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2.

3.

The camera is anything but inexpensive.
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We cannot thank you too much for your timely help.
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The TV sets and VCD players in the shop-window are for sale.
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(on sale B “BEHr &)

. Tom is not in the right.
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. It's Monday today.I’ll meet Susan next Friday.
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(Friday next week A 2“TFAH"5)

Her left leg hurt yesterday.
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(Her left leg was hurt yesterday. 7" 2 “fti ) ZE BRRER 245 T .”)

. The passengers wondered if there was still room on the crowded bus. -
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The man spends about 20 percent of his income on dress.
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‘I lived here when I was a child, and I had more than enough of gardening then. It was
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my father’s hobby, you see. Unfortunately he wasn’t fit enough to do it himself. My brother
and I did all of it between us year after year. There was one right way and many, many wrong
ways. Each plant was an enemy to me.I’ve spent a good part of life at work here.’

‘I see. You took a dislike to it,and now you’re getting even!’

‘1 disliked it.That’s putting it mildly.Then,of course,I didn’t understand the effect it
had.’

The professor the garden when he was a child.

A. was glad to help his father work in

B. took a mild dislike to

C. hated

D. killed the enemies in

HEEXNTHEEE, RBEFHEREFITHER, XEN—REXTEFH
Stif, Hp— (L RAE PR EPER, 7 —NEREVWHHF. HFENIEPHE You
took a dislike to it($§ garden)”, B 215 “1 dislike it.” TR XE mildly — 7], T & iF
ZANUUNESRE BIRIE#, ARREHE R MIIR M That’s putting it mildly. —=] H) &,
RABRE HRUBEM—R", BHAR . “REHEM—R R AER B4
Ui B8 W% R L dislike RS ESRAY hate T " FTLAE R IZRE C T,

AR, GA T - T RARSEREFNERS T, BF FEKH T,

In their bedroom Frank smoked. They kept the windows open, to let the smoke drift
away and leave no smell in the room.Bob kept that secret for Frank.

It was necessary for them to keep the window open when Frank smoked because

A. the smoke would have made them uncomfortable

B. they didn’t want to get rid of the smell in the bed room

C. their parents had forbidden them to smoke

D. that would make it more interesting to smoke
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Before long, many diners stayed open around the clock. In other words, people were

able to eat in a diner at any time. Diners changed in other ways, too. The original menu of

sandwiches and coffee became bigger. It included soup, favorite dishes, and a breakfast
2



menu. In addition, diners soon hecame permanent buildings. They were no longer carts on

wheels.
According to this paragraph, diners changed in
A. two ways B. three ways
C. four ways D. five ways

(£ B 1999 4F LR B &)
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Australia and the United States are about the same in size, and their western lands are
both not rich in soil. It was the eastern coast of Australia and America that the English first
settled, and both colonies soon began to develop towards the west. However, this westward
movement took place more because the English were searching for better land because the
population was increasing. Settlements of the western part of both countries developed
quickly after gold was discovered in America in 1849 and in Australia two years later.
Although the development of these two countries has a lot in common, there are some
striking differences as well. The United States gained its independence from England by
revolution while Australia won -its independence without having to go to war. Australia,
unlike the United States, was firstly tumed into a colony by English prisoners and its
economic development was in wheat growing and sheep raising. By 1992, for example,
Australia had fifteen times more sheep than it had people, or almost half as many sheep as
there are people today in the United States. Yet, in spite of these and other main
differences, Australia and the United States have more in common with each other than
either one has with most of the rest of the world.
1. In the early 1990s,
A. Australia had one fifteenth as many people as sheep
B. there were more sheep in Australia than in the United States
C. the population in Australia was greater than that of the United States
D. the United States had twice as many sheep as people
2. Australia,unlike the United States,
A. won its independence by peaceful means
B. did not discover gold until the late 1840s
C. was the last and biggest continent to be discovered
D. was not rich in gold in its western part
3. The last sentence in the last paragraph “. .. Australia and the United States have
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more in common with each other than either one has with most of the rest of the

world” means “ 7

A. The United States and Australia do not have any main differences

B. The United States and Australia have much more in common than they have
with other countries

C. The United States and Australia have nothing in common with the rest of the
world

D. In common with the rest of the world, the United States and Australia have a lot

of differences
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A person’s age no longer tells you anything about his/her social position, marriage or
health . There’s no longer a particular year in which one goes to school or goes to work or gets
married or starts a family. The social clock that kept us on time and told us when to go to
school, get a job, or stop working isn’t as strong as it used to be. It doesn’t surprise us to
hear of a 29-year-old university president or a 35-year-old grandmother, or a 70-year-old
man who has become a father for the first time. Public ideas are changing.

