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Chapter 1
Introduction

I. The importance of phonetic study

1) Phonetics (GE&2%) is the science of speech sounds.
It deals with the sound system of a language. A language
consists of three important elements,namely, speech sounds,
vocabulary and grammar. Speech sound is the material
form on which word and grammar rely for existence.
Divorced from speech sound, word and grammar are non-
existent. So the first step in studying any spoken language
is to determine the phonemes (#{y) (the basic sounds).

English phonetics covers the articulation(R & #hE),
classification (432%)and combination of the English speech
sounds. It also deals with the laws of their changes, the rules
of stresses and the intonation in English speech. Therefore,
to study English phonetics is also the first step in mastering
the theoretical knowledge of the English language.

2) As a means of communication by word of mouth,
language is used in oral speech and in reading aloud.
Therefore, in order to make oneself easily understood while
expressing one’s own or other people’s thoughts in any
language, one must be able to pronounce sentences in that
language quite correctly.

One must have a good pronunciation in order to be able
to understand other people easily when they speak or read
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aloud. This is proved by the well—known fact that the
better we pronounce a foreign language, the easier we
understand it when we hear it.

3) A teacher of a foreign language, a teacher of speech
in particular, must also be able to teach the correct pronun-
ciation of that language. A teacher of speech untrained in
phonetics is as useless as a doctor untrained in anatomy (f#%
#12). Facts show that teachers must repeat the sounds
many many times. Without any knowledge of pronuncia-
tion and intonation, the teaching result will not always be
satisfactory. Therefore, one of the principal aims of the»
students who will be teachers of a foreign language is to
master both the pronunciation of the language they are
going to teach and the method of teaching this pronuncia-
tion. To acheive the aim, they must have a clear idea of
what a good pronunciation is , what are the difficulties in
acquiring it, and how these difficulties can be overcome.

To have a good pronunciation means (1) to pronounce
correctly all the speech sounds of the language and all the
combinations in their proper order not only in isolated
words, but also in sentences: (2) to pronounce’ sentences
fluently at the speed required by the situation, with correct
-stresses, linking of sounds, rhythm, pauses and intonation.

(REFBRAE D EBEMBELIHETHLBEE,
WIS ER NN TR HSBHIETHS; @ LLEFMER,
O, VR, BEAEA, BRI R E RS AT A
HIBHE, )

2. The way in which we adults master the pronuncia-




tion of a foreign language.

The way in which an adult person can master the
pronunciation of a foreign language is quite different from
that in which he has acquired the pronunciation of his
mother tongue(#}iE). Correct pronunciation habits in one’s
native language(#4<j%iE) are acquired unconsciously, in one’
s early childhood. When a baby starts to talk, he does it by
hearing the sounds his mother makes and imitating them.
Normal babies are wonderful imitators. They can learn any
language perfectly. But an adult has great difficulty in
mastering the pronunciation of a foreign language, because
as he grows older, the habits in his native language get
more and more fixed as a result of the constant practice in
everyday life. These habits are so strong that they are very
difficult to give up. Therefore, when adult people learn a
foreign language, they are quite unable to give a correct
imitation of the foreign speech sounds and intonations
which differ from their own. They tend to use the closest
speech sounds and intonations of their mother tongue
instead of the foreign ones. For example, there are no such
sounds as [0,8] in Chinese. Many Chinese learners use the
Chinese (s) instead of (0] and use the Chinese (z) or (d)
instead of [8] . Chinese students are used to the consonant
sounds in “3, #k, &7 and those in “H, %, iF”, and it's
very difficult for them to pronounce the English consonants

(5, 3, t§, d3] . The English consonant [h] is a glottal
fricative(B [ JBE#F). It is produced with a strong air
stream passing through the open glottis(g]). But most of
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the Chinese learners substitute the Chinese (h), a .velar
fricative (4kI2f#%), for the English sound (h] . From
this we can see that it is quite impossible for an adult to
master the correct pronunciation of a foreign language by
mere imitation. A correct pronunciation can only be
obtained by studying the phonetic system of a language and
doing constant and special exercises in order to acquire the
necessary pronunciation habits.

3. Standard English pronunciation

English is a language which is most widely used in the
world. Its pronunciation varies a great deal in different
geographical areas. Thus English has a number of dialects
(%) and accents (0 ), such as General American (GA for
short),General British (GB for short). But all the different

_ accents of English have a great deal in common. They have

far more similarities than differences.

