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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION
CHINESE EDITION

It is a great pleasure for me to be able to prepare this preface to the Chinese language
edition of my Microeconomic Theory, 6th Edition. From the time that this book was first
published in 1971 I have tried to improve it with each edition by incorporating new materi-
al that provides students with an introduction to modern microeconomcs as it is currently
practiced. Now I will have a good test of how successful I have been by seeing whether
you Chinese students find the text useful and helpful. I hope you will. There is probably
no more interesting economy on earth these days than the Chinese economy. As someone
who believes that markets provide powerful forces for good if they are well - understood, I
hope that my book may contribute, however slightly, to the debate in China about how to
proceed. Of course ,I recognize that the book may not be perfect for your purposes since it
is written mainly from a western perspective. And I worry that some topics that may be
very important for future Chinese economic growth (such as technical change or the study
of incomplete markets) are not very well covered here nor in the economics literature gen-
erally. But I hope this book will provide a start that will encourage you to learn more and,
pethaps, contribute to what I have found to be an everchanging and always fascinating
field.

I would be happy to hear from any of you who find errors in the book or have any
suggestions on how my presentation might be improved. I can best be reached through e -

mail (wenicholson @ amherst. edu) - feel free to send me a note.

Walter Nichoalson
Ambherst, Massachusetts
July, 1998



RO(HALFEL EAFEST RINUNER —H, x5 4
AENERMRAFARE BT . FH . CLARAEFFER
ARMANER S, AR EFPPAEZENERRETEEUNAE
B A SBFFHE(IMEALAEEHERNE)SH T EHE -1
VERL, FAREA-NMREGHEN REABLFLETHA
FLEF¥REFANA¥Y BRETHFRANELFLHERR
B RA R

BEAMNEL

BABREMABEREER LD T

CEEMAXT AR EAN —LFVRTIBIT, UEHRSR
BN E-—WERERRERERNRREHR T W RRAATH .

OFHT —F HAZHNRSHEBUEA  EHRATEARTF
WERHNTGHRF At BALTHHE

ONMEBUNR B AT TBITERANY R, A X —HEEA
REHSHXMBT NME, '

CEETARAERXR-F , p# T - RATFRUHBKFLEHKA
MXTIBTHAETHAHB, .

BYMERETRER B, FARET - S EEHH NI
ATHRATENEN, XLELEES,

OUNHALES - FLERN DA AEREFEE, HH KA
REFAEE LT ERDARERAMAL KR EER R T
WM REW— W RHATT B

CEALER M7 RPN TR AR, ETUBH ¥4



IV #WLFEe

MEEEANNXB. XA EFENAEBLERARENERE ARY
BN BRIWEFEESRENBER,

CHFPAXRBTHASHFAR, BN, FET7 —BFHED
#i

© i Tod Porter 5 Teresa Riley Rt HF AT E N W H & &, F &
MTUEREREEREE RN mBER S W ELEH,

Q2 EH 3T T B David Stapleton % 5 ¥ 4 A $ .

CEJBEZTHFHANTHNEE,

HTHRARE R AN T EEN RN THGARM A F L XHE
FRAERAN, TN, REEE R RIFHRE,

EBITRASH, REE T THEE(L 2 )WAN Y, EHAK
FTHESIALARBEB LR M AHERHRH TRNHEE 4
MEFHTF O —BER FRRAFF - L FHWER G R
Tt REFXRHBRLUHY FEESERTHESINEL, £X
ALE BB FHEFNBANEETRESAFE, BT 4 H.
WENICHOLSON@ AMHERST.EDU 5§ B R , R L S W B, % T & 5 %
BHARN BLMAEMERBHNELL,

ERdEW e h MEBLHBERNEARTASHFARN T
BE ATHNRENFEED(SHL)RE LA BITFHREHM 11,
AT PN (E RS RETSRA, AR EE TR T CRH,

AAERE REL LR U BN TR - ERENB Y, T
ET2H AT HERURER R TR T TR NLHE, b Ty
TH,FPHBERPURTH N RRETRANKL S, Dryden H Jf
HETHARARERHEBHTTEAERB L LW T h(LEE N
B)o BE,RERBANEART AL BE KEMEE,

FLR¥-RHE/RE
F AL B 4 vl B A T
1994 £ 9 A



. T R R 3
WRIBPFXMBMERXF oooonn.

xr—w
§1
§2
§3
§4
§5

oW BMU1Lada Y x s

_/i\ﬁﬁﬁﬁégﬁj(,ﬂ: .....................
g&ig& ....................................

