QLA VR E PUBLI DIPLOALIEY




Ahstract

Abstract

Culture and diplomacy are closely related with each other. Cul-
tural diplomacy has gradually become an unneglectable element in
the foreign relations of western countries since the nineteenth centu-
ry, especially since the twentieth century. Today, cultural diploma-
cy has been an important part of international relations and it is sup-
plementary to traditional diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy can
strengthen the mutual understanding among peoples around the
world, promote world peace and trade and cultural exchanges among
nations.

Cultural diplomacy is usually called “public diplomacy” in the
United States. The United States Information Agency (USIA) has
functioned since 1953 as an independent foreign affairs agency with-
in the executive branch of the U. S. government charged with the
conduct of public diplomacy in support of U. S. foreign policy. The
mission of USIA is to understand, inform, and influence foreign
publics in promotion of the U. S. national interest, and to broaden
the dialogue between Americans, their institutions, and their coun-
terparts abroad. Public diplomacy complements and reinforces tradi-
tional diplomacy by communicating U. S. interests and values di-
rectly to foreign publics through a wide range of international infor-
mation, educational and cultural exchange activities.

Since World War II, public diplomacy has become an unne-
glectable part of American foreign policy. It plays a supplementary
role in American foreign relations and has been attached to great im-
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portance by the administrations of Eisenhower, Kennedy, Carter,
Reagan, and Clinton. During the Eisenhower’s era, the establish-
ment of the United states Information Agency signified the indepen-
dence of public diplomacy within the executive branch of the U.
S. government and the stability of the American international infor-
mation, educational and cultural exchange activities. During the
Kennedy's era, the American public diplomacy activities were en-
larged and American public diplomacy became mature. President
Carter adjusted American public diplemacy. He gave the USIA an-
other mission called the second mandate, which was to promote
American’s understanding about the other countries. However, its
effects were quite limited. President Reagan tended to apply public
diplomacy as a supplementary instrument of American foreign poli-
cy. USIA's activities were strengthened during his administration.
After the end of the Cold War, American foreign policy was chal-
lenged with adjustment. In April, 1997, the Clinton administration
announced that USIA was to be consolidated into the State Depart-
ment on October 1, 1999, which will influence American public di-
plomacy somewhat. However, the United State will not abandon its
foreign cultural strategy.

USIA conducts a variety of international information activities
to illustrate the fundamental values of America, and to articulate the
U. S. government actions and policies. It provides a daily press
service known as the Wireless File to USIA’s posts overseas; assists
foreign journalists in the United States; produces publications in
multiple language versions; provides electronic and library-based re-
search and data-base access, including Internet services. USIA also
administers programs that send American specialists and profession-
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als overseas to speak on everything from the rule of law to the dy-
namics of American literature. USIA’s major educational and cultur-
al programs include the Fulbright Program, the International Visitor
Program, English teaching, Book Program, American Studies Pro-
gram, libraries at USIA’s posts overseas, the East-West Center in
Hawaii, etc. USIA’s broadcast services are the only international
media covering U. S. foreign policy and national policy in a wide
range of areas. Its radio and television services——the Voice of
America, Worldnet Television and Film Services and Radio and TV
Marti—broadcast international news, commentaries, editorials,
roundtable discussions, features, and programs about the United
States, its people, and its foreign policy. Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty, a private grantee corporation, broadcasts local and regional
news and information to its audience in Russia and eastern
European countries.

To lend depth to the picture of how American public diplomacy
is practiced, the author also presents two case studies, which are the
U. S. - Soviet cultural relations after World War II and the
American public diplomacy in China (1979 - 1999).

Key Words:
American Foreign Policy, Public Diplomacy, Interna-
tional Relations, International cultural relations
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