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Preface

According to the Tso Chuan, a commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals, “the most
important affairs of the State are sacrifice and warfare.” The function of warfare was to defend
one’s kingdom and enlarge its territory through a combination of aggressive expansion and
strong defense. Hence, if one’s weapons were not well-made, one would have no military
strength. There were a great variety of weapons, each with different functions, for example: the
fu axe, used for truncating; the chin axe, used for choping; swords, used for slicing; the
dagger-axe and the halberd, used for piercing, and arrows, used in archery. Some weapons were
ingeniously strong, able to destroy armor; others were subtly pliable, able to be wound around
one’s finger. It is the proportion of metals used in fusing the alloys that accounts for differences
in hardness or strength between weapons such as axes and dagger-axes, halberds and arrows. In
ancient metallurgy, bronze casting techniques were highly perfected. Amongst the aristocracy
weapons were not only used for battle, but they also had ritual functions in matters of decorum
and regalia as well. Weapons served as ceremonial gifts, as when Chi Cha placed his sword on
his friend's grave as a final gift, an exemplary deed of the age. In fact, in ancient times the
forging and engraving of weapons was not secondary in importance to the manufacture of
sacrificial vessels. Weapons were also more versatile and widespead than ritual vessels. Looking
back at well-known products of the Spring and Autumn period, such as knives of the state of
Chen, chin axes of Sung, hsiieh knives of Lu, and swords of Wu and Yiieh, we find that the
materials used are beautiful and the techniques employed are masterful, manifesting the
geographical advantages of their repective kingdoms and the energy of their craftsmen.
Furthermore, such artifacts can document the military and political systems of the time, along
with the methods of warefare. Finally, although these objects are often overlooked by art
historians, they are implicitly connected to developments in artistic style, technology, and
material culture.

Weapons were traditionally thought of as menacing, ominous objects. As a result, the
National Palace Museum’s collection contains very few ancient bronze weapons. Even such an
erudite man as Confucius said, “I once studied ceremonial vessels, but 1 have never heard of
studying armor and weapons.” Why has the reseach of ancient weapons had to wait until today
to be advanced ? Ch’en Fang-mei, an Associate Research Fellow in the Antiquities Department
of the Museum, has used modern methods to go beyond the vague scholarship of the past.
Consulting recent archaeological excavations and employing scientific analysis, she has expertly
and systematically re-organized the objects in the museum’s collection. Her work has led to this
volume on ancient bronze weapons. This book has been completed through the industry of
many people whose efforts should not be forgotten. I would like to thank X-ray photographer
Yang Yiian-ch'iian, chemical analyst Yu Teng-ping, plate photographer Lin Chieh-jen, artistic
designer Huang Hsiu-pi, English translators Natasha Pierce, Hsii Chen-hao and Antonio
C.Tavares, rubbings expert Chang Yin-wu, and storage technicians Chu Jen-huang and Chu
Lin-tse.

November 1994 Ch’in Hsiao-yi
Director of the National Palace Museum
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