§1
§2
§3
§4
§S
§6

ZFMER ...

ﬂiﬁgﬂ ...................................................... e s v

LHFHBYRIE -

gﬁﬁﬂ #J—‘&ﬁﬁlf ......................................................

SHMERBRRE oeeeens

(1)
« ()
v (1)

BIEHRBEEBHFIE o veeverreemennnneeniieanns

54‘3’25&&3‘)5*4{:
BEY - e

REAREHHBKAL -

..............................

%i%#?%ﬁkkﬂﬂ*ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ

i%-ﬂ-ﬁ: B‘J%kﬂ.’.”@ .....................

..............................

..............................

..............................



2 HMETEL

§2 HABWPMHE T TEMBRE i (55)
§3 SHEART MR PHTERERB e (57)

B ERSHER

EEZW WMEFEIA e (65)
§1 B B EH oo e e e (65)
§3 TWHEHEM LT (69)
§4 —ATHBEBOES . NEEA e (77)
§5 BMABREBIEE M - coorrmrr e i e e e (79)
/J\g_{: ................................................................................. (84)
#Eﬁgqﬁg{ﬁﬁ} .................................................................. (87)
W AR RIS ZEIE oo e e (93)
$1 _d/l\m!téggﬁﬁ ............................................................ (94)
§2 FHMBTSBIER BIEAET et e (95)
§3 n RRTIRBUAEIL v rerrrrere et et e aen (99)
$4 [‘é]&%(ﬁg@ﬁ ............................................................ (105)
$§S STEEMBE KALTIEL cccorcrrrrrrmeiii e rerae e (107)
Y~ TR T (110)
PR BFARBEFBAIE ooooeerreeremreermiirrriinriiineenieees aeras (114)
AR KA SRR LRI IIL oo, (119)
§2 UL AL oo e e e e e s (121)
§3 —FIBTRMABAIEIAR oo orerriiiiet e e et e e een e eans (124)
§4 WREHERMME i i e s (129)
§5 FPREHERIREHAE - ooerrrrerer e et e e s (132)
§6 Xjﬁ%@fb&@%ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ .......................................... (135)
§7 iiﬂéﬂﬁﬁ%%%ﬁi&ﬂj ................................................ (138)
§8 MWB BT AR oo e e e (141)
I e (145)
VB R EETHEEZER et e, (148)
WM T SIGGIM RIS e, (153)
§1 BRMBHEAEIE i e e (153)

§2 BB EEIE oo i e e (155)



§3 BEMREEGHMIEAE e e (158)

L < e - O (159)
§5 BEMEEATBEIESHEHEMA e (162).
I T (167)
PR HITHIRF oo, LR LRI RLERE R (170)
W WIBMBEESBREE . (175)
§1 fﬁ‘%%;ﬁﬁﬁ/@% ............................................................ (175)
§2 M e e (180)
§3 %ﬁz#ﬂﬂg#&% ......................................................... (183)
§4 FTRBARBIIET oo (187)°
§5 BMERUATIEAETE  crrvvverr et e e e e e (191)
N~ PO (195)
e I = N PP (199)

AN BB i e, (205)
$1 MEBEATE B RIS corvererreiriineiiraeiiercnieennins e (205)
§2 BEFEBEETZE -ccocvrrroreimmiiaeit et trin e en e (207)
$§3 WMEBERHZLEHERZEFTBAIAIEL -oovvrveeerrrrirarrereirennnns (213)
$§4 TFITHIRS GAIBIFBIAL A woroeerrr it iereaenrinennn (215)
$§5 HEMBTEMBAIZEE oot ereeeere e (217)
/J\gg ................................................................................. (220)
FAE FMEHRHTOHRS FWRASAEESE ...
....................................................................................... (227)
§1 ﬁ$'—ﬁ%§ﬁ ............................................................ (227)
$§2 AFHMESHBIMAMIE cooverrrerrremerernrrrriiererirnennns (229)
§3 71;1,51;*&*&%@%@ ................................................ (230)
§ 4 PUBE R I ittt e e e e (232)
§5 Xﬂ'ﬂl@ﬂﬁ%ﬂgiﬂﬂﬁ ...................................................... (235)
§6 Kﬁ%ﬁ%m?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂ% ........................... (239)
INEE e e e e e e e et e te ee e e e (245)
e i@ﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁm@%m .......................................... (248)

§1 {%E\%ﬁﬁﬁ ............................................................... (257)
§2 fg@\&gm{g (258)



4 ML FEL

§3 %@\5{%@ ...............................................................
§4 ﬁ%m@ ..................................................................
§5 B 1] = T S PR
IV et et e e e eee e

PIB B TG  voreerorieee et e e

WU S

AW A PRI oo
§1 —FEEEABIAEAL  cooverremrremr e i e e
§2 %FEE&*%R% ................................................
§3 B U= I PP
§4 B RBME o e e

§6 &;ﬁﬂfﬁ; ..................................................................

