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Unit 1 |

Part One: Intensive Reading

LEAD-IN QUESTIONS
1. Have you ever thought of the significance of trust and mistrust among
people?
2. Did the lack of trust by somebody ever bother you?
3. What would happen if there were no trust in this world?

TEXT

Trus
,_y)t %2y Zj ﬂ %

As I went up the stal /g I looked to my right and there he was, sitting on the
walls as still as a statue. His gray fur stood out against the color of the wall. His
tiny front feet were held UBﬁ’m the air. I ] had to try and touch him. As I got
closer, with my hana out,” he came to §n1 my finger. When he got about
one-quarter of an inch away. I pulled my Han f)‘acc I was afraid he was going to
bite me. This made him jump up and run half-way down the wall. When I got my
courage back, I put my hand out again and he walked slowly back towards me. We
repeated this process three times. Suddenly there was a soft noise behind me. I
turned to see a boy walking up the stairs behind me. When I turned back to the
wall, the squirrel was gone.

Why did he stay so long? Every other squirrel I have run into has hidden as
soon as a human comes along. What made us sit there and try to touch each other?
Was he curious, or did he trust me not to hurt him? I stayed because I love wild
animals and always attempt to touch them. I was afraid of this tiny squirrel, though.
I didn’t want him to bite me. Does this mean I didn’t trust him?

Trust is a belief in and reliance on the integrity and ability of a person or
thing. It also involves hope. It is a feeling of relying on someone. It is not one of .
those silly games you played as a kid like catch me', where you test your trust in
your friend to catch you. Trust is a real thing. The feeling gets stronger and
stronger as the days go by. _

Trusting someone is. very healthy. It shows that you care and that you’re
alive. There is a sense of accon nplishment in trusting someone. You can’t survive
without it. But there is one catch: in order to be trusted, you have to be trustworthy.
You have to earn the trust you receive and return it. You must keep that trust alive.
Not every-one, I'm afraid, has the ability to trust.



- This lack of trust bothers me. Not many people are willing to put their trust
in anythmg or anyone. \There is evidence of distrust everywhere. On the highway,
al r_tries to thumb-a ride but you don’t stop because you don’t trust him
or her. As you leave your house on your way to the store, you lock your doors and
windows so no one can get in. When you reach the store, you lock your car so it
will be there when you get back. One day my grandmother had aflat tire on the
way home from her friend’s house. She was miles from home with no one to help
her. She walked to the nearest house to call my godfather, Charlie. The woman who
owned the house did not trust my grandmother enough to let her into the house to
call. This was her right, of course, but my grandmother needed help. The lady took
Charlie’s phone number and called for her while grandma stood on the front steps.
What was she afraid of? My grandmother is 78 years old! What did she think my
grandma was going to do? :

) Are people afraid to trust? I think so. I also think fear is a part of mistrust.
Fear may hurt trust, but it also might help it. If you are afraid to have one of your
possessions stolen, you are forced to trust someone to protect it. Fear and trust are
inseparable. '

What is at stake if you give in and trust someone? You may get hurt, but you
will never know until you try. If you do get hurt, just start over again, because life
goes on.

What causes distrust? There are a number of things that could cause it. As
I said, you might have been hurt at one time, and you do not want to get hurt again.
Or your parents could, without knowing it, have caused this feeling of mistrust by
telling you not to talk to strangers or open the door without knowing who it is. This
mistrust will grow inside you and when you are on your own you might become
paranoid. Or maybe you just don’t want to trust anyone. If that’s true then I feel
sorry for you. \

There should be more trust in the world. It would help everyone all over
the world, not just in our personal lives but in our political and social lives as well.
But trust can’t be one-sided. They also have to trust us. Who will make the first
move?? Socially speaking, 1 bet everyone would have more friends and get along
better if we didn’t have to.worry about who was saying what behind our backs.
Marriages would last longer with a little more trust in them.

As you can see, trust is important to our lives. It makes us stronger. I
believe that people would be nervous wrecks if they didn’t trust.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
1. statue /n. figure of a person, animal, etc., cut out of stone or made in metal,

etc. .
2. accomplishment /n.  syccessful completion




. trustworthy /a. deserving to be trusted; honest; dependable

. catch /n. hidden difficulty or disadvantage

. hitch-hiker /n. person traveling by obtaining free rides from passing cars.

. thumb /v. to ask motorists for a ride by holding out one’s hand with the thumb

raised .
. flat tire /  the tire of a wheel without enough air in it
. godfather /n. person who undertakes, when a child is baEtized, to see that
it is trained as a Christian.

9. possession /n. something owned or a piece of personal property

10. inseparable /a. that can not be divided up into the parts forming the whole.