The type of English pronunciation described in this
book is known as Received Pronunciation (RP for short). It
is the sort of English based on the London dialect and used
by educated people in southern England. It is the pronuncia-
tion used by the announcers of BBC and also widely used
throughout English— speaking countries. Thus it has been
accepted everywhere for the teaching of English to for-
eigners. )

4. Basic sounds and phonetic transcription(F £ 53%47)

1) Basic sounds (phonemes) '

A basic sound is the smallest phonetic unit of language.
For example, the word “tea” [ti] is composed of two




sounds [t} and [i:] . Basic sounds are capable of disting —
uishing one word from another, or one grammatical form
from another of the same word. (FZ{E X PAICE X, &k
B IR — A i — FpiE B 2R B — i X R FFOR). For exam-
ple, [bedl bed, [baed] bad, [(bid] bid are distinguished
vone from another by the vowel sounds ([e] , [a] , [i] .
The vowel sounds {e] and [ae] distinguish two grammatical
forms of the noun “man”: the singualr form [mzenl man
and the plural form [men! men. While the consonant
sounds [s] and [t] distinguish one tense from another
of the same verb, e.g. [luks] /looks, and T[lukt] /looked.

It is clear from all these examples that basic sounds are
distinctive. (F & £HLA R 5 H:HIET).

Any language has a vast number of speech sounds, yet
basic sounds are limited in number. ({B]—F1iE =8 T 6
EH, %ﬂﬁﬁ‘%ﬂﬁﬁaz’%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ ) In English there are 48
basic sounds in all.

2) Phonetic transcription

In English there is a considerable difference between °

the pronunciation and the spelling of words.
(1) One sound is often spelt in a number of different

024 e

ways: “pity”,

et [T

busy”, “women”, “pretty” and “village” in
which the letters i y u 0 ¢ and a all stand for the same
vowel [i] .

(2) One letter often stands for different sounds in differ-
ent words: “China”, “father”, “bad”, “any” and “village” in
which the letter a stands for five different vowel sounds:

(el , [al, (=], [el, [i] .



(3) Many letters are not pronounced at all as in
“knock”, “doubt”, “comb”.

(4) The same spelling may have two different pronunci-
ations according to different meanings, e.g. bow [baul or

[baul , tear [tia] or [(tes] ;

(5) Words spelt in different ways may have the same

pronunciation, e.g. “peace”, “piece” I[pi:s] ; “know”, “no”
[naul ; “weight”, “wait” [weit] .

In ordinary English spelling it is not always easy to
know what sounds the letters stand for. In order to know
which sound to use in a given word or sentence, it is
necessary to .construct a set of symbols (—E48) to accu-
rately represent the sound of actual speech. This set of
symbols is called phonetic transcription. The modern pho-
netic transcription that is most widely used now is the
International Phonetic Alphabet (& §x%#5). The character-
istic of this transcription is that each symbol must alwdys
represent one sound and never any other, and one sound
must be represented by only one symbol. As usual, we use
square brackets [ ] for referring to the sound and not
the letter, e.g. [kl , [t1, (v]. S




Chapter 2
The Organs Of Speech

5. In order to study speech sounds, it is necessary to
have an idea of the organs of speech and their funcitions.
the organs of speech are as follows: the mouth cavity (0 ),
the nasal cavity (&) , the lips, the teeth, the tongue

nasal cavity

(BR)

mouth cavity

(ng)

tongue

()

Fig. 1 The Organs of Speech

1. lips (/@) 8. the hard palate (F&®)
2. teeth (%) 9. the soft palate ($k/%)
3. the tip of the tongue (FR) 10. uvula {(/NE)

4. the blade of the tongue (F i) 11. pharynx (#g3k)

5. the front of the tongue (F i) 12. larynx (ME3L)

6. the back of the tongue (5 f5#8) 13. the vocal cords (F#)
7. the teeth ridge (I518) 14. windpipe (R %)



(the tip, the blade, the front and the back), the palate (J&)
(the teeth ridge, the hard palate, the soft palate, and the
uvula) the pharynx, the larynx the vocal cords and the
windpipe.

6. When the tongue is in the position of rest, the blade
with the tip lies opposite the teeth ridge, the middle of the
tongue lies opposite the hard palate and the back of the
tongue lies opposite the soft palate.

The air passes from the lungs into the windpipe, then
through the larynx into the pharynx and into the mouth
cavity. If the soft palate is lowered the air passes through
the nasal cavity. ’

The larynx contains the vocal cords, which can be
brought near together ( without entirely closing the airpas-
sage). When they are drawn near together, they are made to
vibrate by the air coming from the lungs, thus producing
voice.

- When we pronounce vowels and voiced consonants, the
vocal cords are drawn near together and vibrate. When we
pronounce voiceless consonants, the vecal cords are kept
apart and, of course, do not vibrate.

The lips, the tongue, the soft palate with the uvula, the
vocal cords and the lower jaw are very active in the articu-
lation of speech sounds. Speech sounds are produced by the
vibration of the vocal cords and the definite movement of
these organs of speech.




