack on the speeding destroy-
er-escort Silverstein and sounded the dive signal to e-
vade the Silverstein’s counterattack, also simulated.

Just below the surface, the Stickleback unac-



countably lost power and began to rise. Her periscope
cut the surface in the path of the destroyer. The Sil-
verstein, by this time too close and going to fast to
prevent it, sliced to the submarine’s side.

In the control room, the sea poured through a
ruptured bulkhead. With the water upon his knees
and rising swiftly, Chief Electrician’ s Mate Larry
Hughes simply put his men through a drill Schulz had
made them do time and time before.

In 4 minutes, the 8 officers and 84 men of the
Stickleback moved quickly but calmly from the sink-
ing sub to the destroyer, which had kept her bow
pressed into the hole in the submarine to partially
plug the gap. True to tradition Schulz was the last
man off.

Five hours later the $ 10 million Stickleback
sank in 9000 feet of water. No one was lost; no one
was injured.

“A miracle,” said the commander of the Stickle-
back’s sub squadron.

{1 - . .
“No panic,” said a crewmember. “It was just

like the drills.”

Questions:

1. “Keeping a ship in taut” is keeping a ship’s crew

a. tense and alert b. secure
c. taught d. healthy and well-fed
2. The incident described in the passage took place

3



near .
a. Pearl Harbor b. Manila Bay
c. San Francisco Bay  d. Subic Bay

3. We can infer that the accident occurred during
a. maneuvers
b. time of war
c. the Gulf War
d. an attack on the Japanese

4. The sinking of the Stickleback resulted in the loss
of

a. her captain b. 20 lives
c. not one life d. a destroyer
Passage 2

Scan the passage and answer the questions .

Speech—the act of
uttering sounds to con-
vey meaning—is a kind
of human action. Like
any other constantly re-
peated action, speaking
has to be learned, but
once it is learned, it be-
comes a generally un-

conscious and apparent-

ly automatic process.
As far as we can determine, human beings do
not need to be forced to speak, most babies seem to



possess a sort of instinctive drive to produce speech-
like noises. How to speak and what to say are another
matter altogether. These actions are learned from the
particular society into which the baby is born; so
that, like a conduct that is learned from a society—
from the people around us—speech is a patterned ac-
tivity.

The meandering babble and chatter of a young
child are eventually channeled by imitation into a few
orderly grooves that represent the pattern accepted as
meaningful by the people around him. Similarly, a
child’ s indiscriminate practice becomes limited to
putting food into his mouth in a certain way.

The sounds that a child can make are more var-
ied and numerous than the sounds that any particular
language utilizes. However, a child born into a soci-
ety with a pattern of language is encouraged to make
a small selection of sounds and to make these few
sounds over and over until it is natural for him to

make these sounds and no others.

Questions:
1. Speech is an action that
a. 1is governed by instinct
b. has to be learned
¢. cannot become automatic
d. is seldom repeated
2. The most important factor in a child’s learning to

speak is probably .



a. instinct b. selection
c. variety d. imitation
3. The sounds that a child is able to makeis .
a. not as varied as those used in language
b. more varied and numerous than those in any
other language
c. far fewer than those needed for a language

d. completely different from the sounds of lan-

guage

Passage 3
Scan the passage and answer the questions .

Cars of 1978 will
travel the nation’s high-
ways in never-before-
dreamed-of safety, com-
fort, and convenience.
These cars will float a-
long never touching the

ground, and therefore

will have no need for
wheels.

Annoying highways vibrations, caused by the
rotations of the conventional disc-and-tire wheels,
will be things of the past. The coming highway cruis-
ers and large passenger cars will literally fly above the
road, supported on columns of air compressed by tur-
bine-driven, ducted fans.

