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U.S. AGREES TO BOOST ARMS SALES TO ASEAN

The United States has agreed to boost weapons
sales to members of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in the light of the deteriorating
situation in Cambodia, Defense Minister Amar Taib
Mahmud told reporters Monday.

Taib said U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard
Holbrooke had informed him the administration already
has given the U.S. Congress proposals for such sales
and that Congress would approve them.
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3POL LEADERS URGE OHIRA TO QUIT

-Two former premiers and. a former defense agency
chief called on Prime Minister Massayoshi Ohira Monday
to step down immediately to avoid the governing Liberal
Democratic Party’s eollapse.

Former premiers Takeo Miki and Takeo Fukuda
and former Director general of the Japanage/\l}e\@;e
Agency Yasuhiro Nakasone, told a )omt news_confer- .
e@ “we sincerely hope th\f Prime Mmlster Ohira
makes a decision immediately.”

On the eve of a special parliamentary session, the
three factional leaders inside the ruling party also
stressed that neigher their party nor the country can
allow “the political uncertainty” to persist any longer
following the electoral sethack earlier this month.

“To break the long political impasse, Prime
Minister Ohira should take the electorates judgement
seriously,” the three. leaders said, holding Ohira
responsible for the party’s failure to win a simple
maJonty in the Oct. 7 general electxon
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LAOTIAN FORCES PUT ON ALERT
. N

Laotian armed forces have been placed on alert to
deal with Red Chinese-provoked trouble in northern
Laos, Radio Vientiane repgrted today.

The broadcast said that the government and
Laotian Army Hign Command had ordered their troops
to keep their weapons ready so as to be able to meet an
enemy attack at any time,

A

Laotian soldiers were ordered to follow enemy
movements closely, maintain permanent surveillance
and to seek out the enemy and persons suspected of
espionage.

The radio said the troops had been told to check
on enemy propaganda and persuade the people not to
believe it but to place their trust in the policies of the
Laotian Revoluitionary Party.

All members of the Laotian armed forces in every
province have been informed of the attempts by
imperialists and expansionists tc infiltrate into the
country.

The broadcast said that the American imperialists
:nd Red Chinese expansionists are trying to- persuade
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the people that their leaders cannot be trusted.
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