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1. Learning English

Part A VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

lately

hitting tke books

brusa up on

What keéps you so busy?
tied up with

this coming summer

a bit nervous

just raying t-at to be nice

I'm telling the truth.

get confused
Test of English as a Po-
reign language (TOEFL)

word order
expression
idioms

It is compiicated.

sentence structure
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awkward

Chinese-speaking people

I'm so embarrassed.
People lose me in the mid-
dle of a conversation.

vice versa

You shouldn’t fret about
it.

Don’t get so upset.

Let’s call it quits.

Take_;ta. walk.

(Let’s) take a break,

get tired easily

at a distance

near-sighted

to wear glasses

make passes at

contact lenses

catch ... eyes

far-sighted

... wouldn’t work for me

take your word for it

make an appointment

Ah-choo! (She sneezes)

(God) Bless you!

It’s chilly out,
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chat

Just as you say.

Shoot the breeze.

Let me fix some coffee for
you.

You take it black, right?

not going to any trouble
You’re not putting me out,

Make yourself at home.

T'll be right with you,
This really hits the spot,
It’s funny.” -

‘Playing mah-jongg

chess

to kill time

tutor

a bunch of:

fixed in your mind
learned them by Leart
drill

apply

Boring!

Practice makes perfect.
That’s what’s bothering
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me.
getting discouraged
actually
record player
tape recorder
records
tapes
native voices
loan
borrow
&s long as
listening comprehension
speaking ability
native tongue
to express their ideas
te muscles of speech or-
gans
instrument
cultural background
intimately tied to
bound up with
nationality
religion
feeling of self
develoved in different areas
however

That’s neat!
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sounds. like

master’s degree (M.A,,
M.S.))

dissertation

dactorate cegree

How marveious!

Ilave to be on my way.

Hit the sack.

an lour or so

It would do you good,
Sounds good to me!

a nap
Take care (of yourself).
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Par: B DIALOGUE

Burt:  Hi, Ruth. Where have you been hiding lately? -

Rut : I've been hitting the books.

Burt:  Why have you been studying so hard?

Ruth: I need to brush up on my Englis.:,

Burt: So that’s what keeps you so busy recently!

Ruta:  Yes, I've been tied up with my studies. You know

I'm planning to go to the United States this com-

ing summer if I'm lucky enough to be admitted

to Miami University, and I'm a bit nervous about

my English,
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Burt:

Ruth:
Burt:

Rutn:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Riith:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

I’'m sure you will be accepted. As a matter of
fact, your English is very good.
You’re just saying that to be nice.

No. I'm telling the truth. As an American, I un-
derstand you quite well.

Thank you, but I'm afraid my pronunciation isn’t

accurate enough and that I might get confused.

T wouldn’t worry about it. Besides, you’ve passed

the Test of English as a Foreign Language.

Yes, I have passed the TOEFL, but I still find
the word order very difficult. Sometimes I kndw
every word in an expression, but I don’t know
what the expression implies. It’s the English
idioms that are really hard for me. '
You’re right. It is complicated. Sometimes the
sentence structure is awkward for Chinese-speaking

people,

‘I'm so embarrassed when people lose me in the

middle of a conversation, or vice versa.

Relax, Ruth. You shouldn’t fret about it. Don’t
get so upset. Let’s call it quits and take a walk
to the swimming pool.

That’s a great idea. Let’s take a break. The swim-
ming pool? What should we go there for?

Just to get some fresh air. You need a rest, and
so do your eyes. You’ve been reading a lot lately,

That’s true, My eyes get tired easily. In fact,
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Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:
‘Ruth:

Burt:
Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

sometimes after I read too much, I can’t see things

at a distance.
Have you checked with the doctor? You might be

. near-sighted.

But I would hate to have to wear glasses. You
know what they say: ‘““Boys don’t make passes
at girls who wear glasses.”’

You could wear contact lenses instead. A lot of
people do that these days. Then you will still
catch the boys’ eyes. I’'m slightly farsighted, so I
need glasses to read. Contact lenses wouldn’t work
for me, unfortunately.

I'll take your word for it. Burt. I'll make an
appointment with a doctor tomorrow. Ah-choo!
(She sneezes)

Bless you.

Thank you. It’s chilly out. Why don’t we just
stay home and have a little chat?

Just as you say. We’ll shoot the breeze for a while.
Let me fix some coffee for you. You take it black,

right?

Right. I hope you’re not going to any trouble,
though.

Not at all. You’re not putting me out at all.
Make yourself at home. I'il be right with you.

(Time passes)

You make a great cup of coffee. This really hits
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Ruth

Burt:

Ruth

-Burt:

Ruth

Burt:
Ruth
Burt:

Ruth
Bust:

.
.

.
.

8

the spot, but tell me more about yourseif.

Wetl, it’s funny, I used to study English for
amusement because I didn’t have a special Lobby,
like playing mah-jongg or chess, to kill time. Now
I have a particular purpose for it.

I see. So now you intend to study hard. So what’s
tte problem?