§1 BN GE L v v e e e e e e er e
§2 IAEB/PILIIE AR croooerrretenni e e
§3 JRAEREL oo et e et
$4 FAMABEII AL  cooerrrr et et e e
§5 SBIERBIBIIR D] cororvererrrerieriieeseer e eree v e eeres e

§1 T HBMEFEITE et e e e e v
§2 BB AL o e e e e s
§3 HBRUTRE e e e e e
§4 ENMRBEEN B ERSS

$6 HIMIAETFEZETUA oot e e e

AW STITEORMEAEL e
§1 UBEB KA oo e e



§2 T RIABBBIEL coeererr e
§3 JTRHEUZLLL corerenrrreren e
§4 H5TAKEY O
§5 SEEENZY

§6 AEBFULLL coovreorrere e

Bhiw TEEF

AR BPEOTRARTAIDEBIGIMRE ..o
§1 {#éﬁfi H{]H’,ffﬁ] .........................................................
§4 ﬁi@ﬂﬂ% %%Z}EEE%E}Q@A‘U E}‘ﬁﬁ*ﬁ ..............................
§5 ﬁt% lﬁ%;ﬁ&jﬁ%ﬁgﬂ ................................................
§7 ﬁ%ﬁg,ﬁ EEZKX'IB(J%& PP
§8 ﬁ%&%%%%%& ...................................................
§9 KHHMAMHM e
§10 EHIXI AL B AAIAT e rrrermrereie e cee i eee e
$11 BRIEFERAR o e e e
N e e e e e e e

AT BRI oo e
§1 BIFMBEERAET cooooerrer i eee et
§2 MBEHIGEBE e
§3 BUBHEIIET  ooorrrrreiiee e e e e
§4 BHBBBHL o e

W — R IPIGW o

§1 —REBIBEAERD e
$§2 FEABHMMABIER oottt e et
$§3 —HEIIHBAIBIHE  coocorrminim e e e e e
§4 T MYBEBHBBEILEHEA  oorrrirrneeeeeeeeerineerieenn
§5 HERFRAATMT  crooreerrrrert i e e e e
§6 —MEBIBEA
§7 —REBIBEUBEHITETE  -oovvvvmreroreeeaeorernneeriienrenneeennnnns



6 RMLTTEL

§8 Aﬁﬁi{g@ﬁ@nggﬁfﬁ ................................................
/J\gaf .................................................................................

ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁjﬁ@&ﬁ%kgﬁﬁ{t ................................................

ET A BRI F M

§1 WBMBERRB TR e
§2 MAEFAEME
§3 i#ﬁg&ﬁ ...............................................................
§4 YE%QZF‘EKJE’&& .................................... Cretreaereraasaaas
§5 %%ﬂ-m%g%%{ﬁ; ...................................................
§6 ﬁgﬁ%@&%;‘&@z ...................................................
§7 (kﬁ:@‘rﬁ ..................................................................

T SR BABEHEMEIFME orrrmrrerreirenieeeiononenns

WM Y ATISE SIS B IGI e

§ 1 ﬁjﬁ%iﬁj@m’% ......................................................
§2 ﬂgj‘gﬁm*ﬁsﬁj% ......................................................
§3 {%‘E\%rpﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ ...................................................

BAGE AREEFHE

W ZBTATIHMMED .,

§ 1 BE AR o e e e e e
§2 FIMBAALS™H ke
§3 ZEM HUTPHEIIE o c-orrrerrerrrtini i tttr s e e nen aaas
§4 BUTEFERIFREE oot e e

§5 MMABEEIL - et e et e e e e e '
§6 BEHMARIFR] - crererrr e e e e e e :

§7 ZBWIEE o e,

PR . &R

Bt~ ARLSREFAIZWIEBIIERIL .o
§2 FEERAEB e e et eean,
§ 3 r“%_&ﬁ%lé‘ ...............................................................



