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PREFACE

History and geography are two sister sciences: they help each other and
complement each other. The former is concerned primarily with time while
the latter with space. However, time and space are two sides of a coin, they
are inseparable. Without geographical background, historical events will be of
no substance; on the other hand, without historical background, geographical
facts will be of no substance. Any happening or activity in the world involves
time and space. Time and space are related: one cannot exist without the other.

Human knowledge is a massive edifice made up of various branches
of sciences. History and geography are only two of them. We may say history
is built on ““time” and geography is built on “space.” Though their main
interest is different, yet they are sister sciences, joining hand in hand to search
for and discover knowledge. and truth.

This Atlas is the fruit of joint efforts. It is compiled by a group of
historians and geographers, with Professor Cheng Kuang-yu and Professor Hsu
Sheng-mo as chief editors. It takes several years to complete this work, and
now it is published in two volumes by the Chinese Culture University Press.

The information shown in each map of this Atlas has been carefully
studied and verified. These maps are done by cartographic artists with new
methods. This Atlas will be a valuable aid to the study of Chinese history and

historical places not onlv for experts but also for general public.

Hwa Kang
June, 1980
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