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FOREWORD

The significance of a system of costume lies in distinguishing high and low status, manifesting social
rank, clarifying classes and orders, enforcing rules of etiquette, and applying the means of regulation. From
the period of the three dynasties (Hsia, Shang and Chou) in ancient times when ritual clothing was worn
by the emperor during sacrifices and ceremonies, down to the Ch’ing dynasty which used embroidered
official squares and ceremonial officials’ hats, although the details of the system were not the same in each
dynasty, yet the function was always identical. As for costume accessories, along with the many colors
and patterns, gentlemen of old wore jade which was likened to virtue. Thus it could avert evil and manifest
dignity and majesty. Later these precedents were followed and added to, until costume accoutrements
became almost limitless.

The costume system employed in the Ch’ing dynasty had major differences with the preceding
dynasties, but where costume accessories were concerned, there were only slight differences from ancient
times. The objects in the National Palace Museum’s collection are for the most part those actually used by
the emperors and princes,empresses and consorts of the imperial family. There are court hats and belts,
court necklaces, hat finials, court-hat bands, silk kerchiefs, bracelets, buttons — in all more than 30 different
types of objects displayed in this exhibition. These objects were made of many different precious materials
like gold, silver, pearls, jade, precious stones, kingfisher feathers, fruit pits and fragrant woods. All were
skillfully engraved and finely inlaid, crafted with minute parts. The objects in the exhibition can be enjoyed
as representative of the exquisite workmanship of the Ch’ing dynasty, which will strike the viewer in wonder
and appreciation. The exhibit also forms a synopsis of the Ch’ing period costume accessory system, and
much can be learned from it as such.

In order to better explain the manner of wearing the costume accessories in the exhibition, an appendix
has been added to the catalogue in which are selected illustrations of paintings of Ch’ing emperors and
empresses in court costume. In addition, there are tables of Ch’ing dynasty costume accessories for
references. The exhibition and the catalogue were planned and organized by Mr. Cheng Chia-hua and staff,
under the able supervision of Ms. Chen Hsia-sheng and Ms. Chi Jo-hsi. Wang Hsin-kong was responsible
for design and layout, while Lin Chieh-jen and Ts’ui Shyue-kuo took the photographs. Translation into
English was done by Ken Ganza and Rob Linrothe. The contributions of all these individuals is recognized
and appreciated.

October 10, 1986 Ch’in Hsiao-Yi

Director



10

TR QR Aff 2 B R T

B R % B R - W LA A AL AT A - AR TR R AR A o B RTBERK
B e o BB RIS R 1S L MR A - b sz Rty o F RIS IREE o STAEBISME - B
A o

RS ARSI - TR e BRI R o Rt - EREIR AR -
A N S £ e T A TR o BBz AR R > BT E KA B R BN
Bl o B+ SRRy A IRET IS ATBLUE — PR I AR BRI o

R - B FE AR o BRIES - AROIS o REEA - TEIE LU B L
P~ i TR 2 SR o SKEE R o BUAN SO AR - RTPRARES - ORISR + B
L B S B s SR TR R O A R - L BTARER - BK RS RE A T A =R b
G do stk + B L PR 1B B2 S SIS B 0 o WX S R BRI B D R s Rt A6 B
B AT R - B LETE - AT - SRSE SRR A —ZEEE R ARSI EeRE .
R, B HRE o AT GRB o LAt > 1 ASERTCR A BRE M A 2 FE AR -t SRR A
IR o

AR B - 8T AS BRI R BT A B o (RSB ERNAT
W L PRI ERGEE - EE R LA TR  BNEE T E SEM - W ER TR —E
I - I L S Ve - SRS RTRE SAR L AR A - SRV Rk TR o

A e |- RS 5 0 R 5 B - B TR S - SSt B R I - FELCKREE S - B
LB LB - ST - - B B B BB R - SITE - 85 R W TR AT K
. BREE . BEAS  REEG - SIS - A AR . GAER - WETE - 0BTE - BAE - &4 BRKD - HEEWD - ARER
B - RHE ~ HUT  SRT - HER - EER - BOst - BERR - IEWES=THRE -

SRR B AT AR - B~ B S 5B RIS BB R o tEMIREN R
Gty o W - EI A I SR S R RN E © AIMSRSE Y o BRI (R TRE
Wo ma TR B TR RMRR R 0 KORARKIERT eI e

S R SRR - R AR RSB RELAR TRPE, (B TER ) KREE
RS LB T MRS - R LB A SR TR ELRTHOS AN o AT B RN o WRATRIET & - TR
B b SR AL TR » LA o

O SR ) + 7 P B SRR IR R WIS SRS A K BT AR B o LRI



BRARERLY  AARR THE, ~ THBL MR BLURAFHEIERETR (RHLESHE ) E
& MRABAR SR AT ER o
R ABES SN B THEG > EHSCHRK > HHRLRER - §FES TERREMEHY - B
MEit o &y BERBB THERAGEHZ— - BTFHAZELRERB L THAZEERABNEERERNEA
o bR R — B - LLAENRE -