The car without wheels has been called a “flying



car’, and, in a sense, that’s just it is; however, it
will not back out of the family garage, start down the
street, and then suddenly zoom upward heading for
some distant point. On the contrary, to avoid prob-
lems in aerial navigation and three-dimensional trai-
fic, the wheelless vehicle probably will travel no more
than three inches above road surface. 1 will travel
over fairly rough terrain, and even over smooth wa-
ter!

The inevitable problems of maritime regulations,
severe weather conditions, and running out of fuel in
secluded areas all will require new concepts of opera-

tion, servicing, and vehicle regulation.

Questions:
1. The author believes that cars of the future

will have wheels, but not like those of today

a.
b. won’t need wheels

c. will be replaced by aeroplanes
d.

will be spaceships

2. Instead of wheels, tomorrow’ s cars will use

a. magnetic force b. turbines
c. fans d. columns of air
3. According to the author, wheelless cars will bring
about .
a. a higher accident rate

b. changes in servicing cars



c¢. elimination of all traffic accidenis
d. the necessity of getting a pilot’s license

4. What is the main idea of the passage?

Passage 4

Skim the passage and answer the questions .

The welcome which a Kurdish tribe gives a guest
is not only hearty, but it is a bloody affair as well.
On the outskirts of the village a delegation of men
hold a steer ready for the slaughter, and as the guest
approaches, one of the tribesmen stabs the animal in
the throat. There is the last agonizing moment when
the steer lets loose a bloody, gurgling bellow before it
is dragged across the road, leaving a stream of blood
in its wake. The guest then steps across the blood.
The executioner saws vigorously on the neck of the
beast until the head is severed and then heaves it to
the side of the road. The khan, or other ranking
host, turns to the guest, takes him by the hand, and
says in a loud, ringing voice, “May that happen to
the heads of all your enemies. ”

The new arrival is now a member of the tribe.
He has special privileges, too. Each tribesman would
give his life to defend him. Every man, woman, and
child will cater to his needs and show him every cour-
tesy. People of the Western world also want to re-
ceive their guests cordially, but the Western version

of hospitality certainly seems far less extreme.



Questions:

1.

The best title for this article would be
a. A Kurdish Welcome

b. Tales of a Traveler

c. A Kurdish Warning

d. Putting out the Welcome Mat

2. According to this article, people of the Western
world are |
a. inhospitable to strangers
b. as bloodthirsty as the Kurds
c. less extreme in their hospitality than the Kurds
d. not so interested in guests as the Kurds

3. What is the topic senténce of this article? Is it
right in the article, or do we have to discover the
key words in the article? If so, where are the key
words?

4. Where and how in the article does the author de-
scribe the process of the slaughter?

Passage 5

Skim the passage and answer the questions .

That animal eats plants is well known; however,

few people other than botanist know much about the

remarkable plants that trap and consume live insects.

Some of these plants are microscopic in size; the two

smallest belong to a group of fungi molds.

One of the simple fungi resembles a twig with

tiny lollipops sticking out along its sides. In fact, bi-
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ologists call this variety
the “lethal lollipop.”
An unwary, tiny worm
that wiggles against one
of the small knobs be-
comes stuck fast, like a

fly caught on flypaper.

The more the worm
wiggles, the tighter it
sticks, as more and more of its body touch the sticky
knob. The “glue” is an adhesive fluid secreted by the
fungus. Soon after the fungus has trapped its victim,
the knob inserts spearlike filaments into the worm’s
body. These filaments absorb and digest the nema-
tode, leaving only an empty wrinkled skin.

A second killer fungus traps its victims in a sort
of rabbit snare. One mold plant may have hundreds of
loops attached to a long branch by short stalks. When
the worm sticks its head inside a loop, it is doomed.
Expanding cells tighten the loop, exerting a strangle
hold that the struggling nematode cannot break. Soon
the cells project spearlike prongs into the worm’ s
body, killing and consuming it. All that is left is the
worm’ s below skin.

Questions:
1. The main purpose of this article is to
a. describe how botanists investigate plants

b. give information on unusual plants



