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Preface

This album presents a short but rich record of the struggles
of Chinese immigrants and their descendants in Canada.

One hundred and thirty years ago, in order to secure the
national unity and territorial integrity of this vast and bountiful
country which had only recently been formed, with little heed
to the distance involved, Chinese workers were recruited from
a nation half a world away to help build the Canadian Pacific
Railroad, which stretches from the shores of the Atlantic in the
east to the waters of the Pacific Ocean in the west. In total,
about 17,000 Chinese workers braved the ocean crossing, and
thousands of them gave their lives. Ironically, we were first
apprised of their tragic, desolate story by a foreigner. We were
deeply moved by the courage of those workers who dared
face the dangerous ocean crossing to dig for their golden dreams
with little more than their bare hands, and we were inspired by
their very real contributions to the prosperity and territorial
integrity of Canada. At the same time, we are also proud of the
descendants of the railway workers who left the narrow, muddy
paths of their fathers and grandfathers to become directly
involved in mainstream Canadian society as members of
parliament, renowned architects, engineers, physicians,
professors, and lawyers. This is what led us to produce a
television documentary recording this segment of history, and
this photo-illustrated album paying tribute to those Chinese
railway workers.

Through the combination of pictorial image and the spoken
word, the frequent appearances through all eight episodes of
the documentary of the many people interviewed during its
production give the film a strong feeling of unity and coherence.
Concerned about establishing the same sense of unity for its
readers, the editors of the photo-illustrated pictorial album
cut the original eight episodes down to six, "Braving the Ocean,”
"A Hard Time," "A Right to Live,"” "The Quiet Contribution,”
"The Spirit of the Chinese Workers, " and "The Thrust of
Civilization." Every section has descendants of railway
workers recounting events from the lives of their
ancestors in a feature titled "Our Family's Story," as
well as independent material. In this way, the lively
comments of the people in interview are preserved,
although they do not appear in the general text.

The history of the struggle of the overseas Chinese and their
descendants in Canada is a long and complex story of many
volumes, but without anyone consciously so willing it, it had
lost its cover, been put aside, and suffered neglect. When we set
ourselves to the hard job of recovering these lost things, an
even more ardent dream emerged: that this long and complex
story will be carried from generation to generation, and be

recorded in ever fresher and more beautiful words.
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Foreword 1

Between 1881 and 1885, more than 15,000 Chinese
people arrived in Canada to help build the Canadian
Pacific Railway. During those four years, workers laid
down a ribbon of steel from coast-to-coast, across the
rock and muskeg of the Canadian Shield and through
the seemingly impassable mountains of British Columbia.
When the "last spike” was driven in Craigellachie, a dream
was realized. The transcontinental railway united our
country and solidified Confederation.

The construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway is
one of the most astounding and proud engineering feats
in Canadian history. Today, the railway remains a powerful
symbol of the pioneering spirit that helped shape our
country. The efforts and work of the thousands of Chinese
people who laboured on the project are being recognized,
and rightly so. We owe them our thanks.

As Governor General, | am pleased to congratulate
the makers of Canadian Steel, Chinese Sinew. It is
important that the hardships Chinese workers faced be
recorded and their courage and determination celebrated.
iy | hope the series will be a great success and that many

OFTANA
LV 3 Canadians will have an opportunity to view it and to begin
[y
duennrem e to understand this part of our history.
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Between 1881 and 1885, morc than 15,000 Chinesc people srived in
Canada 10 help boiid the Cansdian Pacific Reilway. During those four years,
workers jaid down s ribbon of steol fiom consi-io-coset, across the rock and
muskeg of the Canadien Shickd snd through the seemingly impassable
mountains of British Columbia. When the “last spike”™ was driven in
Craigetiachic, 2 dream was reslized. The transcontinental railway united our ;o (e

The consiruction of the Canadien Pacific Railway is ooe of the most
asiounding and prosd engincering (eats i Csnadian isiory, Today, the Governor General
raitway remsing 8 powerful symbod of the pioneering spirit that helpod shape
our country. The cflorts and work of the thousonds of Chinese people who
{abomred on the project are beiag recogrized, sad rightly 50, We owe them our
thanks.

