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Address of Welcome

WELCOME TO ENGLISH IDIOMS
THROUGH LISTENING AND SPEAKING

The following passage will lead you to English Idioms Through Listening &. Speaking.
Listen to it and see whether you can understand it or not, then study the idioms listed here.

to be a {real) cool cat 10 be a really calm person

to blow one’s stack
to fly off the handle

what’s more

to get away with sth

of course

to be getting on
pepper and salt

to make up for sth
lost time

to take it easy

to get up

to work out

to turn in

like a breeze

time off

to have got it made

this is it

to lose control over oneself, to become mad

to become excessively angry

furthermore, beside, additionally

to perpetrate an illegitimate or tricky act without repercus-
sion or harm

naturally

tc age, to get older

black or dark hair mixed with streaks of gray

to compensate for sth,

times wasted, time spent at fruitless labor

to relax, to rest, not to worry

to rise from bed in the morning or at other times

to exercise, to do gymnastics

to go to bed at night

without effort, elegantly, easily

period in one’s job or place of employment during which
one is not performing one’s services

to be successful, to have arrived

to be in a position or in a place, or to have possession of

an object, beyond which more of the same is unnecessary

Unit One

Part 1: Practice exercises

Ex. A: Listen. You will hear 10 statements. Do the multiple-choice questions after you’ve
heard each of them,



1. A. Ann wants us to meet her.
B. We met Ann at the bus station.
C. Ann wants to meet us at the bus station.
D. Ann met us at the bus station.

2. A. We did not send a telegram because we did not need to get in touch with them.
B. We could not send a telegram although we needed to get in touch with them.
C. We sent a telegram to get in touch with them.

D. Since they needed to get in touch with us, they sent us a telegram.

3.  A. We made the invitations. B. We could not go to the party,
C. We were not invited to the party, D. We did not believe them,

4. A. Both of my children came. B. Only my son came.
C. Only my daughter came, D. Neither of my children came.

5. A. James was injured in the big game last Saturday.
B. James was able to play in the big game last Saturday even though he was injured.
C. James was not ahle to play in the big game last Saturday because of his injury.
D. Jame’s injury prevented his playing football.
6. A. Doug made up the solution for us,
B. Doug came with us so he wouldn’t have any trouble.
C. We came to Doug with our problems.
D. We decided what Doug could do about his problem.
7. A. Not many people enjoy that kind of music.
B. It took a while for that kind of music to become popular.
C. The public’s first reaction to that music was positive.
D. You’d never catch me listening to that kind of music.
8. A. Lynn is publishing a paper on geology.
B. Lynn left after she turned in her research.
C. Lynn did very thorough research for her paper.
D. Lynn studied some excellent rock samples.
9. A. She will ask you what happened the last time.
" B. She will schedule one last meeting for you.
C. She will give you some forms to complete.
D. She will give you the information you missed.
10. A. I thought you wanted to take five courses.
B. To think T ate all five courses.
C. Tcouldn’t have managed five courses.

D. I didn’ think T could graduate in five terms.

Ex. B: Listen. You will hear 15 short conversations. Do the multiple-choice questions after
2
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you’ve heard each of them.

. He is too busy to go along.

He must hand in a full report on the museum,
He has to wash his hands first.

He has already seen the whole museum.

. That they step outside the room.

That they work on calculus another time.
That the proof should be written on one page.
That the proof will be easier to do in stages.

. His teeth hurt him very much,

He finds the work harder than he expected.

He decided to take the course next semester instead.

. He has no time for meals.

. She just wrote a book on cloud formation.

She’s pleased because her paper will be published,

. She started working for a publishing firm.

She has everything done except her last paper.

. Visit the circus. B. Accept unsatisfactory working conditions,
Save more money. D. Demand more than the bare necessities.
It’s a very long one. B. It should take place as planned.

It was canceled on Friday. . The arrangements are uncertain so far.

. She doesn’ feel that now is the right time.

She wonders if they really need to do it.

. She’s writing her seminar presentation now.
. She’s suggesting that they talk immediately.

. The man shouldn’t expect her to go along,

She doesn’t think she has enough money.

. Shell go even though the movie is bad.

. The man should count the number of the pecple going,

. He will contact Peter directly.

. He already knows about Peter’s grades.

. He and Peter are not interested in grades.

. He doesn’ believe Peter will attend school this semester,

. She would rather draw the room than clean it,

She would divide the room in hali.
She would line up for some help,

She would refuse to do the cleaning all the time.

. It’s interesting. B. Tt’s easier than he expected.

It’s too crowded. D. It’s quite difficult.



12,

13.

14.

. The train is always late.

She needs to check the train schedule.

They are going to be delayed again,

A
B.
C.
D. They need to decide on a schedule,

A. Stay home to prepare for his exams.
B.
C
D
A
B
C
D.

Attend the concert after his exams are finished.

. Ask the woman to study with him.

. Go to the concert with the woman.

. He would send a postcard if he went away.
. He wouldn’t be able to take a vacation.

. He had already moved to Florida.

He didn’ want to go to Florida.

Part 2. Listen to this

Listen to a talk and do the following exercises.

