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January 1 has been the first day of
the year for Westerners for only four hun-
dred years or so, because in 1582, Pope
Gregory decided to start each year with
January instead of with March, as it had
been before that time.

The month January was named for the
old Roman religious god Janus. Janus was
the Roman god of gates and doors, and
hence of openings and beginnings. Janus
had two faces looking in opposite direc-
tions because he could see the past and
the future. And January looks pack on the
past year and also ahead to whatever is
coming in the New Year.

America’s January New Year’'s Day has
its own customs, some brought from Eu-
rope with early settlers, and others that
have been “made in America” .
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On New Year’s Day, many Americans
have an “Open House” , inviting friends to
drop by for a snack and drinks. This cus-
tom was brought by the Dutch when they
first came to New York.

However, most Americans begin their
New Year’s Day watching at least part of
the Rose Parade. In 1890, some people liv-
ing in sunny and warm Pasadena @ picked
flowers from their gardens and put them
on their horses and buggies, and on New
Year’s Day drove through their small town
of Pasadena. Now because of TV, this
flower-filled, two-or-three-hour parade has
become part of New Year’s Day, especially
welcomed in the cold and snowy parts of
north America.
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New Year’s Eve is celebration-time for
Americans, but not a family celepration.

New Yorkers usually g0 to a special
celebration in Times Square. People stand
there, watching the large lighted ball at
the top of a building slowly drop during the
last few seconds of the year. The Dbali
reaches the bottom just at midnight, when
the New Year begins. Immediately all over
American people shout “ Happy New
Year!” and then join others in singing the
famous Scottish friendship song,Auld Lang
Syne. Qutdoors, cars bow their horns,
church bells are rung, and until recent
years firecrackers exploced. No one is ex-
pected to be trying to sleep at midnight on
December 31°.

NEEAKR, HFEESRETRNNTE, BFF
FREEDRBIRIEHo

HOYABBERK ZSNRIRED. A
MoEBE, MERRYIM ENEXRNIK, £—F
BRE/ DM, BETB. XREBEFRIMEH
BRI E. £ELT, AMNIIZMIE “HE
rREKl 7, RE—REBEINHIR=REZR (R
BAE%) o KL, AEBHRV, HEERE
B, DEEXBRET. BF 1283188,
NEZNE,



New York @ is not the capital city of
the United States or even the capital city
of New York State, but many people call it

“the greatest city on earth” .

It consists of five parts, or boroughs.
They are Manhattan, Queens, Bronx, Rich-
mond and Brooklyn. Although Manhattan is
not all of New York, it is the heart of the
city. Among its famous streets are Wall
Street, a center of the financial district;
Fifth Ave, noted for its fashionable
stores, residential buildings, and many fine
museums; Park Ave, with exclusive resi-
dences and big office buildings; and Broad-
way, one of the longest city streets in the
worid.
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At day, walk along the famous Fifth Av-
enue, you'll come to the Empire State
Building. if you take one of the many lifts,
it will carry you smoothly and speedily to
the 102" floor, over 1 400 feet, and from
there you can look down on the other huge
skyscrapers, the United Nations Buildings,
the Statue of Liberty in the harbor,
Broadway — the longest street in the
world but not the straightest — the great
ships in the world’s biggest port.

At night, you can go up again and see
the miltions of {ighted windows and electric
signs everywhere you look. As the elevator
goes down it drops suddenly, like a stone.
Your stomach may seem to turn over and
your ears go “pop” as they often do when
you’re landing in an aeroplane
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A carnival is a celepbration combining
parades, pageantry, folkk drama, and
feasting that is usually held in Catholic
countries during the weeks before Lent@.
Carnival, probably from the Latin carnele-
varium meaning “to remove meat” , typi-
cally begins early in the new year, often on
the Epiphany @ , January 6, and ends in
Fepbruary with Mardi Gras® on Shrove Tues-
day. The carnival tradition still flourishes in
Belgium, (taly, France and Germany. n the
Western Hemisphere, the principal carni-
vals are those in Rio de Janeirc and the
Mardi Gras in New Orleans.
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In the eighteenth century Venice was a
carnival city. This city created the carni-
val to forget the loss of its former glory or
perhaps to hide behind masks and cos-
tumes. The carnival was so colorful, wild
and enticing that it attracted pleasure
seekers from all over the world. Rich Euro-
peans, aristocrats and acventurers took
part in the entertainment. In those days
carnival lasted for six months of every
year. With masks to conceal their identity
they lost themselves in their glorious past.

Everyone acted as they pleased behind
the mask. No one had an identity. Masks
were usually worn by women. Men wore
half — masks with a long nose reminiscent
of a bird’s beak as a phallic sympol. -
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Since the first Carnival was held in the
11" century, costumes and masks have
pbeen a prominent feature in Venice and
were freauently worn year — round. A de-
cree in the 1600s restricted their use to of-
ficial banguets and the Carnival period.
unfortunately, as the years passed, the
festival fell into decline. Happily, it was
revived in 1979.

Venice Carnival is now one of Europe’s
pbiggest and most popular festivals, and
exciting time when parties and balls are
plentiful and colorful masks and gorgeous
costumes dominate the 10— day period pre-
ceding Lent. Venetians and tourists of all
ages adorn themselves in works of art as
they participate in the merriment.
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Not far away, also on Fifth Avenue,
there’s a city inside a city, the Rockefeller
Center, where more than 30 000 people
spend their working days in offices. it's a
big group of huge skyscrapers which are
full of surprises. It’s a surprise to look
down from a great height on a large cathe-
dral. This is Saint Patrick’s built in the
Gothic style.

On the southern end of Manhattan,
you will find the two towers of the world
Trade Center, home of international trade
and business. The towers are even taller
than the Empire State Building.

Central Park is the place for trees,

grass, gardens and fresh air. Here many
sports and pleasures may be enjoyed.
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It was summer time. The weather was
SO changeable and suddenly it poured with
rain  when it was time to go home. |
stepped out of my office building on Park
Avenue @, Manhattan into a heavy down-
pour and began searching for & taxi. For
an hour | waited without success. Then |
spotted an empty cab pulling up to the
curb about 50 feet away. | started run-
ning, only to see a young woman, who had
peen standing under a nearby awning,
walking toeward the taxi.

We arrived at exactly the same time.
With one hand on the door handle | said in a
firm voice, “My cab.” She glanced at me,
pointed to the cab driver and said with a
smile, “My husband.”
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