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Preface

Our district 1s located at the right bank of the Hathe River. What does right

bank mean? It means that the Haithe River flows to the southeast from Sanchaku

and merges into the Bohai Sea; Our district is in the right of the Haihe River

we usually call the left east. right west. There is another district named
Hexi that got the name from right bank. Here we must distinguish them because
they could be easily confused. The confusion is the name of the river. The Haihe
River. means the sea river. How did it get its name? It seems unlikelv to be a
problem. It can be understood superficially that the sea river means that a river
flows to the sea. But. there are several rivers flowing to the Bohai Sea. How has
only the Haihe River got the name of the sea river? So the Haihe River hax 1ts
own protound meaning. In Tang Dvnasty. the Haithe River was called Zhigu. In
Song and lL.iao Dynasties, Yang Liulang (original name 1s Yang Yanzhao) and
his military troops garrisoned in three strategic passes (Gaoyang. Waqiao and
Yijin). The people of Song Dynasty called the river the Border River. In ancient
time, the Chinese word border was pronounced gai. Today in southern China. 1t
15 still called gai. After several centuries. the border river was called the Hathe
River according to the similarity of their pronunciation. If we research 1t more
deeply, the history will tell us: In ancient time, the Yellow River once flew
through Zhigu to the Bohai Sea. In Song Dvnasty, Zhigu was a part of the Yel-
low River. Due to this reason, the people called this river the gai river. It can be
deduced that this river has changed its name several times in the historv. from
Zhigu to the Gai River, from the Gai River to the Haihe River. It indicates that
the name of the Haihe River 1s very meaningful. at least including three mean-

Ings : water conservancy, transportation and culture of the Yellow River. poli-



