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Introduction to Tibetan Folk Art Series

China is a unified country with many ethnic groups and various cultural
characteristics. Living on the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau, the Tibetan people
have created their own history and brilliant culture. The Tibetan culture has
a prominent place in the civilization of mankind. Tibetan folk arts are
colourful and have their own distinctive features. They have greatly
enriched the treasure house of the Chinese culture on the one hand, and
constitute an important part of the cultural riches of mankind on the other
hand. The Tibetan national mentality and cultural characteristics find full
expression in Tibetan folk arts. One can feel the beating of the pulse and
the powerful breathing of the Tibetan people in their folk arts.

Tibetan Plateau, known as Roof of the World, with its tough environment
of high altitude, cold weather and lack of oxygen, tempered the Tibetan
people and endowed them a strong physical constitution and great vitality
and ability to survive. The special religious atmosphere has aroused them
extraordinary spiritual strength and artistic creative power.

In Tibet, anybody, whether a lama or a herdsman, a robust man or an old
woman, can be an outstanding artist. All the wonderful works of art in this
Series have been created by coarse and callous hands and simple and
unsophisticated hearts. This kind of artistic creation, for entertaining both
gods and the artists themsclves, has become an integral part of the spiritual
world and a way of life of the Tibetan people. Tibetan folk arts are
mysterious and breath-taking, remote and appealing. The primitive
characteristics of this unique artistic expressions have made it an art
with very high anthropological value and an art with a strong appeal
to artists and researchers in the field of cultural history.

Authors of this Series are all well-accomplished experts on Tibetan studies.
Some of them have been living in Tibet for a long time, and others are
Tibetans themselves. These authors have left their footprints all over the
frontier villages and pastures on the highland, and have shed their sweat on
the sacred mountains and lakes. The results of their research work have
shown us what is truly beautiful underlying deep in the thought and mind of
the Tibetan people.
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