Roller Skating

Vocabulary :

roller skating
take to
hazard
dilemma
issue

violator
citation
disregard

ordinance

Ex. A; Ar}::wer the following questions by choosing the right choices.

1.

[ %]
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. the high cost of gasoline

overcongestion of university areas
roller skating in the streets.

police roadblocks

. state law only

city law only
natural law

city and state law



. Roller skating in the streets is only a local problem.
Skaters are creating problems for motorists,

Police will ticket violators.

o owe

The problem is most common in college and university areas.

Ex. B: Answer the following question in your own words.

Q: What do you think about roller skating as a means of transportation?

Part 3: A conversation

Meanings of the Idioms

In each of the following examples, there’s an idiom used either in Address of Welcome
(those listed in the book are excluded) or in Unit One. Read the example carefully to
find the meaning of the idiom. Then lock at the definitions that follow the examples.
Write the idiom next to its definition.

Address of welcome

1. chances are You've got a fever. Take two aspirin(s) and go to bed early.

Chancesare you’ll feel better tomorrow.
2. Needless to say He got a scholarship last semester. Needless to say, he is one of

the top students in his grade.

3. strike a chord What she said struck a chord of feeling in the heart of her part-
ner. He agreed to promote their cooperation,

4. at ease He didn’t feel completely at (his) ease in the strange surround-
ings,

5. first of all First of all I must return these books to the library. Then 11 go

te play tennis with you.

A, as the first or most important thing

B. of course

C. it is likely

D, remind sb of sth, esp. because of similarity

E. in a state of being comfortable and without worries
Part 1

Ex. A 1

1. pick sb/sth up I don’t know the way to the hotel. Come and pick me up at the air-

port, please.



2. get in touch wirth

3. make it

4. show up
in spite of

6. big (game)

7. come up with

8. catch on

9. leave no stone
unturned

10. hand in

11. fill sb in (on)

12. to think

Pm trying 1o get in touch with my brother; he emigrated to the U-
nited States 40 years ago, and I lost touch with him.

There was a lot of traffic. We barely made it to the station in time
for Bob to catch the train.

We had agreed to meet at the school gate, but Mr. Li didn’t show
up. '

They went out in spite of the rain,

It is a big game, All the top players of our team will join in.

The teacher asked Ted a very difficult question, but finally he
came up with a good answer.

It took months for the song to catch on; then it was sung and
played everywhere,

Don’t worry. The police will leave no stone unturned in their
search for the murderer,

He handed in a poor piece of work, so the teacher asked him to do
it again.

Susan has already filled me in on what happened vesterday. So you
don’t have to tell me now.

A: So it takes us an hour to come here by bus.

B: Yes. To think at first you wanted to come here on foot!

contact

be present somewhere, to appear

important

OOoP R

inform sb. give sb the latest information

turn in

oo

use every possible effort to find out, employ every pos-

.

sible enquiry

become popular

How surprising/absurd etc. it is to think. . .

think of (a plan/reply, an idea. .. )

arrange to go and get

arrive in time

COR S O

taking no notice of

Ex. B,

1.  have one’s hands
full
work out

take one step at

With two small children to take care of, she has her hands full
already. 1 don’t think she can help us.
So you've got the answer, but [ haven’t work it out yet.

If you want to work out the sum, you must take one .;;tep at a
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11

12.

13.

14,

5.

16.

17.
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a time

How’s it going?

hite off more

than one can chew

on cloud nine

not any longer

grin and bear it
as far as

get together
right now
count sb out
straight As
draw the line
turn out

boil down(to)

do sb/sth good

. time off

time.

A You’re learning Taiji. How’s it going?

B: Everything is going nicely at the moment.

I told him he would be biting off more than he could chew if he
tried to repair the car himself,

We were on cloud nine when our school team won the state
championship.

You can’t find him here, because he doesn’t live here any longer.
I hate having my wife’s parents to live with us, but T suppose I'l}
have to grin and bear it.

A; How are they coming?

B: As far as [ know, they are coming by car.

Guys. come to my apartraent on Saturday evening. Let’s get to-
gether for a drink?

We can’t go without him. Wait a minute! He’s coming right
now.

1f you're going skiing in this kind of weather, count me out. I'd
rather stay at home and watch TV.

You have to study very hard to get straight As in our school.
Of course I want to help you, but I draw the line at lying.

At first we all believed what he said, but his statement turned
out to be false.

Have you realized that the report boils down to a dem~nd for
higher safety standards?

1 want to stay here for a while. It does my heart good to see
those children play.

[ had a toothache that day; my boss gave me time off to go to
the dentist.

very happy

to the degree that

be good for sb

to be or mean

leave out

be found 10 be

have a meeting or party

immediately

be very busy
do (sth) step by step
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attempt more than one can deal with

find by reaseoning or calculating

suffer sth unpleasant withcut complaint

a period of release from work

not any more

Is everything happening satisfactorily?

sct a limit as to what one will do or not do

the highest grades in all courses

Parts 283

take to

. as well as

3. insist on

. on the grounds

(of /that)

L

. see about

6. all along

[del

FmOTEDO®E R

. to be blame (for)

. to say the least

be up to one’s ears

He took to repairing watches in his spare time.