As Governor General, | am pleased 10 congrstulate the makers of
Canadian Sieel, Chinese Simew, 1 is imporiant that the hardships Chincse
workers faced be recorded and their coursge and detesmination celebrated. |
bhope the series will be a grest success and thet many Canadisos will have an
opportunity to view it and 1o begia (o undersiand this part of our history,
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Over the centuries, Canada has been built by a rich diversity of immigrants from a
variety of backgrounds — geographic, cultural and linguistic. Immigrants to Canade
have made significant contributions in the building and shaping of Canada. Over a
hurdred years ago, the Canadian railroad workers constructed the rail line that not
only established the transportation artery linking our Atlantic and Pacific coasts, it
also connected the provinces as a political and economic unit.  Clearly the
contribution of the railroad workers and their legacy has a special place in Canadian
history.

Canadian Steel, Chinese Grit isa d ry fitm which r ines the history
of the period and the social perspectives of the community and political Jeaders. It
brings out the human interest through interviews with several direct descendants of
the Chinese immigrants, who are all proud of the historical contributions of these
dedicated pioneers who made tremendous personal sacrifices for Canada.

A's Minister of Canadian Heritage, [ congratulate the partnership of the Chinese
producer with Canadian sponsorship. Your vision, technical skilis and financial
support make this dox y film an excell ple of Sino-Canadian projects.
The film, which will be presented in Chinese, English and French, can serve as a
putlic education tool for Canadians of all sges. I am proud to support this unique
praject which truly celebrates our Canadian heritage.

Sheila Copps

Foreword 2

Over the centuries, Canada has been buiit by a rich
diversity of immigrants from a variety of backgrounds ——
geographic, cultural and linguistic. Immigrants to Canada
have made significant contributions in the building and
shaping of Canada. Over a hundred years ago, the
Canadian railroad workers constructed the rail line that not
only established the transportation artery linking our Atlantic
and Pacific coasts, it also connected the provinces as a
political and economic unit. Clearly, the contribution of the
railroad workers and their legacy has a special place in
Canadian history.

Canadian Steel, Chinese Gritis a documentary film
which re-examines the history of the period and the social
perspectives of the community and political leaders. It
brings out the human interest through interviews with
several direct descendants of the Chinese immigrants,
who are all proud of the historical contributions of these
dedicated pioneers who made tremendous personal
sacrifices for Canada.

As Minister of Canadian Heritage, | congratulate the
partnership of the Chinese producer with Canadian
sponsorship. Your vision, technical skills and financial
support make this documentary film an excellent example
of Sino-Canadian projects. The film, which will be
presented in Chinese, English and French, can serve as
a public education tool for Canadians of all ages. | am
proud to support this unique project which truly celebrates

our Canadian heritage.

Sheila Copps

Minister of Canadian Heritage
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Canada, with the world's
second largest national territory, and
a population of only 29 million, is a
rich and beautiful country. In this
country which practises
multiculturalism, immigrants from all
over the world now live in harmony,
building a beautiful home together.

About a million people of
Chinese descent live in this land,
mainly in Toronto and Montreal in the
east, Winnipeg and Calgary in the
centre. and Vancouver in the west.
Over the past hundred years and
more, the lives of these Chinese
Canadians have been filled with
many stories of setback and bitter

hardship.

Canada is a young country.
Toward the end of the fifteenth
century, at about the same time
Columbus reached the American
continent, John Cabot first set foot
on what is now Canada’'s island
province of Newfoundland. It was not
until two hundred years later that
European immigrants made their
way from the opposite shore of the
Atlantic Ocean and sailed up the
Saint Lawrence River, to penetrate
deeply into the American continent
to the region of the Great Lakes on
the border between the United States

and Canada.
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2. The west awaited
development —— Vancouver

was incorporated in 1886. A
view of Nanaimo on
Vancouver island in 1867.
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3. On May 10. 1869, the
Northern Pacific Railroad in
the United States was com-
pleted. This event had a direct
influence on whether or not
British Columbia would join
the new nation of Canada,
confederated only in 1867.
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These five gigantic freshwater
lakes. located in the eastern part of
the continent, are Lake Huron, Lake
Ontario. Lake Michigan, Lake Erie,
and Lake Superior, which gives us the
acronym "HOMES." And, indeed, this
region was the initial home for early
European immigrants. Think of all the
well-known cities in this area—Montreal,
Ottawa, Toronto, New York,
Philadelphia, Washington--and all the
churches. buildings and houses, and
you can't help but realize the
importance of this eastern region.