HEIRSEE - REBGREY) - B E KR T AV A S SRR 0 R o HEOCRE 1 TaR i
P K EBR) FI=6 TR OREE, - SEREF2E -

HREFIRBNSEEY > HEMRHEESERL A/ & S W B £ E8HO B
2O KR B FEA &R A A BE 22U M7 BERAEEARE - ER
(R I > BiERER) - & T - PR - B R ERIES -

ELCRRAN - U A ESINE LERE L2 F - FLERHEAEGRE - EHSEREMREM - &
— B A TITRE » HRARLE - flin—% " RMIEITRESE) A TER, TER, - TRS
3 FEE - WTHLSHS BT RER —FE% TER, BMZHEF o B EEN s TIEE 8 Lo B
BOEHTS » Bl LA EEH 2B - BIE L BRE R L2 B o

A AL BERREE A B R IR o B RE EFERNT - SATTH
0 B RS AR AR FRRIERS - AR BRI LABZ o BUANSATE - B ERE LR Th Ty & TEE, - X
MBI —EPaTvESE  TREREBE . TEEMETERBRAESETE o Bt
M R E T o FRAEERS S RINRE B TR L—AE 2 A 78
H o sd i AR —EREEEFEA o
C BIMNMEBE - EE - R  SRAEHRAIEEE R BRI o TH, —REBEEA BT R
£ o

W LT EREISEN R A BPER s A DIFIARD - G0 THE, FAE TR

Feiiey BUESRR MWK, » ERAS—MRE o BRI » SEEBIRUWLIEALABMIEREA o £
EARB S - BRENH IS RS R SCF - LIBYERAA LB - 288 (REEER)

11



12

INTRODUCTION TO THE EXHIBITION
OF CH’ING DYNASTY COSTUME ACCESSORIES

The most important objects in the National Palace Museum collection of costume accessories are'
those from the Ch’ing dynasty imperial collection. Apart from some jade ornaments that pre-date the
Ch’ing period, nearly all of the costume accessories are from the Ch’ing dynasty itself. The objects presently
within the National Palace Museum collection include a great many accessories worn by both men and
women of the royal household, from hair ornaments to belt dangles, representing an incredible degree of
opulence.

Historically, China has always attached considerable importance to sumptuary regulations regarding
carriage and formal costume decorum, and the dynastic symbolic color was always chosen soon after the
dynasty was established. Because of this, each dynasty’s official clothing was not the same. As for every-
day clothing, this varied with the times. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the evidence on paintings
and art objects which depict people’s clothing in order to advance our understanding of the changes over
time in costume fashions.

Since the Sui (A.D. 581-618) and T’ang (A.D. 618-906) dynasties, the emperor even appropriated
for himself the color yellow and forbade his ministers the prerogative of wearing it. This prohibition was
in effect without exception even down to the Ch’ing dynasty. In addition to regulation of color, the Ch’ing
dynasty also differentiated according to rank the types of decorative patterns that could be worn on
costumes, as well as the varieties and numbers of precious materials that comprised them. For example,
the semi-formal dark outer robe worn at court by a first degree civil official was embroidered front and
back with a crane, that of a second degree civil official with a golden pheasant, and so on with a different
pattern assigned to each rank. The finial of the emperor’s court hat consisted of fifteen smaller pearls
surmounted by one large pearl, that of the imperial heir of thirteen smaller pearls and one large one, and
so on also with types and numbers of precious stones determined by station.

The system of attire for the Ch’ing imperial household was intricate. Ranking officials and women
of high station also had a system of attire which was relatively complicated. The system not only covered
clothes and colors for each of the four seasons, but also hat finials, feathers, court necklaces, etc. By
differentiating in classes, one could tell at a glance the rank of an official. Concerning the rules of this
system, please consult the Huang-ch’ao li-ch’i t’u-shih, which gives a detailed acount. There are also records
by Ch’ing dynasty authors concerning contemporary costume accouterments, which provide another avenue
for the understanding of the systems at work.

In addition, quite a few of the objects still retain the original inventory slips which were tied on to
them. They give details about when they entered the Imperial Household Department. From what is
written on an object’s inventory tags, one can also know the later limit of its dating — that is, it had to
have been made before that point. The contemporary name for the object can also be discovered from
these inventory slips. For example, terms current in the Ch’ing for headdress ornaments were chieh-tzu
or mien-tsan. A further example included in the exhibit is the emperor’s summer court hat. The inventory



slip which is still attached reads: “Emperor Kao-tsung’s personal hot weather flossed court hat”. From
this we know that this summer court has was used by the Ch’ien-lung emperor (A.D. 1736-1795). Origi-
nally it had a finial and a gold Buddha image in the front, as well as other ornaments now missing. For this
exhibition, the finial from another Ch’ing emperor’s court hat has been attached, though it was not neces-
sarily ever used by the Ch’ien-lung emperor.

Another example is that jadeite, tourmaline, and turquoise ornaments, sewn onto clothing, caps or
dangling hairpins, were all referred to as t’iao-pai. o o

The inventory slips reveal traces of being written by palace secretaries. They made quite a few copying
errors, writing characters in an incorrect way, or mistakenly substituting similar-sounding characters. Never-
theless, these inventory slips are still very informative. This catalogue is publishing a selection of these

inventory slips in order to offer up materials for study and comparison. (Chi Jo-hsin)
(Translated by Rob Linrothe)
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