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Preface

Chinse ccramics bave had a long history. As early as the Neolithic Age of 8000 B.C., the
pottery appeared 10 be used as houschold ware which greatly improvied daily life.

The ancient Chinese knew well how to apply clay. Taking animals and surrounding nature
as motifs, they modeled many clay forms. Decoratve patterns including coloring. engraving.
or pasting of animals und figures were made on the surface of the pottery.

In the Shang period of abour 2000 B.C.. it appeared that figures and animals were
detached from the pottery, assuming independent form. The "Pottery Figurine” was
representative of this example, especially the highly artistic of hand colored design.

(). made of clay, bamboo, stone, wood, and cloth. Wwas a human shaped ligurine,
funeral ware to be burled with the dead in ancient China. Ammual shapes, and those
of a religious nature, were not considered as "Yung”. Accarding to the classic vocabulary
dictionary So Wen Chich Teu (BNREF) 1 "Yung” is defined as a figurine for burial
PUIPOSES.

We nmay divide the mlmy of Yung into X phases namely the Spring and Autumn period
as hmh. late Warring State pmod and Qin as the growth period, before reaching the
Golden peried in Han. After the Six dynasties, \ung revived and prospered, ataining a
high Jevel of quantity and quality in the Sui and Tang periad. However. from the Song
period and Yuan period, the production of Yung graduaily decreased. andt tts quality
became mediocre. Around this period, Stone. wood and paper figurines were still popular.

In ancient China, & five human and horse, together with & horse wagon, were buried with
the dead master. This inhuman custom was cventually banished and from the Spring and
Autumn period, potiery figunines were used to replace the humun sacrifice. This shuft of
practice brought about o chunge in the funeral ceremonics and social institutions in China.
The tuneral objects made in different periods which were excavated from the old tombs
provide us with valuable historical material for archaelogical, sociological research.

The National Museum of History has been actively engaged in academic research for
varous programs. and Dr. KL Sung. associate curator of this Museum has organized a
“Special kxhibition of Fine Pottery Tignrines™ from the Museum's collocuon for public
display. This show is the fist special study show of its kind here which aimed at
enhinemg the imerest of the wider visitng audience.

Ay thanks go to Mr. Chi-shi Kao. Mr. Yi-shun Hu, Mr. Shin-hsiung Chen. AMis. Kee-in
Sung. and TS Perjun Yang have weitien those vesearch atticles goes 1o press, it bas been
my privilege to conuibute these prefatory vemarks

Dr. Kuang
Dirccwor
National Muscum of History
Oct. 1998

Jan Huang
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