Many people say, ‘I am much younger than my mother — or my father — was at my
age.” No one says‘Act your age’ any more. We’ve stopped looking with surprise at older
people who act in youthful ways.

1. “Act your age’ means people should

A. be active when they are old
B. do the right thing at the right age
C. show respect for their parents young or old
D. take more physical exercise suitable to their age
2. H a 25-year-old man becomes general manager of a big firm, the writer of the text
would most probably consider it
A. normal B. wonderful



C. unbelievable D. unreasonable
(%8 1997 F2EHEEE)
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Sometimes an animal has a plant partner. The relationship develops until the two part-
ners cannot manage without each other. This is so in the corals (3 Hf ) of the sea. In their
skins they have tiny plants which act as“dustman”, taking some of the waste products from
the coral and giving in return oxygen which the animal needs to breathe. If the plants are
killed, or are even prevented from light so that they cannot live normally, the corals will
die.

What does this paragraph mainly discuss?

A. Some animals and plants depend on each other for existence.

B. Some animals and plants develop their relationship easily.

C. Some plants depend on each other for food.

D. Some animals live better together.
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Passage 1

In recent years there is a 4.5 percent increase in the number of college students study-
ing foreign languages in the United States. That is encouraging news; however, many Amer-
icans still regard foreign-language study as an academic pursuit rather than as a means of
communicating with non-English-speaking people.

In these days of fast travel and communication, it is impossible for people in one part
of the world to be completely isolated from the rest of humanity. Events in one country may
directly affect the citizens of another country thousands of miles away. It is important for
people in different countries to be able to communicate with each other.

It is not unusual for Europeans to be bilingual and even trilingual, but most Americans
speak only English. Of course, it is true that Americans are geographically isolated from
much of the rest of the world, but that makes it even more important that they try to learn as
much about other cultures as possible. One of the best ways to learn about other cultures is
to study foreign languages.

Unfortunately, Americans have earned a bad reputation on this point. When they travel
abroad they expect people from other countries to be able to understand English and are sur-
prised and even annoyed when they don’t. Yet they have little patience with foreigners they
meet who don’t speak English well. Is this reasonable?

Notes:
1. academic / ko demk/ adj. %AM
2. pursuit /pasjut/ n. H
3. bilingual /barligwal/ adi. FERFEIEFTH
4. trilingual  /tralngwol/  adj. FERZEIEEH

Multiple choices:
1. According to the passage, the study of foreign languages in the United States is quite

A. surprising
B. satisfactory
C. encouraging
D. disappointing
2. The problem is that in the United States.
A. not enough people are learning foreign languages.



B. people are not bilingual or trilingual
C. people are not learning foreign languages to communicate with foreigners

D.

people from other countries are all learning English

3. Europeans learn foreign languages effectively because they .

A.
B.
C.
D.

find languages useful
want to contact Americans
are isolated geographically

are interested in other cultures

4. Which of the following statements is not true?

A.
B.
C.
D.

It’s hard to learn about other cultures whithout learning their languages.
Culture is not necessarily related to the language.

Communication is the purpose of learning foreign languages.

Europeans have done better than Americans in foreign language leaming.

5. The writer of the passage feels that

A.

B.
C.
D.

Americans should use English only

Americans cannot depend on English only

Americans are hopeless as they don’t want to learn foreign languages
Europeans are hopeless though they learn languages well



Passage 2

Last April, 15-year-old Rei Iwasaki stopped her piano and flute lessons and began to
study every day of the week . Her parents paid to send her to a “cram school”. She wanted
very much to pass her exams.

In February she did pass an all-day, five-subject examination and entered the high
school she hoped to enter.