The tutor assigned me a bunch of homework. She
wants me to memorize all the phrases and expres-
sions.

Memorization is an important part of learning
any new language. She simply wants you to prac-
tice them over and over again until they are fixed
in your mind and you’ve learned them by heart.
Yes, she said it is necessary to drill as much as
possible, and the more I apply it in real situations,
the more natural it will become. But drills are
boring!

Yousr tutor is rigkt ... though. Practice makes
perfect.

Yes, that’s what’s bothering me. I need so much
practice I’'m getting discouraged. )
Actually, the fastest way to bzcome fluent would
be to iave a record player or a tape recorder,
Why all that?

That will help you reac your goal. The records

or tapes have native voices, and you can study



Ruth;

Burt:
Rutl:
Burt:

Rut-:

Burt:

.Ruth:

Burt:

them by listening again and again and imitating
the sounds as many times as you wish,

But I don’t have a tape recorder.

I have a 1ape recorder that I can loan you if
you’d like.

Thranks a lot. I think I will borrow it from you,
Burt.

You’re welcome to use it for as long as you need it.
Trat way I’ll be able to train my lisiening com-
pretension as well as my speaking ability. I can
surely use practice in both.

Okay. I think it will be good for you. Since
English is not your native tongue, you must de-
velop the muscles of your speech organs to pro-
duce unfamiliar sounds. When you read, read
aloud.

I would also like to learn more about the culture
behind the language. My tutor said people use
language as an instrument to express their ideas,
thoughts, feelings, etc., and all these are deter-
mired by culture. When you understand the cul-
tural background, you can better use the language.
Yes, language is intimately tied to man’s feelings
and activities. It is bound up with nationality,
religion, and the feeling of self. As groups of men
developed in different areas of the world, each

group created its own spokca language. However,
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Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

“Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

Burt:

Ruth:

the written language came about long after the
spoken language was created.

My tutor knows quite a bit about language and
culture. I guess you could call her an expert.
That’s neat. She surely sounds like an expert.
She holds her master’s degree in education, and
now she is doing research for her dissertation for
her doctorate degree.

How marvelous! You’re certainly Iucky to have
such an intelligent and ambitious tutor.

I'm glad you think so, too.

I’ve enjoyed talking to you, Ruth, but I have to
be on my way.

You have to leave now?

Yes. Why don’t you hit the sack for an hour or
so? It would do you good.

Sounds good to me, but I don’t really have time
for a nap this afternoon. I can’t even lie down
for a while.

That’s too bad. Well, take care. See you later.
Bye, Burt.

Part C CULTURAL BACKGROUND

1. Oxford, Ohio, MMM M4 (Oxford) B—Aik
FI MEBHAFHRE, H—H Miami M7k, QK
FT=NONLE, 2ERAE—~FT =T A, BPUBE 2
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B PR BRI R ES 4, K R
B E A R IREE, PTEMEAIAR Miami Univer-
sity 3 football cradle, {H, Miami jk Florida ¥g¥E
2 Miami, BB H—B AN Western College, i T
—NAZE, N —RELR, PEAFTANEA: ZRER
BRI R MRS H BN, RaEkEHAN
+ & EAEA B EWR R — R DB, AR A
o3, B E KR F B, BB, 1R T %#
XRITHRE.

. Idioms, 1fFE;ETPZHIL, WRE—HANT &
Mk FR—AER, W“nose is running” B “WREAH” 2
B, HIECBT AN, Xn“You said it.” FERIEX T 72
&, 3k “URPE XA, “idioms” IR 43 I B B X o9 R K
BT A A, T 5 “slang” ARl o B 4y “slang” 2 5L A X i
A SR B FR A, TR R A A AR TR X, oAl
Rk HHES, B AT A AR I ORI T

. Sentence structure is awkward for Chinese-speaking
people., B3CHIF &t xt AT P CHI A RILA R B R
PR B E A WE &, In“two-third”fl“=42 =7,
“20% off” BT N\HI” 2% LI FXAT HHNH
BER IR, AR S THE,

., Hit the sack, “sack”>—ZEHZE BT, A ELEN,E
ANRTERNEETE, RXELRY ERESAKRE
[T, BEBSAN—BRDCREARER), B g —KkH
B, N, B h R b, REESLRS 3k, X+

AR T R (bed) ,“Hit? & go to BYE I, Frl go to bedfp
A Hit the sack,
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2. An Assistantship

Part A VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

Snap out of it.

I’m still in shock,

something else
admission

financial aid

Fantastic!

fellowship

assistantship

scholarship
stipend

cover

tuition

room and board
to sponge off
my folks
That’s great!
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grant
cost of
round-trip (tickst)

vacation expenses

miscellaneous costs
academic year

U. (University)
off to

sunny South

just happens to be

assumed

Wtat’s your field?

to major

what with

working part time

M.A. dezgree
Arts decree)

Ph.D. (Doctor of Phiioso-
phiy)

hold on

(Master of

You’re talking too far
ahead.
master’s (master’s degrae)

wiigt’s mere
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