He was my friend as well as my doctor. '

He insisted on going there by plane although his wife preferred
1o the train.

He left on the grounds that he was not feeling well.

If you’re too busy, Pll see about the plane tickets.

Our team has won the game. 1 knew 2l along that we would
win.

The teacher tried to find out who was to blame in the fight,
They’ll be pleased with their new house, to say the least. It’s
much bigger than this one.

They are up to their ears in business before the Spring Festival,

comment as little as possible about sth

for the reason, because

make a habit of

be very busy, have a lot 1o do

be at fault, be responsible for (sth bad)

attend to, arrange for

declare sth firmly, esp. in the face of opposition

and alsg, in addition to

all the time, during the whole time



Unit Two

Part 1: Practice exercises

Ex. A: Listen. You will hear 10 statements. Do the multiple-choice guestions after you've
heard each of them.
1. A. You can fill in the spaces under the questions.
B. 1 have three questions to ask you.
C. You may ask questions if you want.
D. Please tell me when you are free,
2. A We should each go on a different day.
B. We could have gone to a nicer beach.
This weather is just right for being at the beach.
. There is some guestion about when we should go.
. I hope 1 receive some letters,
I wish I still had the letters.
1 wish [ hadn’t read those letters,
. T hope I don’t get any more of those letters,
. Kate has already disposed of the chemicals,

Kate didn’t do the last assignment in chemistry.

CWEPPOERE DO

Kate was unhappy about the newest assignment.
. Kate was excited about the chemistry assignment.
. Let the driver get off at the intersection.

Has the bus driver reached the intersection yet?
Have you ever gotten off at this intersection?

. Tell the driver you will get out at the intersection.

>0 0 ®E» 0

. Please get your things out of my way.

@

You never listen to what [ say.

s

. You should do what someone else wants sometimes.

o

. Don’t be so possessive all the time.

~3
>

. Margret’s headache kept her out of class.

&

Margret is by far the best writer in her class,
Margret finds writing a restful activity.
Margret is taller than all the others at school.
. The school sent pictures to all of the teachers.
Mary thanked Bob for taking the picture.

v a]
COw Do

The envelope contained two letters and a picture.



D
9. A
B
C
D
10. A,
B.
C.
.
Ex. B
1. A
C
2. A
B.
C
D.
3. A
B.
C.
D.
4. A
C
5. A
C.
6 A
B
C
D
7. A
B.
C.
D
8 A
B.
C.
D
5. A

.

. Bob opened the envelope containing the letter and picture.
. George helped prepared the pass,

. George served him another slice,

. George took another serving of pie.

. George served everyone the pizza.

Does everyone have a copy of the assignment?
Can you turn the sheet around?
Ts there enough time for the assignment?

Do the sheets have enough information?

: Listen. You will bear 15 short conversations. Do the multiple-choice questions after

you’ve heard each of them.

. Try harder to locate work, B. Giving up looking for a job.
. Ask his stepfather for a job. D, Travel instead of working this summer.
. 8She took ancient histroy last semester.

She did extremely well on the test.

. She passed out during the exam.

She wrote very colorful essays.

. She’s been upstairs in the business office.

She’s been catching up on her projects.
She’s doing the least amount of work possible.

She’s setting up a date to present her result.

. Revise the report. B. Do all his work by himself.

. Leave the politics class. D. Submit the report as it is.

. Exchanging furnaces. B. How to turn the furnace,
How to play a trick. D. Repairing a switch,

. West Virginia has many unexplored areas.

. Andy would probably be a good persor to ask.

. The campers should try to get a tot of information.
. Andy will help if he’s there this summer.

. He wants part of each piece of cloth.

He can’ tear either piece of cloth.

The pieces of cloth seem identical to him.

. The pieces of cloth are made by a secret process.
. The situation looks better than it is.

The phone connection was bad.

The women ought to speak to each other in person.

. It’s better to be courageous.

His car is in quite good condition.



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15,

B.
C.
D.
A,

COTPUONEFPUOFEPUORPIO®» U0

He's willing to lend them the car.

He would prefer to go to the game on foot,
He will take them if he can.

She constructed a proper container.

She thought it was hard to do the grading.
She pretended she was happy.

She was extremely pleased,

Thetr appointment is not until tomorrow,
The professor is waiting for their call.
They should call the professor after the meeting.
They should wait until the next day.

. She’s too busy to help the man today.

The proposal is alteady late.
She’ll have time later on in the day.

. She'l] finish the proposal by noon.
. He’s feeling better.

He thought last week’s seminar was easy.

He needs to get more rest.

. He was surprised that the woman missed the seminar.

. They shouldn’t make too many requests.

They should ask for another extension.

They shouldn® worry about the project.

. They should wish the professor good luck.

. His doctor told him not to drink tea,

Hell bring some tea to the doctor.
He would really like some tea.

Tea tastes too much like medicine.

Part 2: Listen to this

Listen to a news story and do the following exercises.

People Rescued

Vocabulary.
rescue Gulf of Mexico
adrift Coast Guard
frantically
drift

11