11. at stake / to be won or lost; being risked, depending on the outcome of an event

12. paranoid /n. patient with mental illness in which he is obsessed by mistak-
en beliefs, esp.that he is being badly treated by others or that
he is somebody very important

13. name calling / insulation \ '

14. wreck /n. useless person; somethmg ruined or destroyed.

15. on one’s own / alone

NN W
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NOTES _
1. catch me: a simple game in which 2 or more people throw a ball to each other, esp. played by -
children.
2. Who will make the first move? = who will be the first one out of the two to start to trust?

COMPREHENSION OF THE TEXT
I. Choose the best answer to complete the following statements according to the
text. . ‘
1. His gray fur stood out against the color of the wall. This means
A. both the animal and the wall are gray in color.
B. the gray color of the animal’s fur is not as dark as that of the wall.
C. the color of the wall is quite different from that of the animal.
D. the animal in gray fur stood up.
2. The first 2 paragraphs imply that
A. the writer loves the squirrel but shows no trust in it.
B. the writer loves the squirrel and trust it as well.
C. the writer has no courage to touch the squirrel.
D. it is a funny story.
3.  "Every other squirrel I have run into has hidden" means
A. the other squirrels have hidden when I ran to them.
B. the squirrels disappeared as I approached them.
C. all the squirrels have disappeared except the'one I happen to meet.
D. 1 like to see all the squirrels.
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Trusting someone is very healthy

A. if only healthy persons have ability to trust.

B. if the hcalthy persons needs to be trusted.

C. but one needs to be strong enough. -~

D. but some good characters are necessary in order to trust people.

Fear may best be regarded as something to

A. hurt trust. B. help trust.

C. test your courage. -D. both A and B.

"This was her right" means

A. it was a right thing for the landlady not to let the writer’s grandmother
into the house.

B. the landlady was on the right side of the door.

€. it was just lawful for the landlady not to let anybody into the house.

D. she was right by all means. '

The writer implies that

A. his 78 year old grandmother should be allowed to come into the house
and call. ‘

B. his grandmother is too old to come into the house.

C. the woman who owned the house was too old to open the door.

D. the woman who owned the house is not willing to put her trust in his
grandmother.

“What are the possible causes of distrust?

A. You once had an experience of being hurt.

B. Your parents told you not to trust a stranger easily before you know him.
C. You just don’t want to trust.

D. All the above.

Who will make the first move? In the writer’s opinion

A. we should be the first onc to show trust to our enemies.
B. the enemies should be the first one to show trust to us.
€. it does not mater which side should take the first step.
D. not mentioned. 4

Trust can

A- make us stronger.

B. hurt us when we take the first move.

C. never last long.

D. keep one from becoming p”mranmd

I1. Topics for Discussion.

1.

Do you agree that trust is a rellance on the integrity and ability of a person
or thing?



2. Why are people sometimes afraid of trusting or being trusted?
3. What will you do if you try to trust someone but get hurt?
WORD STUDY
1. Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence.
1. They have begun to read Irish books with ___ passionate interest.
A. an amusing -B. a curious
C.-a funny - D. a strange N
2. The old Roman walls may still be seen, but not in their __~ . c
A. character B. completion A
C. integrity D. shape ‘
3. Robinson Crusoe obtained food and supplies from the 0
A. wreck B. ship : A
C. boat D. yacht
4. We danger from the expressions on his face.
A. showed B. felt
C. disregarded D. sniffed
5. Itis said that the house the storm several times.
A. survived B. endured
C. surpassed D. surmounted

I1. Choose the one word or phrase which would best keep the meaning of the

original sentence if it were substituted for the underlined word.
1.

Don’t bother about getting dinner for me today. I’ll eat at a restaurant in
town. '

A. trouble =~ -B. worry

C. anxious . D. impatient

He was sitting on the walls as still as a statue.

A. stature - B. image

€ figure D. status

We regret that we can’t repeat the article they want.
A. supply again B. reproduce

C. restock D. restore

I am surprised that he pulled my proposal to pieces.
~A. tore B. distorted

C. criticized D. destroyed

We trust to receive a cheque from you in settlement of this account.
A. hope B. believe

C. want D. think

T T g



I11. Use the verb in the bracket to form an appropnate phrasal verb and complete

the sentence with it.

The thief four employees at gun-point and forced them to open the
safe. (hold) ,

Our car couldn’t be -of the garage because there were several other
locked cars around it. (get) :

The scouts on their mission on a stormy night. (start)

They say the cost of remolding of the building will thousands of
dollars. (run)

We hope she will finally  the problem. (worry)

IV. Replace the underlined parts in the following sentences with words or

_Qll-hu)l\)o-—a‘

expressions from the text.

I hope you have left none of your belongings in the hotel.

The fish would not accept the bait.

