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1 The Wolf and the Lion

A wolf, roaming by the mountain’s side, saw his
own shadow, as the sun was setting, become greatly
extended and magnified, and he said to himself, “Why
should I, being of such an immense size, and extending
nearly an acre in length, be afraid of the lion? Ought
I not to be acknowledged as King of all the collected
beasts?”” While he was indulging in these proud
thoughts, a lion fell upon him, and killed him. He
exclaimed with a too-late repentance, ‘“Wretched me!
this over-estimation of myself is the cause of my
destruction.”

Aesop

2 The Fox and the Lion

A fox who had never seen a lion, when by chance
he met him for the first time, was so terrified that he
almost died of fright. When he met him the second time,
he was still afraid, but managed to disguise his fear.
When he saw him the third time, he was so much
emboldened that he went up to him and asked him how
he did.

Familiarity breeds contempt.

Aesop
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3 The Mules and the Robbers

Two mules weli laden with packs were trudging
along. One carried panniers filled with money, the
other, sacks weighted with grain. The mule carrying the |
treasure walked with head erect, as if conscious of the
value of his burden, and tossed up and down the clear-
toned bells fastened to his neck. His companion follow-
ed with quiet and easy steps. .

Suddenly robbers rushed from their hiding-places
upon them, and in the scuffle with their owners,
wounded with a sword the mule carrying the treasure,
which they greedily seized upon, while they took no
notice of the grain.

The mule which had been robbed and wounded,
bewailed his misfortunes. The other replied, “I am
indeed glad that I was thought so little of, for I have
lost nothing, nor am i hurt with any wound.”

' . Aesop

4 The Dogs and the Fox

Some dogs found the skin of a lion and began to
tear it to pieces with their teeth. A fox, seeing them,
said, “If this lion were alive, you would soon find out
that his claws were stronger than your teeth.”

It is easy to kick a man that is down.

Aesop |
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5 The Sick Lion

A lion, no longer able, from the weakness of old age,
to hunt for his prey, laid himself up in his den, and,
breathing with great difficulty, and speaking with a low
voice, gave out that he was very ill indeed. The report
soon spread among the beasts, and there was great
lamentation for the sick lion. One after the other came
to see him; but, catching him thus alone, and in his own
den, the lion made an easy préy of them, and grew fat
upon his diet. .

The fox, suspecting the truth of the matter, came
at length to make his visit of inquiry, and standing at
some distance, asked his Majesty how he did? “Ah, my
dearest friend,” said the lion, “Is it you? Why do you
stand so far from me? Come, sweet friend, and pour
a word of consolation in the poor lion’s ear, who has
but a short time to live.” .

“Bless you!” said the fox, “but excuse me if I
cannot stay; for, to tell the truth, I feel quite uneasy
at the mark of the foot-steps that I see here, all pointing
towards your den, and none returning outwards.”

Affairs are easier of entrance than of exit; and it is
but’common prudence to see our way out before we
venture in,

Aesop
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6 The Cock and the Jewel

As a cock was scratching up the straw in a farm-
yard, in search of food for the hens, he hit upon a jewel
that by some chance had found its way there, “Ho!”
said he, “you are a very fine thing, no doubt, to those
who prize you; but give me a barley-corn before all the
pearls in the world.”

Aesop

7 The Astronomer

An astronomer used to walk out every night to gaze
upon the stars. It happened one night that, as he was -
wandering in the outskirts of the city, with his whole
thoughts rapt up in the skies, he fell into a well. On his
holloaing and calling out, one who heard his cries ran
up to him, and when he had listened to his story, said,
“My good man, while you are trying to pry intc the
mysteries of heaven, you overlook the common objects
that are under your feet.”

Aescp
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8 The Countryman and the Snake

A countryman returning home one winter’s day,
found a snake by the hedge-side, half dead with cold.
Taking compassion on the creature, he laid it in his
bosom and brought it home to his fire-side to revive
it. No sooner had the warmth restored it, than it began
tc attack the children of the cottage. Upon this the
countrymas, whose compassion had saved its life,took
up a club and laid the snake dead at his feet.

Aesop

9 The Oxen and the‘Axle-Trccs

As some oxen were dragging a waggon along a heavy
road, the axle-trees set up a tremendous creaking,
“Brute!” cried the driver to the waggon, “why do you

oan, when they who are drawing all the weight are

Those who cry loudest are not always the most hurt.

Aesop
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