S§1 EEHS oo e e e {(609)
§2 I HIITBHED oo i e (610)
§3 PUIT-EIERBE oo e i i e ce e (611)
§4 AT HERIER covcoveerir i i e e (614)
§5 FEFHIBIT BRI oo (617)
§6 EMITHEEREL i e e e (619)
§7 HABHEHBEEB v s (623)
§8 n/I\)%'cPAg(ij-%ié ................................................... (627)
N ettt e e e e (629)
FE%%%{Q—%EH‘ ......................................................... (632)
SLam BERNGEH
EEM TS EREBEEOMR s (641)
§1 FIEHBAIULEIRAETR e et (641)
§2 &A%*Bﬁtb&ﬁ&ﬁﬁ ............................................. (644)
§3 BT o i e e (647)
§4 BABRUMBAENIABALIYFLRT  -overrrrerrmmmrernernariineeennnnnn. (649)
§5 mﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁwgﬁﬂg&% ................................. (652)
§6 %?&Aﬁf%%%’ﬁﬂ%%& ....................................... (654)
§7 HAMABBEIZBET oo e e (657)
I B e e e s (658)
PR HFMERBMEE v (663)
DO B B BE A e (669)
§1 B EIBIEIE  oocrccteioemii i i e e it i e et e vaeaee e (669)
§2 HEMIBMIBBERIT oo e (672)
§3 MABITFHHBEILE ccorrrereii e, (676)
§4 TIIHBISTEHBEABHLE oo et e e (677)
§5 ﬁlﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁf&ﬂjﬁ% ............................................. (678)
§6 M ETEGIEM TIEER] oovvreiereerecieeetese e eee e, (679)
§ T L oot e e e e (681)
I e e e e e e e e (684)



8§ RUKFEL

A e L M R it i e e e ettt e s (689)
§1 WMAEAGEHE e (689)
§2 @ﬁ$g§%)‘( ......................................... e ee s ereraaes e, (691)
§3 T HEMBEABEIR e (696)
§4 FTBEARHE oo i e e e e (699)
IV et e e e e e e e e e e (704)
BER AR FHERBIEDZE e (709)
§2 FEZEBFIH]  voocretr it ettt i e e (711)
B# B S A B IR EERE  ovvrrerereerrenenecennenns (713)
§1 BRI e e e e s (713)
§2 WIEEBWIHAMER e e (715)

BAH HHHRE

BT W SN EBBAEE TS e (723)
S 1 AMEBEEBUSE B ceovrererern ittt cir e et e e e st ee e are s (723)
§2 5}%&5m§§5{$ ...................................................... (725)
§3 ALEBAMBMEMBAIEGE I IE v ovverrarrenrmminrnneraereieeanens (727)
§4 ?‘zﬁ\mﬁgﬂ%;—ég ................................................... (730)
§5 AILEHBIEEIE o e e (732)
§ 6 /L\\ﬁlﬁ;%ﬁ’;ﬁﬁ@ ...................................................... (734)
§7 Z\;@&E@%iﬁﬁ;%m ................................................... (738)
§8 BMARAHBMER EEBERE - crrrvrererinnnerriinreeiieeneannn (740)
I e e e (741)
1ttt w A IFHRIE . e (749)
§1 *i%*gﬁjﬁi& ............................................................ (749)
§3 MBATREEETHE SRR LR T TRPPPPPRPRPPPOS e (754)
§4 Eg&%_ﬁ%ﬁﬁg L (756)
§5 Ri}‘(%ﬂﬁﬁ‘;} ............................................................... (760)
§6 T RH e e (762)
INBE e e L (763)
“IF @%”éﬁféﬁ%fﬁjﬁ ............................................................... (769)

ﬁ-ﬁ? % % 3 ﬂ Q(J %‘:% (781)



—

R S S (799)
M- FEFEU LR EIIER (809)
By SR L R U R e (815)



7.

B-RERENS, CNRRREFBLOPREN. S—S5RT M0
ERFPERN—MITE, FAEL T B E R RO BBEF N0
SREFMURIES; SHT AE LB ERERE AR (ORI ED
RIVEEERRSRINFXDNARETIET b RN ERSEE =
B0 AFNESHREFRDN B EROTTERE T —RLH
FEX0—LES0E,

%:%ﬁﬁ?&#gwoEﬁﬁ?%%ﬁ&&ﬁ%@@%ammn@mn
T AVFSEFRDBRETACT A B BRI, S5 ERRS
RORET , BRELBORAN, APNEB B EDE RN - X
—ENM B ERAEUENET AR B A, DESHEXEF TN
Yo IE%WiH—EEMTE%:M%#B@&%ﬁWu@&%%ﬁ)\miﬁi&
ATFRTTNRELR,