The other day on my way home I came across an old friend.

You shouldn’t feel no confidence in your own power.

If these anxieties continue, the old lady’s health will be destroyed.

SENTENCE STRUCTURE
1. Rewrite the following sentences after the model.

W N =

Model: She was miles from home and there was no one to help her.
She was miles from home with-no one to help her.

The girl stood there. She did nothing.

The sick lady was left in the dark room. There was nobody to look after her.

A lot of people were standing. There was nowhere to sit in the crowded hall.

He fought for his country. There were thousands of people standing behind

him.

She was in a desperate state. There was no way to get help.

I1. Make sentences after the model, using the expression "There is no/some sense

N

(=3

in doing ..." together with the given words. You may supply some words of
your own to make the”meaning complete.

Model: an accomplishment, trust, someone
There is a sense of an accomplishment in trusting someone.
blame, the child, when he did not make the mistake
duty,~take care, his stepfather
see a dentist, when you have a headache
open the window, when the weather is cold
consider, travel, all over the world, when you have no money '




III. Complete the following sentences after the model. -
Model: We can’t survive without ...
We can’t survive without food.
There is no smoke without ...
You’ll never succeed without ...
Can you make an omelette without ...
You can’t speak English well without ...
There is no pain without ...

QAW e

IV. Join each pair of the following sentences after the model, using "as soon as ...".
Model: Every other squirrel I have run into has hidden.
A human comes along. '
Every other squirrel I have run into has hidden as soon as a
human comes along.
1. .They decided to follow Hogg to London.
They had rested from the recent long journey.
2. We heard the murmur of their voices.
We entered the hall.
3. I will let you know about it.
We come to any conclusion.
4.  He made up his mind to set out.
He got a reply.
5. He will do us an Irish play.
He has finished a book he has now in hand.

CLOZE
Choose the best answer to complete the following passqge

It must have been after iwo o’clock in the morning when the last guest took
their leave, and although we had enjoyed their accompanying,my wife and I were
quite thankful to shut the door --1-- them. We left all the dirty dishes and glasses
--2--, and, after opening a few windows to let some fresh air in and let the smell- of
stale --3-- out, we climbed into bed and fell asleep.

I --4-- asleep for more than half an hour when I awoke with a strong smell
of smoke in --5--. Still half asleep, I --6-- into the lounge, and there, though T
clouds of smoke, I saw that one of the curtains was on fire. I should have closed the
windows then without delay, but --8-- I tried to beat out the flames with a folded
newspaper. --9-- this failed I hastened into the kitchen to --10-- a bucket and fill
it with water. At the same time I shouted to Barbara, who --11-- dialled 999 to
summon the fire brigade --12-- coming to my aid. We had to work at top speed
carrying buckets of water from the kitchen to prevent the flames, --13-- by the

QY).




breeze from the windows, from spreading. We --14-- to extinguish the fire but we
managed to keep it --15-- in check until the arrival of the firemen. Fortunately, they
arrived promptly and they had little difficulty in putfing out the flames.

For most of the rest of the day we worked hard.

1. A. for B. on C. behind D. before
2. A. as they were B. there C. with us © D. lying about
3. A. smoking: B. tobacco  C. food ‘ D. wine
4. A. mustn’t have been B. must fall
- C. couldn’t have been D. needn’t tell you that I was
5. A. my nostrils  B. the lounge C. our kitchen D. outside
6. A. Jooked B. staggered C. opened D. searched
7. A. dense B. numerous C. large amounts D. tiny
8. A. once more  B. this time C. hard D. instead
9. A. Unfortunately B. For C. When D. Still
10. A. catch B. snatch C. grip D. grab
11. A. hurriedly B. reluctantly
C. intentionally D. purposely
12. A. without B. before C. while D. that is
13. A. put out B. fanned C. fired D. near
14. A. were unable B. knew how C. ought D. had
15. A. particularly  B. partially C. up D. back

Part Two: Extensive Reading

Darkness at Neon

Blind from birth, I have never had the opportunity to see myself and have
been completely dependent on the image I create in the eye of the observer. To date
it has not been narcissistic. . '

There amho assume that since I can’t see, 1 obv1ously also cannot
hear. Very often people will converse with me at the top of their lungs, enunciating

each words very carefully. Conversely, people will also often whisper, assuming
that since my eyes don’t work, my ears don’t either.

For example, when I go to the airport and ask the ticket agent for assistance
to the plane, he or she will invariably pick up the phone, call a ground hostess and
whisper: "Hi, Jane, we’ve got a 76 here." I have concluded that the word "blind"
is not used for one of two reasons: Either.they fear that if the dread word is spoken,
the ticket agent’s retina will immediately detach, or they are reluctant to inform me