Situated on the west coast of
Canada, the province of British
Columbia, or B.C., was a far distant
land in the minds of those who lived
in the populaticn centres of the east,
separated from them by the Rockies,
the most formidable chain of
mountains on the North American
continent. This province, with its
dangerous peaks and long stretches
of water, its undeveloped
wastelands, and its islands and bays,
was a heaven for the indigenous
indian peoples who fished, hunted
and traded furs with Europeans. This
little heaven was like a round of fine
cheese hanging just outside the outer
wall, one that could be swept away
by the winds and waves of the Pacific
Ocean at any time. But, if it were lost,
where would it go?

B.C. is sandwiched between
two American states, Alaska to the
north. Washington to the south.
Because of the huge obstacle
created by the Rocky Mountains, if a

resident of B.C. in those days wished

to travel to central or eastern
Canada, it made far greater sense
to start the trip from the prosperous
city of Seattle. Ever since the
Americans had completed the
building of their Northern Pacific
Railway in 1869, B.C. had on
numerous occasions expressed the
wish o join the United States. If B.C.
were to become an American state,
then Canada would have no access
to the beautiful Pacific Ocean. She
would be a country east of the
Rockies, looking on the map rather
like a piece of Canadian cake placed
upon a huge U.S. chair. For
Canadians, it truly would have been
a galling loss of a large part of their
territory. And politicians with foresight
were getting increasingly concerned

about this.
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Arctic Ocean
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4. The Great Lakes are
situated on the border
between Canada and the
United States.
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5. Canada's British
Columbia is wedged between
the American states of

Washing ton and Alaska.
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The key to bringing
those separate colonies
together into one country
was the building of the
east-west railway, the
Canadian Pacific Railway.
If they hadn't built that
railway, the natural
tendency would have
been north-south; in fact,
many people believe that
British Columbia would
have become part of the
United States.*

——— Glen Clark, Premier
of British Columbia

o HANTAL RN BREXEIRERY
R,

* All sidobars in this book are taken
from taped interviews.
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6. Sir John A.
MacDonald, Canada's first
prime minister, was praised as
" the father of the Dominion
of Canada " and “the father of
the Canadian Railway."”
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7. In 1870 British
Columbia sent a delegation to
Ottawa. the national capital,
to negotiate terms for the
region's entry into Canada.

THE EAST WELCOMES THE WEST

PRESENTATION OF B. C. REFRESENTATIVES TO SIK JOUN A
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Canada. named after an Indian
village. was a dominion of the British
Empire until 1867, when it gained its
own independent legislature. At that
time there were only four provinces
in the Canadian confederation: Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec and
Ontario. Manitoba joined confed-
eration in 1870. The first Canadian
Prime Minister, Sir John A. MacD-
onald. tried very hard to persuade
British Columbia to join. A British
Columbia delegation sent to Ottawa
in 1870. said that unless Canada
started to build a transcontinental
railroad through the Rocky
Mountains as the United States had
done, B.C. would join the United

States. Moreover, if the conditions

of this agreement were not met within
ten years, the agreement would be
annulled. The Prime Minister
accepted. It was under this condition
that B.C. joined Canada in 1871
becoming her 6th province. After the
railway was completed, Alberta and
Saskatchewan joined confederation,
thus extending Canada across the

entire North American continent.
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8. In 1866 the father of
Canadian federation called a
meeting to discuss estab-
lishment of the confederation.
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9. The American engineer
Onderdonk. won the cont-racts
to build the western section of
the CPR. and hired a large
force of Chinese labourers for
the job.
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10. Onderdonk’s contracts.
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