Thirteen-year-old Akio Yoshiwara wasn’t so lucky. Unable to take the pressure of the
exams, he hanged himself in February. He left a suicide note which said, “I did my best in
this dear life, but it’s no good. 7

Suicides are now a common part of life among students in Japan. The cause is the in-
credible pressure of the “examination hell”. .

Even a number of teachers are committing suicide each year. When some students
broke windows in a school near Tokyo, the principal blamed himself and wrote the following
note: “The incidents were due to the lack of appropriate measures by the principal and I
apologize. I am very tired.” He then killed himself.

The Japanese educational system is much different from the American system. It is per-
haps the most regimented school system in any of the industrialized nations.

Boys and girls wear uniforms and go to school six days a week — 240 days a year com-
pared to 180 in the U.S. Ninety-five percent graduate from high school compared to seventy-
five percent in the U.S.

Students don’t ask questions in class but only listen respectfully to the teachers. And
every few years students are tested to see which school they will enter next. There is stiff
competition for the “best” schools.

The result is a well-informed, disciplined student, ideal for factory and company work
and excellent at learning specialized skills. But there is little fun in education, little creativ-

ity and the incredible pressure of “examination hell” .

Notes:
1. suicide 'sjoisard/ n. B A
2. incredible  /inkredsbl/ adi. AEEMIEH

3. regimented /red3imontid/ adj. TR

Multiple choices:

1. From the passage we can learn that in Japan
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more teachers than students committed suicide
even a principal committed suicide

students rather than grownups committed suicide

o0 W >

suicide was the natural result of examinations

. Pressure of the exams

A. could only push certain students to be successful

B. never fails to make students successful

C. could hardly help students to learn anything

D. seems the only measure to teach students

. Which of the following statements is not ture?

A. the cram school did help many students pass the exams.

B. The 13-year-old boy hanged himself as his apology was not accepted.
C. Wearing school uniforms is nothing wrong.

D. Some students killed themselves as they were totally disappointed.

. According to the writer of the passage, the Japanese educational system is
A. much better than that of U.S.A.

B. just wonderful

C. good compared with that of industrialized nations

D. by no means perfect

. The topic for this passage should be

A. Cases of Suicide

B. Japanese Students Suffer from Pressure

C. Education Systems in Japan and U.5.A.

D. The Japanese Educational System
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Passage 3

Today, these so-called bank credit cards have become very popular. They can be used
in stores, hotels, and restaurants all over the world. And, they can be used to pay for all
kinds of unusual goods and services, including car repairs, hospital care and accident or life
insurance .

Credit cards offer two major services. First, they are easier and safer to carry than
large amounts of money. Second, they permit people to borrow — to buy things they want
even when they do not have enough money to pay the full price. Credit cards make it possi-
ble to spread out payments over weeks or months.

To receive credit cards, people must prove that they earn enough to pay for what they
buy. And they usually must prove that they have paid back any money they borrowed in the
past. Then, after they receive the card, credit companies limit how much they can buy with
it. Visa and Mastercard, for example, do not permit most of their users to owe more than
$1,500. Yet even with these restrictions, credit cards often make it too easy for people to
spend the money they cannot pay back.

With credit cards, people pay for goods or services at the end of each month, instead
of when they buy them. And when the time does come to pay, most credit cards offer people
a choice. They can pay all of what they owe for the month. Or they can pay just part —
usually between five and ten percent — of what they owe.

Studies of credit card use have found that each month, about half of all card users pay
the full amount they owe. The others pay only part of the amount.

It is this group that provides credit card companies with most of their earnings. That is
because the people pay a service charge — ‘interest’ — for the right to postpone full pay-
ment. Most pay an interest rate of about 19 percent a year of what they owe. In the last few
years, there has been increasing criticism of these high interest rates on credit cards.

The use of credit cards continues to increase. Some people say that in the near future
credit cards will replace money completely, but others believe that event is unlikely. How-
ever, they think Americans will be using credit cards more and more. A major reason for
this is the increasing fear of crime. Credit cards — unlike real money — can be replaced if

they are lost or stolen.

Muiltiple choices:
1. With a credit card one can buy things

A. one can never afford
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